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CHARLES TRELAWNY, Esq., 

OF COLDRENNICK, 

FOR UPWARDS OF THIRTY YEARS 
MASTER OF FOXHOUNDS IN THE DARTMOOR COUNTRY ; 

A FRIEND, IN WHOSE GENIAL COMPANY, 

AT HOME AND AFIELD, 

THE AUTHOR HAS ENJOYED SOME OF THE HAPPIEST DAYS 
OF HIS LIFE. 
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toOin«» 3^>^ ^ow served me in good stead ; 
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The scene of the following- i>apers, contrit,^ 

•lace to "Baily's Magazine/' is chidly , 

^Jon of Cornouaille, in and around 
Mountains of Lower Brittany, where the AutK*^"^ "^T '° 



for two winters, and enjoyed the wild sport o^ '^'^idt^^ 
in the surrounding forests. *''^*'»^bie 

The main features of tlie narrative may be 
on; but at the same time tie wishes it to be dist£:,^__*'^^ 
understood, in limiuc, that, o-wing to the >want of sufK <=:£ .,s== ..^^ 
records kept at the tin^e, Y\g. has been compeUeca -«i«=, 

depend in some measure for its production both -==*,: 

memoiy and fancy, twenty years having elapsed s£«r^'-=- 
he paid his last visit to ^l^^.* interesting country. 



Digitized by 



Google 



X INTRODUCTION. 

The draniatis personce, too, do not all bear their real 
patronymics ; and where these have been given, as in 
the case of M. de St. Prix and others, chiefly old com- 
panions of the chase at home and abroad, the Author 
ventures to hope the liberty he has so taken will be 
considered a venial one by those gentlemen. 

In proof that, as yet, the progress of civilisation has 
not done much to diminish the fcrce naturm of Lower 
Brittany, so • far at least as the Wolf is concerned, 
General Wm. Eden and his family, who were travelling 
in Finisterre this last autumn (1874), have kindly 
informed the Author that they saw, with no little 
astonishment, five full-grown wolves and two foxes 
exhibited in a cart and dragged triumphantly through 
the streets of Quimper, all having been killed at a 
'^grandc chassc'' in that immediate neighbourhood. 

This successful bag surpasses even that of the 
sporting Lord Maire, introduced into a French play 
some years ago. He enters the stage in red coat and 
full hunting costume, puts down his gun (an old single- 
barrel), and exclaims, "^W eu une cJiasse stiperbc ; fai 
ttuf mcs six raiards ! " 

This, of course, was an imaginary exploit ; but the 
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CHAPTER I. 

** Vive la cliasse 1 

Kile surpasse 

Tous les plaisirs 

Qui charment nos loisirs." 

Tellier's CAan^^ 



•^«'* 



The hunting record of two winters — one of ^ ^^*^^*iw^. 

passed in the Black: M:ountams of Brittany, a^^^ ^"^^^ sev^ 

boars, and foxes of ttiat forest land, may haply ^^^ ^^e^^*^^^ 

many who love wild sport, but scarcely know to ^ ^^^«^es^^^^^^» 

may be enjoyed in sl country within so short a dr^^^^ ^^t^x:^ ^^ 

own metropoh's, and not even a twenty hoiurs' joiu^ ^^ ^^ ^^ 

Hampshire coast. Tlie rivers of Norway, once t ^^ 

salmon, have been fislieci bare by Anglo-Saxon rods ^'^^^ ^^^^'^^^-trlii 

prairies of the Far West and the ravines of the Rocky 'jyT^^^^ "^ni-^ ^ 

have been ransacked 'by liunters armed with Lancaster ^^^^ 

Ele/s ammunition j but, if wild sport was the object, ^ £^^ 
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2 WOLRHUNTING, 

of it might certainly be obtained at a far less cost of time, trouble, 
and expense among the rough game of Lower Brittany. 

Before entering, however, into details of the chasse, let me 
endeavour to present the reader with a sketch of Carhaix and the 
surrounding district, not a cover of which, within a certain dis- 
tance of the town, but holds a fox, a wolf, or a tusky boar ; and 
in some of them, such as those of Laz, Koenig, and Kilvem, each 
and all of those beasts, besides deer and smaller game, may 
always be found. And yet this country, so near home, is far less 
known by Englishmen than the jungles of Oudh or the wilds of 
Namaqua Land. 

Within two leagues of the trackless forests which cover the 
Black Moimtains of Brittany, and at a point where the confines 
of the three departments of Morbihan, C6tes-du-Nord, and Finis- 
terre are defined, stands the old Celtic city of Carhaix. A noble 
cathedral of Gothic architecture, the work of English hands in the 
sixteeth century, crowns the summit of the hill; two hospices, 
the one devoted to the spiritual, the other to the material wants 
of the public, especially those of invalid soldiers, occupy a con- 
spicuous position with their lofty and whitewashed walls ; and, 
like other Breton towns, it has its Hotel de Ville, Gendarmerie, 
and a respectable French hotel. A handsome bronze statue, the 
chef dceuvre of Marochetti, is erected in the Champ de Bataille, 
in honour of La Tour d'Auvergne, the premier grenadier of 
France, and a native of Carhaix, who died gallantly on the battle- 
field of Oberhausen in the year 1800. But the traveller must go 
farther back than the present century to appreciate the merits of 
Carhaix. Surrounded by woods, and, till lately, approached 
only by a precipitous and rugged route, it stands on a high and 
bold eminence overlooking the country far and wide, and by its 
isolation seems to have bidden a successful defiance to the 
inroads of commerce and civilisation. It is essentially a town 
of past ages : just what it might have been, and probably was, 
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fourteen hundrea X-- .^ potrof ^ ^°-Os ^.^ 

in its stronghold the J^«- ^^^ ^^^^ accessij!^^- ^'^^f.°"'- 

The inhabitants <^ environs to be a .^'''^s ^'"'ed 

imagine Carhaix an«^ ^^^ irreclaimable; j^'^^'on of ^^ ^ 
savages, wild, fierce, ^^^ .^ ^^y^ assodatjo'''' ^'^^^^ '^^::k~| "^^any 
agreeable sojourn, "^ .^ them to warrant su^.J* '^'^ tj^ ^ -j^"^es and 
I discovered nothii^^*^^^ inoffensive, indo,^ ^a^^^ ^ Vv^^^fi^ and 
them, on the o^er ' ^ta^te o^ squalor ai^j ' ^ci ^ ^^asantrv 
honest, although ii-^^^^t t^a* *^« ^^de^f '^ ^^V^^' found' 

where too apparen.,^/,.^ of the Paeif;^^.^ .^e^ 

threadbare mien ; th»e , ^d Ae tiu^s asJ T ^^'^^ 
tempt his thirsting ^^'^^^ ^oH that bW *. f«> ^^^« 
and sterile wastes, &o^ %^ « peop;,°°2 '"'' "'^^^^^^ ^ 
broom, and the fur^^' !^deroa if '^.^ ^« ^'^^^^^^^^^^^e , 
sackcloth and ashes, to '^^,^„-eie, 'f*^* °^ °^^^N> V'" ^Oe^ 
productive and less PJ^^^^;. ^^^^ --^ue^t^ ^^^^^^ ^' 
genial to his tastes and 'i^^':- ^, ^. °^<^ Annonca. '^ V "^ ""^^cf 

It is equallyremarkable th^^ fPsies arc totally u^,, ^"^^oJ^ 

district ; the educated Bretons a/oi,e, ^^^ ^ thj^^;^ °'^ Co/*" 

being aware oftheirlshmaeJittsA existence in other CO >^^ • 
absencemay be fairly attributed to OQcof^^^ cause^ 7^^!^^eJ^'^^ 
persecution they have longr endured g.^^ ^^ ordo * ^ • ^«- J^"^' 
States of Orleans, which enjoined that "^ impostors a **^^ ^'^^^ t© *^ 
styled Bohemians, should quit the kiagdom m^^^^^ o/-° f^® 
galleys;" or, more probably, I thint, to the ,-J" ^ -^^^^Ofltfe* 
defending their unhoused beasts from' the att^cL ^Os!? °^ «.*' 
which, sometimes in pairs and soD,et,n,es in pacK^ of^ of 
the severity of the weather, are a scourge to the ^\^Oco,.>e., 
Is .t a wonder, then, that between gendimes by >o/e '> to 
by night the gipsy shuns the danger? Our o J^> «0d t"'''^. 
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4 WOLF-HUNTING. 

favourable to the vagrants, but they find means to evade them in 
England, and would doubtless do so in Finisterre, if the gaimt 
wolves, hungry and devastating, and coming as they do in the 
gloom and darkness of night, did not strike terror to their 
souls. 

For many a league round the city of Carhaix the poorer pea- 
sants occupy but one wretched cabin in company, if they are 
lucky enough to have them, with their pig and cow. A child of 
the tender age of five or six years is deemed, and is, I am con- 
vinced, a sufficient protection to the flock by day ; for it was by 
no means an uncommon thing for me, in my hunting excursions, 
suddenly to come upon a mere infant in charge of a little black 
sheep or dwarf cow, in the deepest recesses of a forest or wild 
broom field, and at the next moment to start and reassure myself 
on seeing the fi-esh and unmistakable print of a huge wolfs foot 
impressed on the day before me. So long as daylight lasts the 
child is safe, and so is the flock, for the cowardly villain will not 
venture to approach them; but the moment the sun sets he 
skulks from his lair, and at once becomes a daring and destructive 
enemy ; the very houses of the peasantry are not then secure firom 
his attack. 

The family of a peasant, consisting of his wife and frequently 
several children, live huddled together in one dark cabin in a 
state of iudescribable filth and misery. The cabin is built with 
mud or stone and thatched with broom ; a small aperture is left 
in the upper part of the door to admit air and light ; while, the 
fire being kindled, the smoke oozes out as it can through all parts 
of the roof, and the whole cabin resembles at a distance a huge 
charcoal heap in an active state of combustion. In nooks of the 
wall, as high up as the building will admit, rude berths are con- 
structed, which serve the purpose of beds, the means of access to 
which, from their lofty position and square contracted entrance, 
rather resemble the contrivance of a jackdaw's brain than that of 
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a human being. Still, tJne lai^la perdi and tft^ ^. 

have their advantages, tlaou^h at first sight the ^fj'*^^. 

puzzled to know how ^ l:»xit: let Jrt.im cast his eye if^^^t^ 

the house, and he will see t:laat the pig, the ^kc^jj^<^t^^^^ \ 
little black cow wallow in £i- ixiire of Augean filthy . Sjt^ ^ ^ 

tude. On inquiry, too, tie -will find that, ever^^^ f^ ^^^ '^X^'^ 
not only knocks at the <ioor, t»ut walks «; tftaj, .'^^J^^ ^^ '^^^^e, 
admittance by fair means lie vsrill by fou/^. Ae sc^ V '^>^ ^ ^*>^*^«', 

the broom roof, and, bailifT-like, descends upon j^. '^0/, ^^^fT^^ ^"^^^-^^^ ^°^ oi 
is no imaginary danger 5 the thing- has occuitqJ h'^^ ^ ''^^ *>7/^ *''■=" 
again to the Sab6ttiers of X^xxalt and Huei-g-oed, ^ Oj,^ ^"^^^ ^*^ ■«::.* '^ "S' 
neighbourhood of Carlns-ix. The ^/-<ji,^yg^^^ ^^/q^T -^"^^^^ ~^»=»^'^f*' 
fine intelligent Breton, pointed out to njg a sp^^ ?^ tft^ ^'^^^"^^^ ^-^^ 
a " wolf tragedy " had occurred within the last try ^^i<-f^^ *~^ °"''^ 
Before, however, I narrate the stoiy^ ^i^-^^ j°>*a^. "** ^?>*^^^^^*^ 
to do in the garde's own words, I ^-^ ^^^^^^ 0^^*^^^ ^ ""^'^ 

indulgence, and describe as conciie;^ ^ ^ ^^ *h^ ^^^^^ 
Dualt. As its name i^-Pl^^ '^;*^ i^eton and Welsh^?^^^^-*^;; 
" black rock," it is, indeed, one pile of ,^^ wijj^^ ^ or 

more imposing than those of D^t^^^'^ ^ne at^^^t^^^e 
other in endless variety ; huge ^^^'O^' "^J^^g, li,^^^^^ ^*^d 
on guard, in an upright and menaciQ/ slabs while oth^^ ^?ct*^^ 
cromlechs and dolmens, under whi^jf Attitude j ^.^^^ i^^^^^ '^'^i^*" 
young, or a Druid deposit the last ^ ^ she-W°" ^^^ ^.s ^*5^ 1^^ 
together on a block of sparkli^ ^H^;s oi ^'^ garde, :t'*C''^ s^[ 
PostoUec, caUed my attention to ^ ^ %i^oite, ^^if, buUt v,p,^5^S:-ois 

edge of a dump of ^^^""^'^^^ .i^h^ttiel'^ A H^^ ^^"^i^ ^^e 
Crusoe'shut, with a strong: staltg^'M \f0^n^ ^^^n 

"Ah,well, poor Wntoine^^^^n^^W^ „ said he, ^. 

the wolves have robbed him g, ^^ ^1 * u^tt^^^' tO^ ^^^ ^j&-*^^ 
this winter, I fear, in spite of ^. *"e^tj/*Ose '^^g/H ^^in 

"What!" cried I, "are j^ ^ fi^j. » an<J to att^^^, 

man's dwellings-place ? " ^ ^o/^^^'" AaP^^ ^ 
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6 WOLF-HUNTING. 

" Attack it ! " said he ; "a hungry wolf, like a wicked man, 
has no conscience when the night favours him. It was only last 
January that they carried off or killed every live animal he 
possessed. A heavy snow-storm had fallen on the mountains, 
and for several nights in succession a pack of five or six wolves 
kept sentry at Antoine's hut, pacing round it, and uttering the 
most dismal howls. Antoine and his wife, however, were deter- 
mined to save their little stock \ they lighted a good fire, and sat 
up by turns to keep it burning; but at length, on a dark and 
tempestuous night, when the wind was whistling and the hail 
beating against their door, exhausted by watching, they both 
dropped asleep, and the wood fire soon became extinguished. At 
that instant a desperate rush was heard in the roof; and before 
Antoine could arm himself with a pike, five gaunt wolves dashed 
in upon the floor one after the other, and, seizing his three sheep, 
tore and devoured them in his presence. A little dog, too, which 
they valued above all, was snapped up and swallowed at a gulp. 
Antoine is a brave man, but his heart beat audibly as, from his 
bed, he stretched out his hands to strike a light ; the flint and 
steel were true, the resin-candle was quickly ignited, and, almost 
as rapidly as they had entered, the villains spnmg over an old 
armoire, and disappeared through the roof. They come and go 
like a hurricane," added he, " and, like it, leave desolation behind 
them." 

Wolves in England are a mere tradition of the Heptarchy; 
but in this mountain tract of Brittany they still abound ; nor, until 
the country is reclaimed from its present condition of heath and 
woods, will it be possible to dislodge them from the fastnesses in 
which they now skulk and which they claim as their own. Bu^ 
the beast of the present day is a cowardly one, compared with 
that of former times. During the War of the League, a period of 
desolation and brigandage throughout that region, we are told by 
the old chronicler, in fearfully vivid language, that the wolves got 
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the upper hand of men, and absolut:eI>^ lnunteci them into ^* 
towns. The belief in the Loup-^ax-ou or, demoii-iroif /^ ^^ ^ 
prevailing superstition among the ZBreton j^easantiy y and ij. ^^i> >^ 
tale is told over their wood embers o£" the Iiujman siii?e;^^^^ 
bloodshed caused by that ferocious torutc. Times, howey^^^ ^ 
changed for the better in that resi>ect:. JVTan, instead of\^^^^ 
hunted himself, now hunts the woir in trhat coujjtiy wn'tft co^j ^^^.>^ 
able success. His grand, old-fashioneci, wire-haired Aq^^^^^ 
trained to the scent, rouse him from Inis lair; and the /j^^t^^ 
well-mounted and armed with sl carbiiao or smooth-bore a^^^^ ^ 
saddle-bow, heads him at down-w^ind jpoints of the chase ^^ 
drops him with a ball. ' ^"^ 

It is only during a long-continxxeci season of snow that 
wolf, pinched by hunger, hardens tiis lieart, and becomes at o ^^ ^^^ 
both a daring and destructive t>rute. At such a time it /j^^ j^ ^^^^^^ 
found mecessary to light fires niglitlx ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ entrances i^^^^^^ 
Carhaix, Callac, Gourin, Rostrenan, ajiici other small towns in tK ^'^^^^ 
vicinity, in order to save the* cattle and even the dogs from tl^^^ 
rapacity of the hungry wolves. Two or three wolves wi/J tear a^^^^ 
eat up the latter, no matter of wliat size, as rapidly as a pack ^^^ 
foxhounds will dispatch a wild fox. ^^^ 

It was a wet, stormy morning in November, an hour at Je^ ^^ 
before daybreak, when the Count de St. Pnx rung out a blast ^^ ^ 
his horn in the streets of Carhaix ttiat made the window-frames ^^^:C^ 
the old town rattle in their sockets ; and scarcely had the ech ^^ 
of its last-prolonged note died on the ear, when a wild resp^^^^^ 
from other horns in the distance repeated the glad summon^ ^^^ 
invited all, who were disposed to come, away to the chas^ ' ^^^^ 
Prix, on whom the rulers of France had long conferr^^ ^^^ 
honourable office of Louvetier or wolf-hunter for Lower B^. ^Vy ^ 
-in this case the right man in the right place^had arrivr?^^ 
the Hotel La Tour d'Auvergne on the previous mght , ^^^^ ^ 
had. been introduced to Him l>y ^y ^^^ ^'^'^^ '^^ ^^^^^ 
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8 WOLF-HUNTING. 

Keryfan, we soon fraternized together as fellow-worshippers of 
Diana — ^men of kindred feeling and like sympathy. 

From him I gleaned that a wolf infesting the covers of Ker- 
gloff had of late become unusually destructive to the poor peasant's 
cattle, and had, even in daylight, snatched up many a country cur 
before the very face of its owner. Consequently such strong 
representations had been made by the Mayor of the Commune to 
him, as Louvetier, that, notwithstanding his experience told him 
at once it was a she-wolf, with a litter hard by, he deemed it 
expedient to bring his hounds to the spot, and make a show at 
least of hunting, and, if possible, of driving the destructive beast 
from that district To kill her, however, he had no intention ; 
indeed, his solicitude for a she-wolf is quite equal, if it does not 
surpass, that of the most zealous fox-preserver, who, when he sees 
hounds nmning short in April, is on tenter-hooks for the safety of 
what he has reason to believe is a little vixen. 

But in this district St. Prix need not be so particular; the 
wolves preserve themselves, and will continue to do so without 
man's favour, so long as the vast granite tors and interminable 
forests that now bristle over the backbone of Brittany can give 
them so wide a range and so safe a retreat 

I had just finished my last touch of chin-tonsure, when 
Keryfan, fully equipped for the chase, that is to say, picturesquely 
attired in a goat-skin jacket, leggings of the same, and a huge 
French horn slung over his back, burst into my room, chanting 
a hunting song, and looking from head to foot far more like 
Robinson Crusoe than a Breton gentleman. 

" Ah," said he, taunting me good-humouredly, " you will 
not see the rendezvous this day if you sacrifice so much time to 
the Graces." 

** Cleanliness is next to godliness," I remonstrated; "let me 
finish my wash, and I will be with you in ten minutes. In the 
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Another long 
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.' ^ ^ ^rAxy o^ coffee for me, do . 

meantmie, order a, cut* i^^^/i,, \ ' ^^cL ^^^ 

to fill my holsters wi^l- ^-f-^' aozel L "^^•'' ^ 
"I've stock exao«gh ^^f^^" ^^Hh, T"^-." saf^ ^ 
his passion for the chase, „.„ " ^e 

^ev^rliat abruptly to a ^r"' "''i ^ >. 
brought my toilet ^^^ j^^re three or four ^ '^ > ^^ < v^ ^<l-room 
to the porte-cochfer^' ^ little shocked to * ^^^^ ^x, X5l ^^ 

^^"^ Jty, St. Prix deen,^** *'^t ^^^^Ce«W 



assembled, I was 
detaining the whol^ 
matter of etiquette; 
and whom he inter* 

The hounds l>a<i ^rx^i^^ 
Trevenec's chateau* . 

ci. 



*^' ivho, 
«d the 

3-rooni 
mare. 



^ait for a strai,gp^''^J_^ ^i^ 



C^^^ 



^"« had 



^' i himself to conduct r^^P-^C ^ ^a. . '^ 









^ 



to 



to (he meet j? ^ 
we picked along "»'^-^, v^^^ch, « s^te .r^'l ^ . 
incessantly smoking- ^J^ . ^ bycomni^ , ^0>r^\^^ 

heavy rain^ they kept ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^« ^«cfe „,,, ^.^ 
ignited on their saddle-b^^^ ^o^Veyed i„ the^^^<^ . ^c. 
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10 WOLF-HUNTING. 

" C'est mon oncle, Frank," he responded, with perfect good- 
humour, by way of explanation. 

But I firmly believe he was no more his uncle than his aunt — 
not he. There was a great deal too much ceremony between 
them for so near a relationship. 

Sixteen couple of hounds, wire-haired, but not rough, standing 
four or five-and-twenty inches high, with plenty of bone for their 
bulk, were held in couples on a plot of greensward hard by; 
while two keen-eyed peasants, acting as piqueurs, had each a 
single hound in a long leash — the limiers of the chase. One of 
the men, clad from head to foot in a brown goat-skin suit, gave a 
cheering account of the game before us. 

" I have tracked in," he said, " at least three, if not four, full- 
grown wolves j one, by his long claws, is an old wolf ; the rest I 
think are cubs." 

" And I," said the other, " have gone the circuit of KergloiF 
twice, and will swear not a wolf has left the cover this day." 

" Bravo ! " cried St Prix ; " let go the limiers, and, Keryfan, 
do you and your friend get down-wind with all speed ; and, hark 
ye, if the old wolf breaks, let her go, and stop the hounds, or 
she'll carry them to Llandemeau. We have a good day's work 
before us, tliat's certain." 

In one minute the limiers were throwing their tongues 
vigorously and freely ; and, at a signal from St Prix's horn, the 
whole pack were at once uncoupled and clapped into cover. I 
have heard " Jack Russell's " hounds find their fox in the rocky 
depths of Hawkridge Wood ; and Mr. Trelawn/s pack view theirs 
among the cliffs of Skerraton, waking a thousand echoes with 
their frantic tongues ; but never have I listened to such a crash 
as that which now greeted my ears, and sent the blood whizzing 
through my veins. Fancy sixteen couple of deep-mouthed hoimds 
uniting in one grand peal of music, and sending forth such a salvo 
that, if the oaks of the forest were " listening oaks," as Horace 
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Olympus, and musl: 1-^J^ ^ ^^j^ of ra^J ^'^ ^^o ^ '^^^°'*- 
within a league's ^^^^Z^^ gc^^x. y>oo^.^^^^^l'^^^ Ti^^*^ '^'^ 
scarce at once; "^l-^^^^^^hed with fear, i^ ^^' *e ^^^^ ;^o^f 
the jays positively scre a bloody one *• "'^ di %V>.- ^^^^es 

a sylvan war, to l>e ^^^' ^ '^^ the ^^^ ^J^^s, and 

sequel will soon ^1^*^"**^* ^ix3s ran as if gluejj ^^ ^ar— 

For one hour th^f ^^^^ ^,n the wings of ° '^^^i' ^» as the 

ever and anon a ^*^^^"tjae face of man tha^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ 
the open, less dre^^ii^f ^^^^ appeared beyo^^ 'h?^ "^ ^^«; and 
but as yet not a ^f ' ^^s, I ^^]'''\^ ^^ ,^ ^. ^^^^^"^^d in^^ 
Talkofafox'scr^rtx^ ^^re '°^^"'0"s tl^ ^^/^^ X.^ i^ J° 



wary, more mly, ^x. ^^^ ^eres«teen Coupfe of .""^^^ ^^^ erf"^' 
f danger. "^ p *« Pureu,> of / ,? ^0> ^e/ ^*- 






a rattling view holloa as s^ ^^a speedily forv^ tk ^q, 
open plain. St Prix, bad he cnep^^^^^ ^^^j^ h^^^r^^ oL 
him on the spot. Then the hom^is ^^^ turned, ^^V^ 4^^ ^'^e 
their first swing, they hit on the li^g ^^ another y^K^ ^l;^/, '^'^ 
evidently accompanied its dam to the very edge of ^iJ! ^^'^os/^'^ 
dared not break away. Again, they ^^j.^ j^^rd at j^ . ^^ ^^^t ^^"^ 
it became my turn to catch a vfeHr ^f ^jjg gauj,j ^t>^ ^ov^^^ ^^^ 
ridden about a hundred yards into the cover, and, ^Q^ ^^^ ^''O'J^ 
in an open space under a huge beech-tree, I ^isteng^^t^ij' "'^ ^^ 
less delight to the cry, which I knew from the }^^ ^*^>/,^.'^-^*e^ 
being turned towards me. was getting nearer an^^'ids' t^'^^- 
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12 WOLF-HUNTING. 

moment. I could hear my heart beat as the dry wood cracked 
under the tread of the brute, now within twenty yards of my 
horse's head ; but whether he caught a glimpse of me, or merely 
from habit avoided the open space, he turned abruptly to the left, 
and, at that instant, the balle-maride of a peasant crashed through 
both shoulders, and he rolled over like a rabbit head-foremost 
into the scrub. 

Then there was a grand " mort " sounded by the horns, in 
which the hounds, after worrying the wolf, joined in wild strain 
their paeans of triiunph over the fallen foe. The brute was a 
full-grown one; and nothing siuprised me more than the dis- 
proportion between him and the biggest hound in point of bone 
and power ; the arm just below the elbow was nearly double the 
size of the other, while his canine teeth, when extracted, measured 
more than two inches in length, and were so strong and keen that 
a horse would stand but a poor chance when seized in the throat 
by such weappns. 
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season, and this without over-working and thereby damping their 
ardour, he was wont to find his litter at break of day ; and, after 
a short scurry, long enough to scatter the cubs and set them 
" a-travelling," he blew his horn at the first lull and stopped his 
hounds. He then pottered about for an hour or more in the 
green pastures, as if he were looking for mushrooms, but quietly 
eating his frugal breakfast as he gossipped about his " entry," 

" You see, sir," he would say, " those cubs have been a-going 
hard ever since we moved them, but they won't leave the cover ; 
and when we fresh find them at Mother side they will be more 
than half-beat, and we all the better for our rest." 

These tactics were almost invariably successful; Will killed 
his cub without over-straining his puppies, and often a brace of 
cubs before the dew was off the grass. 

This was precisely St. Prix's move on the present occasion ; 
five minutes had certainly not elapsed before the hounds were 
once* more in full chase, the cry firom the rocks above bursting on 
the ear like a peal of heavy bells from a church tower. Again St 
Prix's horn sounded the signal "La vue;" and instantly after- 
wards, "Les animaux en compagnie;" by which we all knew a 
brace of wolves were on foot together. But they did not long 
remain together ; the hounds were so hard at them that two lines 
of scent was the speedy result. The pack, as it happened, were 
pretty evenly divided, and although one detachment held to the 
ridge and long heather above, and the other cracked away 
thorough the deep cover below, both maintained a parallel course 
for a distance of nearly five miles, going straight back again for 
the cover in which the wolves were first found. 

So good was the pace, too, that the best-mounted chasseurs 
utterly failed to head the chase and get a glimpse at the wolves 
as they crossed the few open glades that intervened between the 
covers ; all of which were as well known to Keryfan and others as 
the avenues of the Bois de Boulogne. St Prix alone carried no 
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fusil \ his weapon, a long old-fashioned couteau-de-chasse, hung in 
a leather scabbard over his left hip \ a reserve he had often found 
useful in dose quarters with stag and boar at bay, and which now 
neither impeded his movements nor induced him to quit his place 
in the management of his hounds. 

Cracky crack I went a roaring smooth-bore not a hundred yards 
in front, but below me in the cover ; and at the same time the 
heavy slugs from a braconnier's piece came whistling through the 
air, cutting the bushes right and left within a yard or two of my 
horse's head, but luckily missing both of us \ he had killed the 
wolf, however, and the music of one pack ceased at once. They 
were close upon their game, and would probably have pulled it 
down in a few minutes if the braconnier had not interfered. It 
was a fine full-grown young wolf; but I could see St. Prix was 
not a little disconcerted at the termination of its existence by the 
peasant's gun. He had reckoned with good reason on fairly run- 
ning into him, and wished especially to show me that his powerful 
hounds, unaided by the fusil, were of themselves able to accom- 
plish the feat. 

But St Prix's vexation was transient as a passing cloud : the 
other pack had turned when the double shot was fired by the 
braconnier, and were, as my dear old fiiend "Jack Russell" 
would say, swearing hard words at the villain before them. In 
less than five minutes St Prix had thrown in at their head the 
seven or eight couple that followed his horse, and again the old 
forest rung with the grand music of the united pack. 

Short turns, indicative of short wind, speedily followed, and as 
the cover consisted chiefly of thick, matted underwood, the hounds 
had it all to themselves, without a chance of losing their laurels by 
an untoward shot. Suddenly the cry ceased ; and a stifled sound 
of mortal fray, mingled with sob, growling, and yells, followed ; 
it was the death-struggle of the gaunt, long-toothed beast, over- 
]X)wered by many foes St Prix's delight was unbounded as two 
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fashioned characteristics, and the total absence of any fox-hound 
blood in their veins, I don't think I ever saw a harder-driving lot 
in chase in my life. Above all, when, as will always happen in 
cover-runs, a portion of the pack was ever and anon thrown out, 
it was delightful to witness the struggle among them to fresh- 
catch the scent, and the freedom from all tawting propensity 
among the tail hounds. 

Shall I be regarded as a Goth and a Vandal, if, in spite of the 
worship paid to kennel-pedigree, long as that of "Bourbon or 
Nassau," I venture to believe that the present gaudy English 
foxhound would be vastly improved for all hunting purposes, 
and that too without extinguishing one spark of his dash and 
ardour, if his mixed blood were again refreshed by the old 
standard-hound blood, the sang pur of Lower Brittany ? I say 
" mixed blood," because unquestionably the present foxhound is 
the result of a cross originally contrived between the smooth 
terrier and the old-fashioned hound of this land in former days. 

Were any master independent enough to resort to this ancient 
stock-hound and invigorate his pack with the original, genuine 
hoimd blood, it is the conviction of many experienced houndsmen 
that better runs in all weathers would be obtained by such 
mettle. We should then once more have hounds similar in 
fashion to the old Beaufort badger-pies, carrying high crowns 
and feathered stems — noble hounds, that, no matter how wild 
the weather, would hunt a fox to death inevitable so long 
as he stood above ground before them ; or, if the scent 
served, would kill him in an hour under any circumstances. 
There are no such hounds in England now as there were in 
the time of the sixth Duke. Even their colour — ^that long- 
surviving relic of the old type — is all but lost — ^bred out and 
banished by the black and tan, the more fashionable hue of 
modem days. 

But, as "every dog will have his day" — even Queen Eliza- 
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inquired what foreign hounds he had tried in wolf-hunting, and 
what age they were when he had made the experiment 

" Your English foxhounds," he replied, " young drafts of which 
I obtained from some of your best kennels \ but, admirably 
suited as they may be for the style of work required from them 
in a comparatively open country like yours, they don't suit Brit- 
tany. In the first place, they don't take to the scent as if the 
wolf was their natural prey \ and, in the next, they want more 
tongue to let us know where they are in these interminable 
forests. Here we have no avenues, like those of St. Germain 
or Fontainebleau — ^no royal road to hounds in chase; so, with 
an old wolf that will run straight on end for fifteen or twenty 
leagues, holding to strong cover so long as he can find it, your 
chance of living with hounds would be a very poor one if you 
had not plenty of music to indicate the line. Again, young fox. 
hounds are so given to riot that the difficulty of getting at them 
with a whip in our deep covers is all but insuperable \ and, conse- 
quently, more tractable and less wilful hounds suit our purpose 
far better." 

These, I owned, were indisputable reasons for the preference ; 
and as St Prix is justly proud of his own grand hounds, there 
is little fear that, Legitimist as he is, he will ever consent to 
mix the hybrid blood of our English foxhound with that of 
his own pure and genuine race. 

During the past night, and occasionally throughout the day, 
heavy rain had been falling on the eastern ridge of the Black 
Mountains ; and the brooks, as we crossed them on our home- 
ward route, had swollen from mere rivulets into fierce and 
dangerous torrents. The hounds, in many cases, were swept 
headlong before them, and after a cruel buffeting managed to 
land some fifty or sixty yards below the ford at which they 
endeavoured to cross, and where the horses were just able to 
hold their own and scramble through. At length we arrived 
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by which it was mouot^*^' ^^ steer his horse jq ^ ^'oicfl^ ^^^^*»^ ^ 

any rider to keep his ^^^'^v-er, ''^'^ ^nHy P^Paj-grf ^ ^"^ -J^'^^^s]^ 
other side. St Prix, ***^"^ ^ piqueur, Jig denjan^^ ° ^°f -^^^^^^ ^ 
emergency, and shouting" **^£^ijt <"* *^'^ fathoms, t|^ ^ *"<:k ^^^^^^^ ^ 
which, to the length of ^^^axxt's hut close by-a co.f °^t:^^X^V '^ 
speedily procured from a I>«^ " '^se;^.^^^ '^^J^ 

there for this very purpose- ^^orn J"s own mare, anrf ^J^^^ 

The bdd.. baing ren.°--^^^, .„ he, ^„_ ^ J^ ^ J^^ 
of the rope secured as a ^ jj^gcliooled animal feeJin„ h V^^ ^ 

bridge, and the sensible, ^ ^cross with as much ^ ^'" V ^ >^^ 
into the flood, he guided t^^J glided a salnion to /? ^-^O" '^ 
skilful fisherman would i^^T^r in s^^-^*^* !« like mann ^^^^ ^^ 
bank, and there, he landed '^ g fyatidled; ^^ ^y nightf ^^i"^ ^ 
ten or a dozen horses were «^ j^ Tour d'Auvergne ^^ ^Vv ^^ 

reached Carhaix and the JFl^'*^' ^^ ^it)^ X^5 

further adventure. ^^ -^ 
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CHAPTER III. 



The old town of Carhaix kept wild wassail that night : the three 
wolves, mounted aloft on the same miserable beasts that had 
borne them so unwillingly from the battle-field, were paraded in 
triumph through its crowded streets ; nor did Caractacus of yore, 
led by the conquering legions of Claudius through the city of 
Rome, inspire the inhabitants with greater joy than was felt by 
the primitive people of Carhaix at the sight of their fallen foe. 
Men, women, and children turned out en masse to catch a view of 
the gaunt brutes, the progenitors of which had kept them from 
youth to old age in a perpetual state of alarm and terror, and, in 
spite of every precaution, had throttled their horses, devoured 
their sheep, and even snatched up their favourite dogs before 
their very eyes 1 No wonder the old town rang with applause at 
the noble conquest achieved by St. Prix ; no wonder they greeted 
him with vivas as a conqueror returning from a victory, in which 
every soul of that city was so deeply interested ! 

The chief medical man of the town, M. Bernard, a good 
sportsman and a most intelligent man, who had accompanied the 
French army in its expedition against the Kabyles, and had slain 
the lion and the panther in their native wilds, confessed to me 
that he had often been in far greater danger among wolves than 
in the fiercest fights with those more powerful animals. " The 
latter," he said, "you encounter single-handed; but an old wolf, 
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^^^■U, brings fearful odds ag^ 
wth his family at his ^**'^' „y time, as I J^^« ^'e^.T^^t * 

and his rider. If beset jaf ^^^.e poor peasant's ^^V^,^ Jb^^_ 

when on a professional vis^"^ ^et that your best weap^^';;^f:t^^<J' «><a. 
heart of the forests, darx't *^^ ignited on yo"^ s^d^ ^sTt*"^ t*^ 
lucifer matches: these, '^'^V, like dust before rte -^^/^to -^ 
scatter them at every fl^^ ago, I was roused ^^ *<i(jt *» "tefc^.^Z/^ 

remember, some four -vvi^^*^^ ^isLtc attendance ^° ^ -^ *^^^h '^^^^^^. ■%. 
bitter weather, to give ioo***^ firoed : ^^^ <^^ ^^ *ti ^^ofs ^"^ ^ ^^^^ 
living in the forest of I^**^ ~^ £sLtSLl ; so in ten i^j^ ^f^rent ^^**'-=^^»^^^ 
and delay would have ^^^^^^ poor sufferer's aid. ^tes j^ t^^^^^^^^^ 
dressed, moimted, and o/*" *«^ ^^ ^ league from the t^^ ^^•^^^^^^ 

" I had scarcely ri<i<i^** ^ ^£- my mare, that a Mr^j^' bef^^ ^^'^^ 

became aware, by the s***"^*^ ^f "^ ^''^ *^ '"^'^^ ** 2 "^^ ^*>^" ^^ 

rather more attention to ^^*\f j^oi^ever, did not distn^T*^ ****^ "^^^ C^w 
to think agreeable. One "^"^'^^self, springing ever ^^ j* »e; ^'^^^^^ 
as yet, but one had shon*^** ^f my heae^ and „, ^^'^ ^^ "^^^^ 

the hedge-bank within si^c **^ ^ cracked a fusee qq ^^"^-^ ^"^^^^^^ 
appearing behind the fence _ •» ^ quicker canter, and "T ^^^^ C^s.^^ 
bow. 1 spurred my mare ^ . but, so far from thi, T^'^ ^ '^^^ 

the pace to choke off die pw'J ^^ ^ broad gap i^ j^^ ^^"^"'^ l^^JX^ ^^ 
case, I soon found, as we sf»e ^^^^ j^^^ and head with !h^^' ^^"^ "^^^ 
not only was he holding lais ^j^se on his quarter, **^^"^ '^v^ 

but that four other -olves^^ ^^^^„d t^o of the bru^' "'"'^^^ V 
hard in the chase. In anotn ^^^ growing bolder as th ^%^^X^ ^ 
bounded on the hedge-ban^ ^ -^e ^^^ "' ^o closely that r ^"^O^^ ^ 



grew hotter, kept Stride and « ^^^ t^rutes as it tainted th ^^^^ 
absolutely smell the breatH <>^ ^^11 know, are simplv T ^W^.^ 

air. The Brittany lanes, ^ >7^ /^^ked on either side by "^^^V^ 
hollowed out of the land, 0^^^ , - ^e wolves with ravA,. Ki ^:k ^ 



broad banks, from the top of ^^* ^xi^asuring my strength ^^ ^^^^ 
were now looking down upon ^^ ^j,^ ^^^^'^ ^r even stu^^^ ^^ 
mare's probable endurance. ^^^ €>n «« with one bou ^^^^ ^ 
her gait, the pack would have *^^^ '^^ i ^ ^ ^ 
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luckily, the little mare was safe as Notre Dame ; and I took care 
to keep the lucifers going, flashing them in their faces, and 
frightening the skulking brutes, ever as I did so, into the adjoin- 
ing field. 

"For two long leagues," continued the doctor, "did we 
travel on in this perilous fashion \ till at length I began to fear 
the mare would drop from exhaustion. She had been going, 
from the first, fetlock-deep in clay, and was now so terrified by 
the wolves that any unusual impediment would, I felt sure, 
bring her headlong to the ground. My ludfers, too, were 
running short; and as I had a good half-league farther to ride, 
I economised my stock by only flashing single matches, and 
that, too, when more than one wolf traversed the bank in such 
dangerous proximity. My old hunting-whip now served me in 
good stead: hitherto I had carried it between my thigh and 
the saddle, but drawing it forth, I stood up in my stirrups, and 
with all my force brought the heavy thong down over the head 
and eyes of the leading wolf. The success of this manoeuvre 
was instantaneous; not another wolf dared show again till I 
reached in safety the peasants hut, into which I rode the little 
mare with a thankful heart No fox ever gained his earth more 
opportunely, for another ten minutes must have been fatal at 
least to the mare. 

" The cowardly brutes, however, though baffled, were not 
beaten. There they still were, watching the hut and prowling 
around it with dismal yells, denoting their disappointment. So 
I deemed it prudent to carry a mass of burning embers just 
outside the door and to feed that untU daybreak; and this 
alone, I am quite confident, kept them off the broom-roof and 
saved my little mare from certain destruction." 

When the doctor had finished his story, I inquired how the 
poor peasant had fared on his return from Carhaix, unarmed as 
he was, and unfurnished probably even with a box of matches. 
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^^v ^^j-TTAisryr, 



^h he would be- s^rt^ enough/' said the doot 
the mare was the attir^M.fztioii. ; and. only in case <^^^^ 
down together would myr HFg have beeii in danger. "^^ 
at least, no matter wtk^t^ tlxGir numhers nor what ^^ 

they never attack a hum^n l>Ging, great or small, by .^ ^^ 



they never attack a hurxaan t>em^, great or small, by ^^ ^^ 
Man's dominion, given l:i 1x^:1 I>>^ the CrGator, is paran^^^ ^^3^ 
^ was fortunate enou^^i trliat night to sit next t^^ ^ ^^ ^ 
ae Kergoorlas at dinner j axici liearing- he was a m^^ ^-^ 
hounds in Upper Britt^n>", J g-leaned from him sorn^ T^^ 
information with respect to the style of hound h^ ^^^ «r 
hest adapted for his j:>artioi-iIa.r sport. *^ 

''A big, bold, broken -hi aired hound is what I ke^-^ 
work; and occasionally ^ invig-orate the race/' said h^^ 
a strain of wolf-blood. ^^ "" 

'*And how, pray," X inqviir^dy ''do you manage that ^ 
"Nothing is niore simj:>le. The dog and the wol^ 
congeners they breed re^iciilx tog-ether; nor does the law a/^-^ 
mules affect the hybrici race, as the offspring of the fir^t: 
reproduce their litters ^vlth thie same facility. I keep a d^ 
brought up by hand • arad l^e, sucided in infancy by a j^ _ 

<^^ini, lives in perfect' concora ^vith any hounds I thinj^ ^^^^^ ^^^-^^ 
enrl^o. ,..:.i. , . . . - - -1 ; while a day or tyvo ^^e^ J^ ^^ ^ ^ZT^^ 







*^ 



"And do you find t2:»e first cross, 
in chase as your ordinarx Ho""^^^" 

"Far from it," he repi^* 

produce to breed from. TJ^er , -- _- - 

and are so self-wiUed in chase and so fierce in kennel, ^^^ ^ -^ 

nierely use them as stiia hounds, and enter the secon^ *>^\^^ 



^^ 



dam, lives in perfect cone 

enclose with him in his kenne 

a strange hound to his coixipany. '^ ^_^^^ 

cross," I asked, " iis mati^ ^i ^T-^ 

Is?" ^^ "^^ 

"Far from it," herei^li^*^ ' "''"^o^n^ch that I only '^'^^^j^ '^ ^w^ ^ 

usuaJiynin mute or a^^ ^"t ^^ > 

and so fierce in ^"""^1 >^ T^- "^ 



";^re]y use them as stiia I^^"^ 

Tl>«e, the grand-offspring- <^^ ^^''^ ^^^^' ^'^^^"^ ^^''^ 

fierce, fine-nosed, desper£ite 

the longest day. But to ^'^ " 

"ley are too shy of their ton^^' 



-:°'^v^*>^^^>^ 



fri chase, and never tiring t:^^^ ^v^^ ^^ 
^ixndid, they have one gre^t ^ V^^^^\^ ^:^^^ ^ 



le ; nor can 



this defect b^ ^^ ;^ x^ ^ 







r^ 



oogle 
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out for several generations, although tonguey hounds are 
especially chosen for the purpose of every cross. The old 
nature of the wolf appears and reappears, and no device of 
human ingenuity can pitchfork it away." 

I have since learned in my own country, from that keen and 
experienced sportsman, Mr. Waldron Hill, who brought over 
several couples of these hybrid hounds from the Department of 
Eure, and whose object it was to enter them as otter-hounds, 
that they had at least one other fault, which he found utterly in- 
eradicable, in fact, the old wolf coming out again in them. 
They would kill sheep ; and, as he justly remarked, that to 
hunt the sheep was a far more expensive amusement than 
hunting the otter, he hanged the whole of them. In the Count's 
coimtry, however, this vice would not be observable, as there 
flocks of sheep are not found depastured abroad and roaming 
at will on a thousand hills, as in this more favoured land. 

For the next two days, after the triple kill at Conveau, St Prix 
deemed it advisable to give his hounds perfect rest \ so, in order 
to employ the time more profitably than in frequenting Madame 
Laurent's cafe and billiard rooms, St. Prix, Kergoorlas, Keryfan, 
and myself formed a shooting party, and arranged to sally forth 
in search of woodcocks to the Pencoet and Ty-meur covers, all 
within two leagues and a half of the town of Carhaix, on the 
following morning. 

In spite of Admiral O'Grad/s advice at whist, " never to look 
back too much into futurity," I am tempted to make a backward 
cast with respect to the wolf-hunting, as before detailed. The 
sport, as I have already said, was good as it could well be; 
the hounds admirably suited for the work, and the "field" as 
ardent and practical a set of men as I ever wish to meet at 
a cover-side. It was, however, at first impossible for me to 
reconcile the system of riding to a glorious pack of hounds, 
armed as each man was with a double " smooth-bore," with the 
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^'l^iv ^- <^^ ^^^ ^^^'^ ric Of this Breton and Fr^ 

^ot^o»6 A\o3tt^^^ ,-vva.r* - J he» * well*- ^ ^ 

guests -^^^fl^. ^•Je ^-'-";^eft, l^^\"^^°^"tsed a wisl. 

BtoaA^t^tvOXvS ^;^ as -^ .^; for the work. ,, ho^ 

d^y^' ^"Cttra-Vi^ t*^^^,d e^P'^^our ««^ ' ^«. "'^f^its look 

^ - ^^ ^<V.ng ^- S _.,„.. .hen the f^,. 



'^^t^tvOXvS ^;^ as -^ .^; for the work. ,, ho. 



.. to ll>« *T^G»»"'' •„« in e<>°* 
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28 WOLF-HUNTING. 

" I expected," said Lord Palmerston, " at least to see a twitch 
of mirth on Grant's countenance ; but he was too well bred for 
that; he quietly remarked that the hound and fox would do 
admirably, but that the gun would be unsuitable for the 
picture."* 

When the Count de Kergoorlas* drag drove to the door of the 
Hotel La Tour d'Auveigne the clock struck seven, and at that 
early hour in a November morning every one was astir in the 
house, and even in the streets of Carhaix. Whatever may be 
thought of French morals in general, those of rising early in the 
morning are, unquestionably, habitual to them ; and that, too, not 
among the ouvriers only, and those on whom the labour of life 
falls heaviest, but among the higher classes of the community. 
It was barely dawn ; grey, cold, and comfortless ; and yet there 
sat Kergoorlas on his box, looking as cheerful and as happy as if 
he were going to drive a party of pretty girls to a summer fete in 
the forest of St. Germain. 

" Mount, mount," said he, " the horses are longing for the 
road ; and the braconniers of Carhaix will catch the first flight of 
woodcocks if we delay our departure much longer." 

I was happy to feel that, on this occasion, I was not the 
delinquent; St. Prix had been gone an hour to his. kennel, in 
order to examine the hounds after their work of yesterday, and 
had not yet returned. As I approached the drag, I ran my eye 
hastily over the team that stood, to all appearance, in no hurry 
for a start; though, to judge by the way in which four Breton 
peasants held each horse by the head, there was evidently some 
misgiving in Kergoorlas* mind as to the steadiness of the whole 
lot. A few minutes later St Prix joined us, and, on mounting 

* The above story is substantially correct ; but, since its first xniblication, the author has 
been kindly informed by Lord Aberdare, to whom Lord Palmerston related it, that the 
French Anglomane was M. Charles de Momay, and Lord Alvanley the man whom he 
consulted as to the painter; moreover, that the circumstance occurred soon after the 
restoration of 2815, when Sir Francis Grant had not long escaped from his petticoats. 
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to the vacant seat on tho ^^Z\^ - let them 2!^? ^ // 
his whip, ordered the P^^^^^^^^sed before, ,4'^^^' 

witness again, ensued oix x.x**- ^^ ^ -^ t^e 

on hearing the whip crac 



ri^rxi.^ 1^0 -ietthem 

^ «ritn^sseci before^, ^ 
such a scene as I never- %^a*-^ ^^.v^ r/.o^ ^ ^ 

,. tloat granite road ^ ^^ 

on neanng tne wmp <^-^^^a 1-^ ^^ -<i o^ t^ 
rope traces, and ^"^^ ^^^f^^^^^tly set both leader 



flanks; an intrusion that m^ ^ miracle hoi,r t^ 

viciously, that it appeared t:c> ^ ^j^gmashed by the 
skulls of the wheelers rerrxaxne ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ 
ever, Kergoorlas, who sa.t on ^^^^^.^jned to such ; 
/m//, as if he had beerx ^ ^ plied the whip ^' 
cradle, held on by the rein^, ^^^^^ ^^^ j^^j^ j^^ 
notwithstanding the ne^.x*-'^?^ lunges in the air, j, 
alone, continued his fra.n.tx<:^ 1? steadied his coach 
team into forward actiox^^ -|-LOT>-windovi^ with a 
streets and by protruding 

to be forgotten. ♦-'vt^ trot," i^ former d 

" The speed of the '^^^^ ^th the pace at 
donke/s gallop coir^P^^^ ^— ajrhaix to the Roma 
descended the hill frort^ ^^^ ^^ steady nerv. 
and nothing but the *^^^ tlie mkcanique hard- 
Kergoorlas, backed "^P . \:>erined bones. The 
hind wheels, saved ottr * ^ ^vheels — ^not a pa 
coach, high slung vip*-'^ ^eled over the narrow 
modem invention — ^^ ^ ^\ o^ ^^ other by a j 
one side by a quarry^ ^^ rxd- kicking his shoe 
wheeler still plungi^^ ^ ^^xe O.B.C., and ine 
staggered many a m^^^ laever for one mom 

to grief ; but Kergoorf^ ^^^^^ himself indeed f 
his presence of mind^ " 

^ ^^ri«»^ ^"°^ *Q extremity.' 

^j-o5sed at a gallop 
Beyond the brid^^' 
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30 WOLF-HUNTING. 

Kergoorlas got the first pull at his team, and brought them up in 
steadier form at the foot of the following hill. New trace-ropes 
were then substituted for the broken ones, and the remainder of 
the journey to Ty-meur passed off most pleasantly. 
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^^tAPTBR IV. 
7"* cove,s or T^ ^ 

''^<* bo.r^r^'*''"~™«ado J^^^^' ^^""dingr with hoI7y> ,^. 
^ee^een • f ^^'^ of aZ/ /j*' ^'^ ^' ^ere and there, ax=» -=; 
as WeJi / '" "® laire, it ^ J*"®^*^' compels the chasserx*^^ 
adjoinj °P^^ ground, ^^''^^ ^« feedinfir for coclc -e^^ 

Were ,> glades of P/qj.^^> respects there is a great «^ 

*essed •"°' ^*^^ *^® occa5,*^"'e and the coombes of r>^^«^'*=»-' 

white c " ^"***1"« and g«^^^^ appearance of a Bretoi^ I^ 

land a^n' "**^**^'^'°Sr by it *^* costume, or of a tethered 1=^1^-*=^ 

Wand . *'"^'***'e man j _ tiiminutive stature the povertrv" * 

"nriva?? ^^^'^S thehonJ^' ^-^wer Brittany might fanc=y ^^^ 

Pastur *=**"nty- The j^ ^^^s and hanging woods or ■»»« 

p^^ ^' ^'^*^ """egotiabi ♦'oad bani:s enclosingr mere s«r.«-». 

aliv "^' ***^ "*^«getatfoii ^ ^^ ^^ horse Jess favourer*:* 

^ e with trout, and dof '^^ *^e valleys, the sparkling^ fc»:^ 

% are precisely wh^^ *J% the duty of irrigation in eyery^ ^ 

jends to the hill-ton- ^« sees at home : but the ^lon^e^-^ 

«sMhe country in O^ table-land, where it can be sau^« 

Pownwith timber, broo?.^*^! is an uncultivated wilderness, -^ 

than the Forest of fif^. fu„e, and heather; less wdd, P«rf3.. 

^^oor, but sedated, ^ -* "' ^"^ - 
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" clitters " of rock and granite tors. No finer cover in the world 
for the plunderers that frequent it, the fox, the wolf, and the tusky 
boar. 

But our business, at present, is with the woodcock ; and as, 
during the late full moon, a cold easterly wind, with a point of 
north in it, had prevailed, large flights were known to have 
arrived in the neighbourhood, the best covers of which were 
unquestionably those of Ty-meur and the adjoining district ; so 
we fully anticipated a fine da/s sport The proprietor of the 
estate being a wealthy banker, resident at Brest, we were received 
at the grand old chateau by a Breton garde-du-bois, left in charge 
of it and the woods, and apparently the whole property. A 
greater ruffian I certainly never encountered in Brittany, where 
the peasantry are usually a quiet, well-conducted set of men ; but 
this fellow, at nine o'clock a.m., was so drunk and so dangerous, 
that he several times fell head foremost, loaded gun and all, into 
the midst of our dogs, and, on recovering his feet, used the 
grossest language my ears ever listened to. 

I am not strait-laced, nor a very nervous subject, but candidly 
own the prospect of being accompanied by this garde-du-bois 
filled my mind with apprehension and disgust: the chance of 
being potted like a partridge was not a pleasant one, but the 
bmtality of his conduct was far less endurable. Our party of four 
guns being divided into two lots, Kergoorlas and St Prix going 
in one direction, and Keryfan and myself in another, the Breton 
garde-du-bois constituted himself my guide — for metallic reasons, 
of course, as every Englishman is believed to be a travelling 
Croesus ; but, as he affirmed, for the purpose of showing the 
stranger the most favoured cock-ground in the Ty-meur covers. 
My mortification at this arrangement I can scarcely describe ; 
but, altliough I did my best to conceal it, St. Prix saw at a glance 
what my feelings were in the matter. 

" See you," said he, calling me on one side, " yonder knoll in 
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the fir trees? dose below it is a. small ^^v^'w ^ 

W only to take that bea^t within sight ^7'! ^rxt>^r^^ . ^^^ 

^^oveHtsdoo,ax.a yoxx'll ciispose or l,::;^^^^*^^^!^ 

Thanking him for tKe hint:, I resolved to nr fif k ^^ 

the incumbrance adrift witlx the least possible Hi ^^" ^^:5^ ^ 
ii^ed to Keiyfan, and whistlix^g at the same timeT^ ^ ^^ ^ "^^^ 
two brace of which I Ixaa l>rought with me fro iT^ ^^t^«. ^^^' 
entered a long hollow oak ana holly cover, and "1. ^^^^^^'^^^^'^^^^ 
went, made our way straigl-it: for the knoll ; ^ ^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^ ive 
rently, seemed to "t>e qiaite in unison with th ^ ^^ "^^-^ ^^^ 
garde-du-bois. Before -we arrived at that p^-^^^ T^^^ 0,^^"^^-^^- 
spam'els had flushedL some fifteen or twenty ^' ^^^^o^^ ^-^^« 

we only managed, to "bag six; indeed, the chancel^f "^ ^^ ^^^^ ;5^^»^€ 
even so many was greatly against \hQ guos, ag ^^^ ^^^ ^^^t^:^^ 
brought with him a l>race of wild setters, merlyunh^^^ ^•^^^s*.^ 
regardless of all coixtjrol. These, leading the spaniels t^' ' — 
ranged madly through tlae cover about a hundred yards ah^c^ 
"s. In vain their master swore, kicked them with his h^^^ 
sabots, and at length fired after and into them, until they how-J 
with agony; and in. vain Keryfan and myself remonstrant 
loudly, and begged him to couple them up, and take tlx^ 
back to their kennel, as they were only spoiling the sport 
the day; to which he ever replied, with an appeal to the saczr-^ 
mother, " Curse the mongrels ; the/ll be quiet enough shor^ j^ 
and then they'll find more cocks than all your spaniels wovt,^ 

in a week." 

Keiyfan at length nudged my elbow and said, "Ifs no ^^ 
Frank, we axe only wasting our words ; let us get on to -^'^J^ 
auberge as fast as we can ; that is our best chance now." *^^ 

"Yes " I replied, "or our spaniels will be ruined as welj 
the sport^ hut if s my firm conviction the fellow is more t^ -^ 
than fool,'and has brought out these dog^s on purpose to sav^ ^Xi- 
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He is evidently not so drank as i^e 



%e« 



,^>Xi 






vras so 
sustain lils 



t!x>ex%e>l\vv<^ V^ we ca^J^r?S ^<> ^rin^- ^^^^^^^ calling for his 

''^'^''^4t^^^^^V^ V ^ ^^^ ^^'^ ^^^^ "^'^^ iron, he 'threw them 
^"^l^y^^ \4^ . ^^^ ^^ ^""'^^^y stretched on the opposite 
^^^^ '^^\e!^' ^^)oying the heat of the smouldering embers 
sVde o^ ^^^ {elVci^y* ^ piercing scream from the pig, whose head 
^tYv ^^ ^ at least one eye had been knocked out, instantly 
quivei^ ^g indignant wrath of the aubergiste, who, seizing a 
^^^gel by the small end, as the Bretons usually carry it, sprang 
like a tiger on the garde-du-bois, snatched away his fowling-piece, 
and then dealt him two or three tremendous whacks over his 
shoulders that must have left their mark there for many a day. 
In a moment the garde was upoA his legs, closmg with his adver- 
sary ; but, like Roderic Dhu without his targe, he was powerless 
without his sabots, a Breton's chief weapons of offence in every 
such struggle ; the aubergiste kicking him in the shins and twist- 
ing him by the collar, as a Comishman "at play" would do, 
threw him once more prostrate to the ground \ as fair a bax:k-fall 
as a "stickler" ever witnessed. Had they been rival Irish 
peasants meeting at Donnybrook, their pugnacious ferocity could 
scarcely have been stronger ; for no sooner was the garde floored 
than, like Antaeus, he sprang again to his legs, and, this time^ 
made a dash into the aubergiste, and gripped him fiercely by the 
throat. 

Murder must have been the result speedily, if Keryfan and I 
had not now interposed We dragged them asunder with great 
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difficulty ; and it was not till I had tossed down a five-franc piece* 
and ordered the aubergiste to produce a bottle of " Bordeaux " (I 
might as well have asked for Jove's nectar), that the sense of self- 
interest diverted his wrath ; while, at the same time, the demand 
for wine excited the thirsty appetite of the sorely-bruised garde- 
du-bois. But wine alone, such as it was, did not satisfy the 
latter. He called loudly for a chopine of cider, with a goutte of 
eau-de-vie to qualify and warm that harsher liquor; and six 
successive chopines of the mixture did he gulp down in the space 
of a few minutes. He then settled down again in the chimney 
comer, as if he intended making a night of it with the less 
disgusting beast, now no longer molested, in the opposite comer. 

Keryfan signalled to me, and said, in an undertone, " Frank, 
we shall have no more trouble with this fellow ; in ten minutes 
he will be as dmnk as Bacchus, and then we'll make a fresh start 
of it." 

Quite trae ; in less time than that he was lying on his back, 
snoring aloud, like Polyphemus in his Trinacrian cave. 

" Now, then," said Keryfan to the aubergiste, " take care to 
dose the door as we leave the house ; for if those dogs of his 
follow us, ril shoot both of them in the first cover." 

The man, in a subdued whisper, expressed his readiness to do 
as he was directed ; but intimated his conviction that the garde, 
on waking up and finding the gentlemen gone, would comport 
himself like an unchained wolf. 

A few steps brought us to the edge of Penmaen Wood j a few 
more, and we were threading our way through the oak and alder- 
bushes of this extensive cover, the spaniels working busily in a 
narrow circle around us, and flushing a cock frequently under our 
very guns. Twice Keryfan bagged his right and left shots ; but, 
on this occasion, I did not get the same chance. 

It is human nature, perhaps, to be prejudiced in favour of 
one's own race ; and to believe, as ahnost every Englishman does 
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in the matter of field sports, that his practical knowledge thereof 
is unequalled by the inhabitants of any other country. However 
true this may be as a general rule, I am bound to say that I have 
met with many exceptions to it among my Breton friends. The 
Baron Keryfan, for instance, is not only a good shot and a fine 
horseman, but thoroughly understands how to draw a cover, where 
to look for his game, and, whatever that game may be, so to 
handle his hounds in pursuit, that he can usually render a success- 
ful account of his da/s sport The Count Charles de St Prix, 
too, although not much of a shot, knows the habits of a red-deer, 
and how to hunt him, as well as Mr. Fenwick-Bissett, or the 
" Prime Minister" Russell, two men who, beyond all others in the 
west country, have studied this grand game and given the wild 
dun-deer his due value as a beast of venery, rather than a mere 
taiget for a rifle ball. Across country, and such a country as 
Brittany is, St. Prix fears no rival ; and to an old wolf breaking 
cover and facing the open, the 'Louvetier is as fatal an enemy as 
Anstruther Thompson ever was to flying fox in the Bicester Vale. 
Others, too, might be named in Brittany ; such as MM. de Celler, 
Kerjeguz, Tregwemez, than whom it would be difficult to find in 
any country better shots or keener craftsmen. 

There is one point, however, in woodcock-shooting, and that a 
very essential one, in which even the foremost of Breton fowlers 
signally fail ; and that is, in their mode of beating a large cover 
with advantage. A Breton, for instance, will invariably post him- 
self in some open spot, while his dogs are ranging through the 
cover ; and, if a cock flies in his direction, he probably gets a shot 
at him ; but, for every chance he thus gets, he loses many better, 
by not following his dogs up and taking whatever snap-shots he 
can obtain at every cock, as he is flushed, in thick or thin cover. 
By this means a moderate shot, whose spaniels are under fair 
command, and who can walk well up to them through cover, will 
make a far better bag in a day's shooting than the most accom- 
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surrounding scene. Here, if we except these predatory neigh- 
bours, to which he is always paying tribute, but without gaining 
their good-will, M. Gourdin is literally " monarch of all he surveys," 
and, although a man of wealth, and a bachelor to boot, prefers 
the solitude of the forest to the charms and amenities of a more 
social life. 

Not two hundred yards from his chateau, in a dry hollow, 
unplanted with * fir-trees and wholly occupied by heather of a 
gigantic growth, lies a patch of ground about four acres in extent, 
which Keryfan pointed out to me as St Prix's favourite " draw," 
when he hunted this district. In the midland counties of England, 
proprietors are wont to plume themselves on the perfection of 
their fox gorse-covers ; and certainly, if art, judgment, and expen- 
diture could ensure a " certain find " and a good run, they are 
fairly entided to such results. But here was a cover of nature 
which no art could equal ; a homestead for wolves ; dark, diy, 
quiet, and dense as an Indian jungle ; with deep woodlands on 
all sides, into which, when disturbed by hounds, a wolf could 
break at any point unviewed by mortal eyes. 

Our spaniels, with hackle up and terrified looks, regarded the 
cover with infinite suspicion, and no coaxing nor encouragement 
would induce them to show a nose within its dangerous precincts. 
Hollow, arched runs, indeed, in the otherwise solid mass of 
heather, indicated too clearly on its edge how frequently they were 
used by wolves in their passage in and out from the surrounding 
woods ; and doubtless, by the manner of the spaniels, the scent of 
the wild beast was even now strong on the heather. 

"Sensible dogs are they," said M. Gourdin, who had just 
joined us, " not to enter that cover. Not a month ago, a she- 
wolf and her litter fell upon my faithful old Hector, when 
chained at my very door-post I had gone to Concameau to 
see the wonderful piscicultural establishment for sea-fish, which 
M. Coste, a member of the Academy of Sciences, has managed 
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my poor faithful dog-" ^^ i,y this ^toiy, as, on ray pre ,.^ 

I was greatly i^^^f^^^^se covers, I h^d especi^Uy adrjT 
visit to Brittany arxd ^^^i^en of a WaUach^ ^^ ^ ^^^r^ 
Hector, the grandest sp ^^^^ .^i^y inches high, and, sj^ 
everseea He was *^ ^^^ conquered hun, ^^^^^^^ ^ 
handed, no wolf ^^^^^^e^ and powerful fr^e ^^,^ ^^ ^ 
was, though, his big .^^g that feU upon him i^ ^^^ ,^^^ 
for the many Pl»ili^**^o^rdin, the Frenchman, a^d the B:^^ -» 
night. Between T^' , ^i,ourhood there was no i^^^ lost C^"^^^ 

peasantry of his **^*^^o<i ^^ ^^ ""^^^ ^^ ^>^ys ^s* ^^ 

occupation of laJi<*' ^^ infringed, created a bitter jealous^^ 

to when his rights "^f^ to those, alas! too well ^^^ .^ 
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available for the ^^^ ^es^des his master, Hector, by d^y, ^ 

let or obstruction- ^-^^ whole domain; and woe be ^ ^ 
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bundle of sticks ^ -jiijoed him to a certainty, holding ^^ ^^^^^^-^ 
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his sackcloth collar till his cries brought the proprietor to his 
rescue : then followed the procbs-verbal, leaving a worse grip 
than even the mastiff's teeth. In Ireland M. Gourdin's life 
would not have been worth a week's purchase; nor will it be 
a matter of surprise if, as was believed at Carhaix, the Breton 
servant designedly omitted to shut up Hector, but exposed 
him to the almost certain fate of being devoured by the wolves 
that infested the adjoining cover — a cruel revenge, but one that 
might reasonably be expected from a peasantry not half civilised 
and desperately tenacious of privileges rightly or wrongly main- 
tained from time immemorial 

The Breton peasant naturally hates the rich French pro- 
prietor, not only because, armed with the terrible power of the 
law, he puts it in force whenever an act of depredation occurs, 
but because, speaking a totally distinct language, and differing 
from him in physique and natural character quite as much as 
a veritable Milesian differs from an Englishman, he regards 
him as an intruder on the soil — an alien and a tyrannical 
neighbour. It is a fact that, throughout Lower Brittany, the 
Celtic language is universally spoken by the Breton population, 
and that — with the exception of a few Frenchified words, 
necessarily adopted to describe new articles introduced from 
France — ^the language is still in many respects much as it was 
a thousand years ago, or even in the fourth century, when, in 
the reign of the tyrant Maximus, the first great exodus occurred 
from this country to the ancient Armorica. 

The isolation of Lower Brittany, no less than the prejudices 
of its people, has doubtless contributed to this unusual result ; 
for imusual it certainly is, if what Sir Charles Lyell says be 
true, that "no language seems ever to last for a thousand 
years." That the languages of modem Europe — especially 
those of England, France, Germany, and Italy — ^have imdeigone 
during that period a complete transmutation, is an unquestion- 
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and Welshmen of the present day. So, indeed, are the songs in 
general which M. de la Villemarqu6 has collected in that most 
interesting work of his, " The Poems of the Breton Bards of the 
Sixth Century." That gentleman, when he visited the prin- 
cipality of Wales about thirty years ago, established the fact, since 
corroborated by many others, that a Breton scholar with a know- 
ledge of English and a Welshman understanding French, can 
carry on a conversation in the Breton language with little 
difficulty to either — all the old words being the same, although 
when written the spelling of them may be very different. 

" But," I hear an impatient enquiry, " what on earth has all 
this to do with wolf-hunting and wild sport in Britanny? Cut 
bono the knowledge that the Breton language has or has not out- 
lived the period of existence assigned to all languages by Sir 
Charles I.yell?" The answer to which is simply this : That, by 
the old Breton peasantry, the connection between Great Britain 
and Lower Brittany is still cherished with a sentiment of respect 
and pride ; that an Englishman is regarded with far more favour 
than their very dissimilar and uncongenial French * neighbours ; 
and that if a Welshman speaking his native tongue visit that 
primitive people, he will be received by them with especial favour 
and kindness, and welcomed as a brother possessing the same old 
Celtic blood in his veins as that of which they are equally proud. 

This community of blood and language is a key to the 
Breton's heart ; and if, in addition, the sojourner in quest of sport 
carry a well-stocked tobacco-pouch, and is liberal therewith, he 
may hunt, shoot, or fish, where his inclination lead him, through- 
out the length and breadth of Lower Brittany. I speak from 
experience, having passed two pleasant seasons among the people, 
and traversed, in pursuit of game, its wildest nooks. I never once 
was looked upon as an intruder, but, on the contrary, received 
the right hand of fellowship wherever I roamed from the peasant 
proprietors of that rugged land. True, the aforesaid require- 
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ments were fulfilled ; I spoke Breton, and half-ruined myself by 
my expenditiure in French "caporal." 

Our further sport in M. Gourdin's plantations is scarcely worth 
recording ; suffice it to say, Keryfan and myself, when the day's 
bag was counted, had killed nearly three times as many wood- 
cocks as Keigoorlas and St Prix; both of whom, although 
shooting equally well, if not better than ourselves in the open, 
never attempted to enter a close cover nor follow their dogs 
throughout the day. 
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CHAPTER V. 



The principal towns of Lower Brittany, such as St Brieux, Morlaix, 
Brest, and UOrient, are in no respect deficient in the accommoda- 
tion required for the comfort of travellers sojourning in that country; 
but, as a general rule, the smaller towns, especially those out of the 
beaten track, are sorry quarters even for men able and willing to 
undergo considerable discomfort in quest of sport ; for ladies they 
are simply unbearable. At Carhaix, as I have said before, there 
is, fortunately, a very fair provincial hotel. La Tour d*Auvergne, 
the host of which, M. Marseillier, having once been chef-de-cuisine 
on board King Louis-Philippe's yacht, has seen more of the world 
than hosts in general; and, still proud of his white cap, doing 
duty at his charcoal stove, chatting, singing, frying omelettes, and 
concocting the most delicate and savoury dishes, he does all a 
man can do to make his guests comfortable, and his house popular. 
Madame, too, is a rare manager, looking sharply after the house- 
maids, famous for her snow-white linen, and particular, as regards 
the sleeping apartments, as any woman in Brittany. 

But MarseiUier's qualifications as a cook and a landlord are 
not his only good points ; he is also devoted to the chase ; and 
if, perchance, a foreigner, wishing to see a little wild sport in 
that country, take up his quarters at the Hotel la Tour d'Auveigne 
(and nowhere within reach of the Black Mountains could he be 
better located), Marseillier, whether he had a houseful of guests or 
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any share in the honavx^ ^^^o^^^^ v^ a vexy poor marker 
up between us in ^ " ^siy- *L assurance that the hare 
both fired at simultaixe ^^g my ^^^ ^^^^^ promising to 
and his deUght on ^® ^^^ 5 ^'^g hotel, where, as I aftervir^s 
to his gun was "°^° iglxt; f-o' ^^ superior skill, and insta_: 
back in two minutes, ^"^^gcrit*®^ ^^^ a rag6ut intended for 
learned, he pleasantly ^^^ ^^^^close upon two hours befor* 

set to work to preP^^^^ it; ^*^ 

dinner that very day , ^^^ -^ the concoction of w^ _ 

joined me again. -k>.»^®'**^,jrpassed him : it ^^^^ ^on^e,^,^^ 

One word about r^ '^^'^^tare but far s^Pe^or in its deli, 
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flavour and rich g**^^ f5rc»«<* ^^^^^ of the Ocean, Her Ma^ ^ 
the secret of making ^\x^^' ^ lX)uis-I'^^PP®' ^^^ so delightec^ 
of England's yadxt* ^.^^^ ^^^tiUty and queenly dignity. ^ 
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inmrinent dange*^^, ^^vi^ and MarseilUer-s care, 
of her subjects J ^^^ 
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After our da/s diversion in the covers of Ty-meur — ^a day that 
especially gladdened Marseillier's heart, for he it was who chiefly 
profited by the bag — ^both Keryfan and myself hoped St. Prix 
would bring out his pack and draw M. Gourdin's plantations and 
heather-brake, so short a distance from Carhaix, and a sure find 
at all times. But dU ali&r visum; and so did the Louvetier. 
" The hounds," he said, " required more than one day's rest after 
their unusually hard work ; and it would never do to bring a 
slack pack into such large covers, brisUing with furze, and matted 
with heather from one end of them to the other." 

Accordingly, as an idle hand comes to no good, we, the four 
gunners of the previous day, made immediate arrangements for a 
day at Locrist — a heather and buckwheat district, in which, if 
Marseillier was authentic, the partridges, red-leg and grey, swarmed 
en masse. So, at break of day, just as 

" The feathered songster chanticleer 
Had wound his bugle horn, 
And told the early villager 
The coming of the mom," 

Kergoorlas' coach rattled over the rough paving-stones of the 
old town, and brought many a pretty hontut-de-nuit to the open 
windows, as it cracked along towards the modest "place" in 
front of the La Tour d'Auvergne. It was a cold, shivery 
morning, the ice in the shallow puddles crackling 'neath the 
horses' feet, and the grass and fallen leaves sparkling with hoar- 
frost. The sun was affecting to shine; but, in point of heat, 
its effort was a mockery, so keen was the north wind and so raw 
the damp exhalation arising from the foliage, withering on all 
sides around us. About a league from Carhaix, I was in the act 
of fastening up the last button of my great-coat, when my eye 
caught sight of an object, the recollection of which even now 
brings a shudder to my bones. It was the figure of a man, naked 
to the waist ; he was leaning against a rough upright stone that 
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spots in tYval tiet^ j ^Od. The litde hamlet, however, boasts 
but of one tnSV ^ ^ouple of poor cottages ; so that accom- 
modation tYiete W35 ^^lie, much less "good entertainment for 
man and horse," ^^ ^Hy of those buildings. It was found 
necessary, therefore, to send on the team and coach to Callac, 
a small town near the Forest of Dualt, about two leagues 
beyond Locrist, and on the eastern road between that place 
and Guingamp. 

Our arrangements for the beat were soon made : St Prix 
and Kergoorlas, who were bent on having their revenge, taking 
the hill on the right bank of the brook ; while Ker3rfan and I 
worked the rough ground on the opposite side of the valley. By 
this plan we mutually derived immense advantage, as we were 
able not only to mark for each other, but to save our legs from 
the labour of following the coveys that continually, in their first 
flight, crossed and recrossed the deep ravine that lay between us. 
The red-legged birds were especially addicted to this manoeuvre. 
\Vhen spnmg on one side, they almost invariably crossed to the 
other ; and then, taking advantage of some intervening knoll — 
just as a fox would place a line of hillocks or the screen of some 
undulating ground between him and the eyes that would tally him 
— ^they recrossed the valley, and perhaps dropped into a strong 
piece of gorse within a field or two of the spot on which they 
were just found. But, by drawing both sides of tbe valley 
simultaneously, we completely out-manceuvred their tactics ; and 
this, too, without shouting or disturbing the ground otherwise 
than by the report of our guns and the legitimate work of our 
dogs. When birds were marked down, a hat waved in the 
direction served as the simple but effective semaphore to indicate 
their exact whereabouts. Then, not a word passed between us, 
so that the running propensity of the red-leg received no stimulus 
from our babbling tongues. 

No country in the world can surpass this rough groimd of 
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Brittany in point *^\ gcent ; while the humid a/ 

both a foot and a. sx ^.^^ ^^ the soil or vegetatic 
able to its long <Jvtra ^^^^^uct. It is »o exaggera 
game has come xtxt-o ^jnter, when down wind 
have seen a Britt^-^y" ^ ^^eat, at least five hund) 
birds, feeding oo ^^^-^j, he first winded them, 
from the spot a.* '"'^ _ treat to witness the ws 

occasion it was a. g* -ned Mars, found his birds a 
old-fashioned AoS' ^^^ -with nose high in 

not a greater <i»sta» ^^ stepped along, straigh 
pointers never *^^^^ ^d, stood a moment on the I 
fly, across a large ^^i stood on the bank, crof 
across the next, ^^ jeng*> °° *® '°P °^*^ ^^'^ 
fourth field ; and f^^^d erect, his tail level wit 
fixed point, tiis '^ ^^^Xhy of Phidias' cbiseh 
his whole attitu<Je ^ j^id in the buckwheat st 
legs were lying ^*' jCeryfan got a brace J ^ 
yards firom his "*^^^^ertion of foUowing t*^® fj* 
what blown by tlx^ ^^^^ j ^ould recover t*»y* 
at the fence, and t»^ 

of range. ^^^^r, Roomed t ^igapP^'ttt 

I was not, ha^^^^oorlas' hat w >V^^e c< 
than two minutes *^^ J.^,^ the sig^^ ^ ^ ^ tl>® , 
and we soon learned ^ the v^ ^ ^ ^S- . 

in a thick hanging coV"^ ^^^ ^o ^^ M^^,^ 1^^ 
sped, and had only }^^^ ^^ be^^^t ^^Af^^'- 
wood, when Mars a»»^ , point 5^ t^ fc^ 
diately came to a ste^^Lj to bf^^tW ^^ ^**' 
Both dogs had been tr^^^ ^^^0^\^' 
so, and Keryfan's one J ^ P ^ ^, 

headforemost into *e^-^ '^ o/^^^^^ 
wherein the birds had '^'^ *U^ >a.^ 
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and again Keiyfan knocked down a brace, while I only managed 
to floor my second bird. 

There was a good deal of high, branchy timber, chiefly oak, 
too, with the leaf still on, standing in the cover ; and, as Keryfan 
announced a brace down to his barrels, I could not resist a few 
words of applause. " Bravo, Baron ! " I exclaimed ; " I never 
saw man and dogs do better worL" 

"Hold hard, Frank," said he, "wait till they're gathered. 
Both my birds, if I mistake not, are runners ; and if so, the dogs* 
hardest work is yet before them. Red-legs, in such a cover as 
this, are far more difficult to stop On foot than they are on wing." 

He had scarcely finished speaking, when Dian, with her short, 
stumpy tail eloquently expressing her satisfaction, sprang on the 
bank, bearing aloft my dead bird, its head and legs dangling from 
her jaws, but not a feather crushed by her tender mouth. She 
dropped it gently into Keryfan's hand. 

Again, away she flew at her master's command, as if she was 
well aware, too, there was more game still to be recovered. I 
could hear Mars in hot pvursuit, as the dry sticks crackled in his 
track ; but Dian knew her business far too well to interfere in his 
work. She had her own to do, and seemed to understand it 
instinctively — ^the result, doubtless, of careful training and high 
sagacity. Battues and beaters are abominations ! " Procul, O 
procul este, profani!" Give me one hour with such dogs as 
Keryfan's, and pleasantly will my memory dwell on it to the day 
of my death. 

In a little more than two minutes both dogs appeared on the 
bank, each with a red-leg alive in his mouth. As before, Dian 
trotted directly up to Keryfan, and literally put her bird into his 
hand; but Mars was not so complaisant He, proud of his 
capture, and carrying his head high, marched round and round 
his master, indicating, with all the signs of which he was capable, 
his extreme delight in the successful chase. Never did I see 
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better work, nor a prettier sight. Well ^^^ 
of such a brace of dogs, and fairly migj^^*^^ 
believing tHey ipv-ere faultless in their tv^o^t ^^ 
Brittany. ^^ ^ 

A year only afterwards Mars and Dj^^^ 

Keryfan Had sxxstained a shock which ma^j *^«ca 

for the rest of liis life. His confidently him , 

piqueur, henohman, and friend to \iit^^ j^^^^a^t 

pieces by a plundering Englishman, who, j*^<i A/s 



folic 



birds, misseci tliem, and killed the ,j^ 

appreciation of his two dogs, he wrote ^^^ ^^ 

that sad evei^*- "^'^^^oh; 

" Dear- X^i«-a.nk, 

<tf -V"oii ^will be grieved to hear q^ 
conveys. Yesterday poor Pastor was iiUed i^^^ 
out shooting with a novice, who, bunglfn^ « fie. : 

him instead o^ l^^^ ^S**" ' ^ ^^^^^^ <^«tr.ssed by « ' 
for, as yo»a fenow. Pastor was my nght hand in all ' 
honest man, ^"d a fnend I could ill spare in these tixnl, 

« I have xivade up my mind never to shoot again 
and Dian wUl t»e of any use to you, p^y accept them &; 

" Your old fiienc] 

There is o'^® especial feature in which the Brittany 
excel all I ha^« "^' ^'^f* ^ °*«' couptries; they ^ 
strongest gorse cover without hesitation, and draw it fo^ 
a foxhovma would draw \t for a fox They certain]^ 
fine in the skin as the Spanish or English pointers; bu^ 
they do oo* cany long-haired jackets and feathered s^ ^ 
setters or spaniels, their coats are thick and close-set ^' 
adapted to *^^ ^°'^ country in which they do their ^or^^ 
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have probably some admixture of hound blood in their veins ; 
their long, pendant ears, high crowns, and the almost universal 
habit of throwing tongue when in hard pursuit of a hare, would 
indicate affinity with the hound race ; and if thus descended, their 
courage in drawing gorse and thick cover is readily explained. 

It may be a natural, and is decidedly a patriotic feeling, to 
believe that no nation in the world imderstands the breeding and 
management of dogs so well as we do. 

Hounds, and their various breed. 
And no less various use. 

Yet the poor, imeducated peasant of Lower Brittany, the bra- 
cannier who gets his livelihood by the chase, shooting seven days 
in every week, and shooting partout, breaks a pointer for his own 
use immeasurably superior in many respects to the highly-trained 
dogs so often met with in our turnip fields and grouse moors. 
The former will break fence, it is true, and will foot a hare like 
a very hound ; but this he has been taught and encouraged to do 
— ^it is a qualification essential to the bag. On the other hand, 
he will, as has abready been stated, face the thorniest brake, never 
rake in drawing for his birds, and, above all, will retrieve his 
wounded game by land or water perfectly. Without these accom- 
plishments, especially the first and last, he would be valueless to 
the braconmer in that land. However, suum cuique is doubtless 
the fair conclusion : certain it is that the thin-skinned, highly-bred, 
and highly-broken English pointer is found to be utterly useless in 
Lower Brittany; while probably the coarser-bred dog of that 
coimtry would be unequal to the quick stubble work and fine 
style required in this. 

There is a sad disfigurement practised on Brittany pointers, 
which, considering the gorsy nature of the covers they draw, has 
doubdess its advantage; but, on the other hand, it detracts 
largely firom the good looks^ and even the dignity of the dog in 
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«*on; the tail, tJiat: in<iica.t:or of all 

siient tongue that exi>la.ins all he means, 

flooii and a mere st^ux^p is left, scarce 

aaJisbuiy sheep-do^. Sli£Lme on the ^ 

disregard of the pointer's Isea-uty- and giac 

™ignt he have roux2.<3.^<3. liis eaxs, as we do 

*an mutilate thie t^il in. siich barbarous 

operation would l>e *sur rrxore serviceable, 

less disfiguring to -tls.^ a.ppesu:ance o{ the 

object a stump-tailesd pointer- -would cut si 

Srand animals e3cl:i.it>it:e<i in that class at our 

And yet, over and tJux-ousl* <*»^ rough cover 

latter, as I have at>xiix<3stntly tested, will bear 

his coarser cong^esner- He is worth a pajfj 

other for the scrat* -work required of a pofntg^; 

But to the sport- Xt ^-as our turn now to 

five birds escaping- faaci dropped m a^g^^^ ^^^ 

opposite side or tl^e vallej^ j but before j^g^^ 

could reach the sf»«* ^ sturdy Peasan^ a^^^ 

"J'aSgy goat-skin jaoket, shambied „p ^^^ ^ 

whence he had donbtl^^s ^^° 'T-'f^^Ottropea 

*e aid of his stvn«p-tail^<'S-' *'f^^d the b/rds 

actually bagged four out of H^e ^fthj j^ 

the enclosS Thi- i- - '^"^ "^ ^"^'^ and eo" 

«o say the modem Fr^r^oh sangsj and c^,^ ^^ 

iraa^f^^ couldL taJce '^'^ ^'^^f^^ ^,/'**^ with /r 
""stbesome gx-oxar^d ^^f""^ J"J*"^ h«rden. 
knocked over his io«r-tfe b^d %-^^!?r'-^ and 5t 
*e fence close to I-to ^ ^/^ ^^ ZdZ ^^^ «^-^ 
even conscious o£ <ioi^S ^^^ *^ ^^ T ^ ^""^^^^ ^k 

St Prix, Whom ixe eWd ex,t(r ^"^'^ ""t ^"^^ too C' 
^esporthehad J"st beei^ ^njoymg- ^utcoa^^„ h 
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infinite coolness, " you shall not be disappointed j there are red- 
leg and grey partridges m masse in this valley, and if you follow 
me you'll bum all your powder and fill your carnassilre before 
midday." 

St. Prix, one of the proudest of the old Breton noblesse^ whose 
mother was maid-of-honour to Marie Antoinette, and he a 
Legitimist to the backbone, could ill brook the peasant's familiarity. 
" Follow you," he said, deliberately j " no ; we neither require 
your leadership nor your company. You go your ways and we'll 
go oiurs." 

In no wise discomfited by this rebuff, the man, who was 
really a good-natured fellow, said pleasantly, " Well, M. de St 
Prix, if you won't take a good offer, I'll quit you, certainly j but 
mind, if you require my service in any way, I shall be within easy 
reach of you'for the rest of the day." So saying, he lifted his hat, 
whistled to his dog, and disappeared over the adjoining fence. 

These, as we afterwards learned, were his usual tactics, 
depending on the labour of others to fill his bag, and " living," 
as he was wont to say, " like the lion, on the prey hunted down 
for him by the jackals that came into the Locrist valley." On 
future occasions, whenever I went shooting alone into that neigh- 
bourhood, I generally found that my first right and left shots 
brought the lion out; and being always well provided with 
tobacco, I had no difiSculty in securing his good services, and 
getting him to show me the reniise of every covey sprung on the 
adjoining hills. That is the name given to the cover, whatever it 
be, into which the game, when disturbed on feed, immediately 
flies for concealment ; and as the whole face of the land, barring 
a patch of oat or buckwheat stubble here and there, is one mass 
of gorse, broom, heather, and brushwood, a single chasseur, 
without a knowledge of the remise^ and without a marker, might 
as well bide away; he sees a covey once, and never sees it 
again. He might far better hope to recover a blackcock in 
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the ravines oF 'R^wsrolrMcliy than a 
stances. 

Kledan, or ICleiian Kam — for, < 

braconnicr w^^ tlnus sumamed — ^hacZ * 

by a plan clever" enough and peculiarly 

unable to ^woirls. liaxd for his game, it w 

less natural jaclcalls, to send his wife 

sunrounding Ixills and feeding ground ; 

some knoll that commanded the whole 

of every cov^ey disturbed by them, ai 

remisey far or near, to which it winged 

guide to tlxe game, he was more effect 

would have l^een in that district ; and if 

franc piece and a brace of birds were ad< 

tobacco wlxiclx at least in a i^v^ hours h 

and asHes, poor Kledan was made uni 

gradually l^ecame great allies; insomuch, 

the valley of Locrist a weekly visit, he w< 

my long al>sence ; and when, at lengUi, 

departvure, a stranger would have suppose( 

lose thte dearest friend he had upon earth. 

dog" he sa-id, despondingly (he always bn 

and it often puzzled me to know which 

the best) ^ '^ but for my wife and dog, j 

to-morrow, and be your^^r^-^.^^^ m Eng 

d s Bvit they would soon want bread jf i 

chains »^ *^ Locrist." 

Poor ICledan 1 little did he know what i 
would lia^^ ^^^ ^ ^^ English gamekeepe 
would scarcely have suited him so well af 
playing tlie lion over the jackalls that visit 
His thorough independence, too, would have 
at the co^^r^^^^Q. I turned my back on him 
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infinite regret j but my memory often reproduces him before my 
mind's eye, a fresh, earnest, and manly Breton peasant as that 
country ever produced. 

About twenty brace of birds, red-leg and grey, six woodcocks, 
and a hare or two, had fellen to om: guns on both sides of the valley, 
when an incident occurred that somewhat marred our sport, arid 
set St Prix in a blaze for the rest of the day. Kergoorlas' 
favourite pointer, in jumping off a bank, pitched exactly on the 
bridge of a huge wolf-trap, which, instandy springing, caught him 
with its iron jaws by both forelegs. They were broken on the 
spot ; and a merciful shot from his master's gun, there being no 
alternative, released the poor brute at once from further suffering. 
We all grieved for the dog ; but St Prix's trouble, as the Louve- 
tier of that district, arose chiefly from the trap : not even Sir 
Watkin, nor Russell, nor Meynell of old, could have been more 
jealous for the fair life of a fox than he was for that of a wolf; his 
vexation, then, in discovering that foul play was practised in this, 
his favourite hunting-ground, burst forth at intervals for the next 
day or two, like the fiery eruptions of a disturbed volcano. Kledan, 
who suddenly dropped over the fence and joined us at this junc- 
ture, naturally aroused St Prix's suspicion ; and bitter were the 
invectives he levelled at the bracofinier's head. He, however, 
stoutly denied all knowledge of the trap ; and, to show his 
sincerity, at once volunteered to carry it and throw it into the 
deepest pit of the river below ; a proposal St Prix derisively 
scoffed at, saying to the braconnier^ " You may do that if you 
please \ but you'll fish it up again before the sun rises to-morrow 
morning." 

" I never have trapped, and never tried to trap a wolf in my 
life," said Kledan, fiercely ; " but there's no knowing what I may 
do for the future, when, on my oath, you refuse to believe my 
word." 

St. Prix had fairly exasperated him, and, I believe, did him 



Digitized by 



Google 



great injustice; for, as X a.l\:eirv«rajr<ls discovered, Kleci^ 
man, and would spea^lc: tOcxe -tnatl^ in the face of death ±t ^ 
this altercation woixlci Ixst^re texxrxinated, it ii yx^^it^^ xi^^^ 
jecture ; but, just stt tixet xxioxnent it bid fair to ciilj^^ 
violent action beti^eexs. St:. X>rix and the braconnt^r- ^ 
opportunely appearec± ijo. "the field, hastening towai^ ^ "^ 
bearing by his mstr^ixetx: sorrxe ticLings of import to sojjj ^ 
party. He walked stxrais^*^ '^l? *^ **^^ ^uvetier, and, ^^^ 
hat respectfully, erxtre^ated his immediate help at' t^^^' 
"For," said he, ** the ^w^olves are eating us up there. Two^! 
ago they killed my c=o-w- toy daylight ; and last evening they sei 
my horse by the gT-xllet, and would have kijied him in hal 
minute, if I had not jrushed to his rescue and scared the bru; 
away : as it is, they have strii>l>ed his skin down from the thr^ 
to the chest. So l>x^>^^ xnox^sieur, don t delay." 



lu inc cnest. So •£>^r^-y » ** _ ^ "•'• 

St Prix at once slij^P^-^ ^* .T^*" ^''^ ^^ his hand a^ 
gladdened the poor feHo--'^ ^^^'^"^^ ^V ^ying : "To-„o^*V, 
"doming my bounds s*--" *^^ ,I''h^,''^°^**-'-^^*oC^> 
andiftheloup-g^o« is roused, let Him ioofc ^ Ws skia" <^«H.^> 
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CHAPTER VI. 



"The wolf-hounds at Trefranc Rocks to-morrow at 8." No 
sooner had that fixture been announced, than away sped the 
gratefiil peasant, fast as his heavy sabots would carry him, to 
communicate the glad news to the surrounding hamlets. Up hill 
and down dale, over many a mile of rough country did he speed, 
like Malise bearing the fiery cross when Vich-Alpine summoned 
his mountain clans to the muster-place at Lanric Mead. Not a 
hamlet nor a hut within many leagues of that centre but knew the 
rendezvous, and responded to the peasant's cry of " War and 
death to the wolf;" not a glen that sent not its hardy tenant forth 
to destroy the skulking robbier, that, first or last, had plundered 
each and all of them in turn, and brought want and misery to so 
many hearths. 

Any one wishing to see the Celtic population of Lower Brit- 
tany in its rude simplicity — natural, wild, and unchanged as it is 
by the varnish of modem civilisation — should go to a wolf-hunt : 
the peasant's blood is then up, and, both in garb and action, he 
fairly represents the appearance and character of our ancient 
forefathers, as described by Tacitus and other later authors. 
Clad so far as his waist in a shaggy goat-skin mantle, his nether 
limbs encased in the coarsest sackcloth, quaintly fashioned in the 
form of spacious "bragues" or tight fitting to the legs, his feet 
stockingless, but protected by huge beechen sabots well stuffed 
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orient Bieton, ^^ ^^^\^ ^ ^ l.is g*«*^„„ j, roused, and t3 
f been before tV^^^^-p*'** ^*^*^ \.is P^^^°'^ ^im ^ncontrollaba 

^1 to posses^ ^ ^^^ ^^cvi- ^Breton peasan 
hunt-S-^^^^^o-^ -^ tji^ -^l,eing.doubtless,^« ,,,e 
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S:^^^ had tracked i» 



S:r^^^ Had tracked in f- <^ouple 

^ -^ ^^ l:xe ^^^ ^,ook in tln.e norths 

...^-y^^^ ^^V ^^ ^^^l .^on laying or. the pao: 

;?rtured to s.y ^ ^o.«^*--Se. The co.a.dI. .n.u 

an hour. ^^.3* ^^ ***^2i s^«'"-^^'in twelve coupl, 

"I knew there ^^^^^ ^ rX^'^^fZ of »ot more than 

St.Pri."-^av-^t^--^%i- ^-^,Uy Runted onJ-,,,,U, 
,.^ely commit ^v^^iX»^ ^^oxxclxes on a plot o ^^ ^^^^, ^ 

The pack, coi> J ^^^ i* 1^ down wind ot ^^^^^^ ^^ 

just two-thirds of ^^ ^^ ^;',^eot,ho*«-'>*^y efforts of tV 

occasions, sat q ^ir j^^f '^ ^^e ''^'"P , ^ ,-oi»e his amvaX 

Sthin a hundre<3- J ^_«r« ^^ forward to welco"^^^^^ ^^ ^ 




' **»^'*^*' ^hips and frantic eno.« .^ .^v, 

"^'"^houUo dr*^- i** ^^^^^f copies, it was a marvel to t^ 
"'"Svoioe, ^^^-i^ r^-U ^f:uLg the horse's legs, as ilx^^ 
"^ «topreve^^^V ^^ t>y t*»^^ /very side and eve» under ^^ 
^T^n^^Sng *^"^nr^^5i>^ "^Jd— s for one and aki^ 
^^' "^STnt ^^^x^l^-tT ^^^. ^ the demonstration, and t^^ 
that no acciaei ^^<t>^^.fi^* ^ed ^'^ \ „,,, -^^img chains j, ^X.- 

^"t B^utoov^^ ^JJ, ^^^e^cr ^^j^usseU," the keenest A^\ ^ 
^^ TZ, l^^ ^'^^^^ ''/^tlS n^n who feeds the ^^^ Xv>Ov 

^ften heard the ^^, C^^^,^ ^ fennel door ^d g,,^ V>X^^ 

Hound observers,. ^^^1:5 ^ps tr» ^^ an exception; V^v!^VOV 

best; but the tt^^^,^yed ^ %_ ^^^XXN 

freedom; here ^^^ 
neither fed no? 
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eld of the day. ^^^ ^-^ ^ ^t M ^h^ ^U^ 

the wolves had left th^J^ T ^^ S^ot Ukl ^W* ^^ h ^^^ coyr 
When at least a hundreC^ _^ ^^ ^^^ ^ee . ^*l-Ow' ^^<1 i-f ^^'^^^s, ^t.^ 
ing wind of the scent, <i*^^;^^>^X>ed, ^y^ ^h^^^« i^o !^«^g thet 
deep tongues simultaneOt^^>^^J>^e in t^ ^*»ca "^^ C *^^ ^vWTl 

holding in tht^^^^'^j'yo^^ ^^1 soo^fy, ^ loot'! ^^°»^esf 

Once or twice, too i, ' ^^^^ ^^^0^ <^^K^t, », Sive a . «s- 

*« -If was still t^i^; ^->^0^>t'*U3ef„tS"-' 
turesque instrument T^^^^^V^^^^' if ^t^^t ."^^^r i,-, ^^f, J^'c- 
blade. I wondered a?"*^ ^^^^ PicS v> of o^^T^- 

riding masters of ^.L^\ ^^^e ^^%rouS>^>" oon,^' *^- 
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i^nir as I J»^^' - 
wiU be a mystery to me so lo e 

have guarded him terwierly- ^^^ above, a<w 

Bang, bang, b^x^S '- ^^^^^^ the air but a feO^*^ 
sound of slugs hxxrtling ttiroug ^^^^^ abstractioi^ ^^'^^^^ 
heads roused me frorx^ «^y "^^f* ^^g of " V^ ^^'^^^vJ^ e^* 
the shout from «»^y ^"!f"" briars. The h^^. ^^. ^ 
a fox, a fox-re.o^<^-^J^ ^^ ^^ ^e cry -d^.^c^^^- 
once, and, throwx«« ^^ *^ ^d dashing into t^^^-ce^^*^ 

Prix turned pal« -^J^i^ence the wild yel,^ ^^e ^,,^^--* 
straight for the ^"ff^ „ot even Jack Ooddard ^^ e^e eo^^. 
No whip in the -^^^^*^\^ l^ve got at his hounds ^^e ^oi«,^^ 
of the Heythrop, •^^^^i^ As he crashed throngj^ th'''^^^^'< 
mischief more i>x-o«»I> ^^ ^^^^ the leading ^^^^^^^ ^us:,,^ 
the very nick of **^^ered the six couple arouQd him li^a^ ^ 
blast of his horn ^^^^ tHey could feel for the scent on whi^ 
of magic; and, ^^f^^ixxg them, he lifted them back at a^^^ 
peasants were tk^^ -e^onds recovered the line from which ^^ 
canter, and in ^ ffe"«y ^^jy diverted. Had they settled on the ^^ 
had been so v-eac^^^^^^^l^ility, would have slipped away and ^^ 
the wolves, in ^^^^^otr the day. The peasants, too, would h^ 
sport been marre** ^ ^^ ^j^g result of their o^n riotous behavio ^ 
been greatly anoo>^ ^t^** *" ^' favour, and a distant strong po^J!^^ 
A wolf with a S*^*^^y^sil*^ *° ^"'' »s as bad to catch as the wild 
like the Forest of ■'-^ ^ota a Dartmoor to^. However, all's w^^ ^:i 
fox that ever ^^^^^ jjound was quickly ^^ ^t work and t^"*-^ 
that ends weU ; ^T^f^^jie music. St Prix's horn, too, was ag ^ ^^ 
cover cracking '»«^*^ spasmodically to his ^heek ; but it was *^^ 
ever and anon, ^^^^^.^cT stiU gave no signal. ^X>,^^ 

drag, and the ^^^^^-^tf ^^^ mouths away from us, were 

The hounds, '*^-pitous rocky ravine, matted with th ^^'^'^X^ 
pointing for a P^^^J^id. clematis, through which it was ali^*^:v^ 
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impossible on b*"^^ ^^^ 
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available quarter; not ordinary gun-shot, but No. 2 slugs and 
swan drops, and those, too, impelled by fabulous charges of 
powder from fowling-pieces of antiquated fashion and mighty 
length. The last time I was present, five boats, each manned 
with four or five gunners, traversed the lake to and fro abreast, 
while an army of outsiders flanked the water's edge on each 
shore, and at every flight of the fowl, utterly regardless of 
consequences, these last poured their hap-hazard volleys, high 
or low, into the passing fowl, and not unfrequently into some 
unlucky boat Such a cry and commotion as then arose it is 
utterly impossible to describe. Threats of vengeance were 
hurled back, and sometimes, if a farmer was hit, a return shot 
was instantly fired at the offenders, right into the brown of them, 
promiscuously. Then the occasional bursting of a fowling-piece 
did more serious damage, and swelled the casualities of the 
Lea-day into a frightful list 

Matters now are probably better managed; but the scene I 
have endeavoured to describe is no exaggerated picture of a 
" grand Lea-day " in former times, when bell-mouthed guns and 
flint-locks were far more general than detonators, and when 
French copper-caps not unfrequently burst like shells and flew 
in splinters into the gunner's fece. From that day to the one at 
Trefranc I had seen nothing like it, nor, in point of casualty, was 
there a pin to choose between them. 

But now to the wounded wolf. The hounds clapped on to 
the scent, soon settled to it, and, to judge by the crash that 
followed, it might be supposed he was not a minute ahead 
of them. "Thafs his blood they're enjoying," said St Prix 
to me, as he listened with intense delight to the rattling 
peal : " the faster it trickles the better the scent, and, above 
all, the easier will be the victory to the hounds in the last 
figbt.'' 

^ Then it will be soon over," I remarked, hearing the pack 
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« He is an hour ^^^ ^tL.'' ^^- ^-^^6,^ 

keep going so long as li^ ^^^ ^Jiase, safe, ^^ ^ '^ 

We now rode to he^ci ^^^^^ts, "^^ o^ ^^ ^^'^ ^ ^^^v^ 

the random shots of tX^^ ^ ^^^ carcase ^^ ^hotti stiij^^ 



behind, feasting their eX^^ «»posted, in th^ ^^ ^^ex, ^ 

the remainder straggled ^S^ fejr side of thi^ ^^^r of ^^^ ^ ^ 

but ever, as we reaclae<i ^ iil>led back for j^^^ ^over, ji^ 
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shirking the edge of i*^^ ^^ out, and haQj ^'^^'^ost ^ 

and again and again ti^^^ xxds wth his cot,^ ^^ ^Vix's f» ^^ 
being able to help His '^"^"^^cident now Oc^^^-^e-ci^^^ /^*== 

last savage struggle. .^J^^t ^^^ '^''''^ '^^'^'^^si/'^ ^"^ -^^r^^ 
that I greatly marvel dx<i ^^ ^^rth, and slxx^ost tum^^ ^Ofs^ ^^^ 
his fore legs into a ^^^^^j^t^t^r, l^owever, as iuc^^"^ * «iin^ 
sault on his rider. Tti^ jyr.,^xcavated earth and^^^^ ^^v- 

feu on a heap of soft, ^^^^ ^ra-hat, he escaped with^'^''''^*X 
smashed his horn fiat as ^^ ^^ V ^ 

bruises. - Iiiro with the view of ^^ 

I was hastening to^^^^ ^^^ Mrhen I heard the hound^^^^^^^:^ 
all the assistance in my P^ ^xid at once all was q^[ ^ ^^:^>^^ 

up and the cry suddenly^ ^^ ^<r ^r^^^^^^ heard it too, and ^^ '•^^ 
lull after a raging stonn- tl^e stump of a blackthorn* d^^^^ 

his horse's snaffle-rein o^^^ fashoxind running for blooa^^^^ ^^ 
on foot into the cover li^^ , yards in front of xig^ " ^^^ 

Prix's head, about a ^^^^^^^^ith that for our guide, ^.^r^^ ^^^ 
visible above the scrub ; an^^ ^ best v»re could toy^^^^x^^^ 

and I together forced oitf ^ y^ever, we could reaoH t^/'^ V^ 
heart of the cover. Before, ^^ ^^ worrying the wolf ^^^^ ^ ^^ 
spot, the angry growl of the ^^^ teaxinS^ ^^^ "^^^^--struj^^ ^^ 
ears. Then came the fiS^^^^' ^^e occasional shri^^^V^ 

the powerful brute, and "^^ J far ^^^^' """* "^^ ^^^^V%.^K:» 
of a hound lamed or maitn^^ ^^-V^ 
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•rival ere St Prix, having lashed Barbe-BIeu 
joined the fray ; and no Irishman at Donny- 
into a row with more alacrity. In he went 
his right hand aloft and his couteau flashing 
itroke, quick as lightning it need be, struck 
ut, and he fell a lifeless carcase among the 

ifare on his and Kery^'s hams, the peasants 
feiy point ; and Hercules returning from the 
d boar of Erymanthus, could never have 
ovation from the inhabitants of that country 
he wild Breton peasants of this district He 
from the scourge that devastated their little 
their grim poverty to its last pinch ! and to 
rding their hero worship with a truly grateful 
formed this feat of public utility in the days of 
me, a temple " with costly sculpture decked " 
ared to his honour, and he promoted to the 
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attractive scent, so tempting to young hounds, in the shape 
of hare, fox, martin cat, wild boar, and deer of different kinds, 
always to be met with in the covers frequented by the wolf, 
but, from the want of "rides" or even footpaths, the covers 
themselves are, many of them, all but impenetrable, and so 
rocky that it is quite impossible for a score of piqueiurs to 
check riot when hounds have settled to it in earnest in their 
deep ravines. Added to which, the scent of a wolf is at first 
distasteful to hounds ; and many a time will a young hound, on 
crossing the fresh line, put up every bristle on his back, and, 
with strong symptoms of disgust and alarm, take refuge behind 
the heel of the nearest piqueiu*. Nor is this repugnance to the 
scent evinced by the cowardly or ill-bred hound ; the most cou- 
rageous puppy, famous for its ancestry of high-mettled wolf- 
hunters, will equally turn tail on its first acquaintance ^ith the 
distasteful scent. The force of example, however, soon cures this 
difficulty, and the fire of the pack rapidly kindles a like flame in 
the well-bred hound. The covers and the "riot" with which 
they abound are the chief hindrance ; nor is this ever sufficiently 
overcome to render it safe to throw a pack of hoimds into cover 
and draw for the wild beast without the aid of a trained limier and 
piqueur : the former to mark the line, and by his action to indicate 
whether the scent is fresh or stale ; and the latter with his eye, 
keen and practised as that of a Red Indian, to detect by slot, 
spur, or heel, the nature of the game on which the hound is 
drawing on his game. 

The ancient process of entering hoimds at wolf is described 
at length by Jacques du Fouilloux ia that quaint work of his 
entitled " La Venerie," an authority regarded by the Gallic chas- 
seurs of old with the highest respect, and quoted by them as 
Beckford is by the houndsmen of this country. It is not remark- 
able that " The Thoughts " of the latter, sound in reason as the 
arguments of " Blackstone's Commentaries," and published in the 
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^^ already entered to the soei^t wliiolnL <rox 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



"Frank," said the Baron de Keryfan to me, immediately after 
the interview with the Breton peasants, " we shall have hot work 
next week at Kilvem : the whole comitry will be there, from 
Pontivy to Landemeau ; and every peasant owning a musket 
or a blunderbuss will bring his weapon, and use it, too, in the 
most reckless fashion on that occasion — the slugs at Trefianc 
were mere hail compared with the weight of metal deemed neces- 
sary at Kilvem : the ' balle-mari^e,* which is simply a couple of 
leaden bullets screwed into one, is rammed into every barrel when 
a pig is the object of the chase ; and this, if it hits not its mark 
is apt to glance awkwardly from rock or tree, and create serious 
results." 

" A pleasant prospect for men and hoimds," I replied. " If 
that is to be the order of the day, one might as well encoimter a 
band of armed savages as join these wild Bretons when excited 
by the chase. By St. Hubert I after the pinking you had yester- 
day, would it not be safer for you to send a messenger for one of 
those Crusader hauberks that hang in your hall at Pen-meur ; it at 
least would protect your body from mortal injury, and yom: head 
and limbs might take their chance." 

"You're chaffing me, Frank," said the Baron, good-tem- 
peredly ; " but, believe me, the storm of random bullets will be 
no joke when a pig comes to run short in those hollow glens." 
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the latter may be managed by a man long accustomed to the 
exercise of the other. He may not be a hunter, skilled in all the 
shifts of a pig or deer when brought to bay, and he may be 
profoundly ignorant of the vital spot at which his thrust should 
be aimed ; but instruct him on these points, and he will deal his 
blow with a quickness and precision unknown by the less adroit 
swordsmen of this country. St Prix's confidence in his cauteau 
made my flesh creep : no matter where the boar was at bay, 
whether with his back bearing.against a huge granite rock, or im- 
mersed up to his belly in the bed of a brawling brook, the hounds 
assailing him in every quarter, and the glare of his wicked eyes 
infuriated with fire, St. Prix never hesitated a moment in getting 
at him and plunging his weapon, with the rapidity and precision 
of a matador, hilt-deep into some vital part — a service of infinite } 

danger, no doubt ; for, if the point of his couteau were to come 
into contact with a bone, and death were not almost the instant 
result of his blow, the penalty of his fiiilure would be a charge to 
a certainty, and probably a serious gash or two firom the animal's 
tusks. So, a firm hand, eye and nerve, and, above all, skill in I 

the use of his weapon, are essential in the encounter; or the 
death-wound will not be given with the exact nicety requisite at 
such a time. i 

After the departure of the Kilvem peasants firom Carhaix, the \ 

afternoon of that day was pleasantly passed in a visit to the 
hounds, quartered as they were in a peasant's cottage hard by 
the town. Not an article of the scanty furniture had been 
removed for the occasion ; but there, in the chimney-nook still 
strewed with its wood-embere, imder the table and on the table, 
and in a hollow recess of the wall, hitherto claiming the dignity of 
the peasant's own bed, lay the swarthy hounds, apparently as I 

comfortably kennelled after their hard work as her Majesty's 
staghounds might be on their luxurious benches at Ascot Heath. 
Grievously marked about the head and neck were several of 
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them in that last wony at Trefianc ; while a couple or two came 
limping along on three legs to meet and welcome the Louvetier, 
as he entered the grimy hovel in which they were confined. One 
old homid, a grand specimen of the St. Hubert breed, standing 
26 inches at the shoulder, and topped by a head and ears such as 
5nyders never saw, rose leisurely firom the bed-recess and exhibited 
a face covered with scars — z, recent ugly one, extending from his 
cheek-bone to his nose, added dignity, if it did not otherwise 
improve his look ; while countless old seams about his neck and 
head reminded me of that ancient' warrior, Curius Dentatus, 
whose body bore the marks of a hundred wounds, and all in 
front He was well named "Caesar," for he looked like an 
emperor and a conqueror from stem to stem, 

St. Prix's remedies were simple enough ; a bucket of water 
and a sponge being the sole appliance for all wounds— except, 
indeed, where the sores had generated proud flesh, when he 
used blue-stone with an unsparing hand. If a wound, however, 
was within reach of a hound's tongue, he never troubled it with 
artificial treatment, well knowing the all-healing power given by 
nature to that member. Half-a-dozen hounds had submittted 
very quietly to the sponge and water process — no joke for their 
sores under the rough hands of Louis Trevarreg — when it 
"became old " Caesar's" turn to undergo the same ordeal. I could 
see at a glance, however, that he was a hound not to be handled 
by a novice ; and that even the experienced piqueur would gladly 
have deferred the operation, if his master had not been present 
to insist on its performance. " Caesar," said St Prix, very 
distinctly, as he ran the thong through the keeper of his whip 
and drew the loop tightly round the hound's neck; "Caesar; 
ici, mon enfant ;" and out stalked the grand old hound, slowly 
and reluctantly, towards the bucket in front of the door. Two 
or three deep growls, and a few spasmodic twitches with the 
-end of his stem, indicated but too plainly that he was in no 
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humour to be handled with impunity; so, while St. Prix held 
him firmly by the head, Louis Trevarreg threw his right leg 
over the hound's shoulders, and, grasping them with both knees,, 
fixed him as in a vice, and at once proceeded to wash out the 
wound without further danger. But the storm that had been 
brewing now burst forth with a roar of thimder firom the hound's 
tongue, and flashes of lightning firom his angry eyes; and it 
was quite work enough for the two powerful men to hold him 
securely to the end of the operation. The moment, however,, 
the fine old fellow was ^liberated, he came up to St Prix^ 
flourishing his stem good-naturedly, as if he meant to apologise 
for the trouble he had given and the uproar he had made under 
his hands. 

The day following this visit to the kennel was Saturday ; and 
as our party was now reduced to St. Prix, Keiyfan, and myself— 
Kergoorlas having gone to his chateau on the Loire, and the other 
chasseurs to their respective homes — Keiyfan proposed driving us 
to see the lead-mines of Huelgoet, famed for their hydraulic pump, 
the handiwork of a M. Jimcker, an Alsatian engineer, nearly 
related to the great naturalist Baron Cuvier. St Prix at once 
disclaimed all knowledge of, or interest in mining or machinery \. 
but, as he said, the drive would be a pleasant one, and, barring a 
billiard-table, there was nothing whatever to do by way of amuse- 
ment in the dull town of Carhaix, he readily agreed to accompany 
us ; and so, by ten o'clock that morning, we were under weigh,. 
Keryfan handling the ribbons, and the tandem-team stepping 
along right merrily at the rate of eight or nine miles an hour — 
no mean pace, considering the hill-and-dale character of that 
country. 

The main roads are always in admirable order, even in Finis- 
terre, beiog under the management and supervision of the French 
Government ; but, if the traveller on wheels venture to diverge 
from these, he will soon come to inevitable griefl The by-roads 
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are supposed to be repaired by the several Communes through 
which they pass ; never, however, do I remember seeing a 
peasant at work on them; so that as a rule, in winter, they 
have ruts axle-deep, no metal on their surface, and sloughs 
or spews everywhere. In fact, many of them, if supplied with 
seed and manure, would grow as good a crop of potatoes as 
the adjoining fields. I have been in far greater peril riding 
sure-footed horses through the mire and spews of these lanes 
by night than in the wildest fox-chase I ever joined ; and when 
I say that, let me add how frequently it has been my happy lot 
to see some glorious days over Dartmoor with Mr. Trelawn/s 
hounds, and not a few with Mr. Russell over Exmoor, not less 
the region of bog, rugged ground, and wild foxes, than its sister 
forest on the southern coast But even Diamond Lane on 
Dartmoor, paved as it is by nature with blocks of granite 
scattered broadcast on its surface, and some of them far bigger 
than bishop's heads, is safe-going — nay, is a fair coach-road 
compared with many of those parish tunnels in Lower 
Brittany. 

Before twelve o'clock our team, the leader of which had 
maintamed a continuous short canter throughout almost the 
whole distance, pulled up at the Lion d'Or, the small inn that 
welcomed us on arriving at Huelgoet The landlord was the 
first to rush to the door, and instantly recognising St Prix, the 
Louvetier, and, by virtue of that office, the public benefactor 
of his country, it is scarcely possible to overstate the amount of 
attention he paid him and us during our short stay at his 
hostehy. The man had been a miner himself, and avowed his 
intention of accompanying us to the mine, and showing us all 
that was worth seeing within its subterranean precincts. So, 
starting at once for the works, a distance of more than a mile, 
we traversed a wild, picturesque gorge, through which a strong 
mountain stream, unseen by the eye, but very perceptible to 
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the ear, rushed and roared 'neath the colossal boulders that 
barred its course in vain. 

The ponderous machinery, which it was our object to see, has 
been at work in the bowels of the earth for a great number of 
years night and day, raising, without noise or irregularity, a vast 
body of water, four cubic metres per minute, to a height of 750 
feet. A column of water, brought in by an aqueduct, and falling 
from a height of 200 feet, gives the machine the power of 280 
horses ; and thus, by its incessant labour, the mine is kept dry. 
We descended by a bucket and rope to a great depth below the 
surface of the earth, our host, a man of 16 stone, leading the way, 
and testing, as he affirmed, the safety of the gear for our especial 
benefit. The test proved ample, and on alighting in the mine we 
were courteously received by the resident Director ; and all the 
operations of the men at work, all the movements of the mighty 
machine — ^a masterpiece of mechanical invention — ^and the whole 
process of separating, by mercury, the silver from the lead (for the 
mines include both these ores amalgamated together), were duly 
explained to us by that intelligent man. Without pretending to 
enter more fiilly into the subject, I can only say our subterranean 
visit proved to be a most instructive one, and that even St. Prix, 
on our return to Carhaix, confessed to having passed a most 
agreeable day, and seen with wonder the power and efficiency 
of M. Juncker's machine. 

The next day being Sunday, the whole town was agog and 
stirring long before daylight; heavy, iron-shod sabots clattered 
through the streets, and men were hastening from all qi&rters to 
mass, so that, the short service over, they might sally forth to the 
chasse with a sense of having done their duty, and without a 
scruple of doubt to mar the pleasure of the sport for the rest of 
the day. The desecration of the Sabbath was certainly far from 
the minds of those oitvriers who, after six days of toil, rested firom 
their labour, and devoted the seventh — ^their morning sacrifice 
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having been duly offered — to the innocent recreation of body 
and mind j their creed bebg, doubtless, that '^ the Sabbath was 
made for man, and not man for the Sabbath." You may break, 
in some countries — Christian so called— every law, human and 
divine, without a throb of indignation or a word of remonstrance 
from the bystanders j but if you just whistle a lively tune on a 
Sabbath day, the woe, woe, of a coming doom is pronounced with 
pitiless horror on your profane head. 

But a short time ago a friend, possessing an extensive moor in 
Scotland, told me the foUowing anecdote : He was walking, he 
said, one Sunday morning, near some of his best breeding-ground, 
in company with a gillie and a wild young setter, the latter ranging 
a-head and disturbing the grouse in every direction. After simdiy 
growls and angry expressions on the part of the gillie, he turned 
round abruptly, and said, "WuU ye whustle the dog. Sir Greville?" 
His master, not exactly catching what he said, and making no 
immediate response, he exclaimed impatiently, " WuU ye whustle 
the dog, Sir Greville? for 'tis the Saubbuth day, and I mauna 
whustle myser." And yet this man, who, to save himself and 
the birds, had no objection to Sir Greville's going to perdition, 
was the most immoral, dissolute fellow on the whole estate ; his 
Sunday evenings being especially devoted to the whisky bottle 
and other excesses. 

But to return to Carhaix. The hubbub in the town about day- 
break on a Sunday morning was more than I can adequately 
describe. Horns sounded the most discordant notes, dogs yelled, 
and men shouted and sacristied across the street, from window to 
window, arranging their plans for the campaign, and deciding who 
should, and who should not, accompany them to the chase. 
Sometimes parties of even fifteen or twenty in number clubbed 
together, and, with guns, hounds, and dogs of every description, 
feU upon some ill-fated district, and literally combed it clean of 
every living thing bigger than a Jenny wren or a cock-mouse. 
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This, of course, would be a desert land for many a day to come ; 
but, as the ouvrier^ raid was necessarily confined to a certain foot- 
distance from the town, it was my usual custom to ride to a point 
outside and beyond the circle of their operations, and thus beat 
virgin ground, im-get-atable by these marauders. 

In less than half-an-hour after the last dog and chasseur had 
quitted the town, the deathlike stillness that reigned over Carhaix 
for the rest of the day was something awful. Not even the usual 
gathering of women at the well, nor the gossip that accompanied 
it, was seen or heard for one moment around that attractive spot ; 
and, but for the occasional flittiog of a grisette, in gay holiday 
attire, firom one house to another, the absence of all living creatures 
from the streets was absolutely appalling. On the present occa- 
sion, however, the monotony of the day was somewhat enlivened 
towards the afternoon by the departure of M. de St Prix's hounds, 
horses, and men, for Gourin, which, although but a small village, 
and possessing but scanty accommodation, was selected as the 
most convenient quarters for the forthcoming campaign. 

Lower Brittany, especially that portion of it in the region of 
the Black Mountains, is the land of storms ; indeed, had the 
ancients fixed upon this country as the kingdom of .^Eolus, instead 
of those seven pleasant little islands in the Mediterranean Sea, it 
would, methinks, have been a happier fiction, and far nearer 
the truth. Some hours after the party had left for Gourin, 
I mounted a weD-bred cob, that I had lately bought out of the 
Morlaix mail-cart, at a hundred and twenty francs — just four 
shillings and twopence less than a five-poimd note — and a gamer 
animal no man ever crossed. I was scarcely off the flag-stones, 
when a thunder-cloud burst overhead, and poured such a deluge 
of rain down that, notwithstanding a double-milled great-coat, 
warranted waterproof, in which I was enveloped, I was soaked 
to the skin in less than half-an-hoiu*. The wind, too, blew a 
hurricane; and the lightning, which seemed to play upon the 
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sheets of water that covered the road, so terrified my horse, that 
twenty times did he stop short, wheel on his haimches, and refuse 
to advance a yard further. In the interval of the flashes, the 
darkness around was that of Erebus itself; and, but for my 
thorough knowledge of the road through the forest of Conveau, 
the best wolf-cover in the Black Moimtains, I should have 
despaired of finding my way to Gourin on that terrible night 
The road is a broad one, however; and the wind, as it blew 
furiously in my teeth from the moment I quitted Carhaix, kept 
me well posted as to the direction I was required to keep. 

On arriving at the Cheval Blanc, where the chasseurs had 
their mess, I found a party of ten or twelve gentlemen all seated 
at table, and the supper nearly at an end; and never shall I 
forget the hearty welcome I received on making my appearance, 
in a half-drowned state, at that festive board. My caipet-bag had 
been left for the diligence, which would not reach Gourin till the 
following day ; so, discovering this fact, two or three of the com- 
pany instantly rose and rushed off for a complete set of dry 
clothes for me ; and there and then (they would have it) before 
the huge log-fire of their salle-a-mangery I was divested of my wet 
garments, and speedily reclothed in the dry and comfortable 
apparel brought me by those kind friend^. Need I add that a 
pleasanter evening I never spent in my life ? 
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CHAPTER IX. 



The great cover of Laz, where M. de St Prix's hounds were 
appointed to meet at eight o'clock that morning, being at some 
distance from Gourin, the chasseurs at the Cheval Blanc, some 
of them, I fear, with very heavy heads, were up and astir long 
before dayhght, and, as the wassail of the previous evening had 
been maintained to a late hour, the snatches of sleep enjoyed 
by the last of the revellers must have been short indeed, and 
disturbed to the uttermost extent The litde square in front of 
the hotel had been traversed the live-long night by peasants 
assembling for the hunt, of whom it would be difficult to say 
whether their tongues or iron-shod sabots made the greater 
noise ; added to which the horses in the stable hard by, wherein 
nothing in the shape of a staD existed, the most unruly being 
separated by a bar only from each other, kept up a ceaseless 
turmoil and contention during the whole night Then followed 
the inevitable horns ; the performers thereon standing like 
maniacs at open windows in their shirt-sleeves, too-tooing for 
their lives "Le point du Jour," and disturbing not only every 
soul in Gourin, but the affrighted wolves in the neighbouring 
forest of Conveau. 

The misery of that morning, however hopeful the prospect,. 
I shall never forget ; and even at this moment the thought of 
it strikes a chill upon my bones. The wind was at north-east. 
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bitterly cold and stormy, and, blowing in fitful gusts, brought 
down heavy showers of rain and snow, alternately. Still, was 
not Laz the meet ? and were there not twelve couple of strong, 
roaring hounds, eager to rouse the grisly boar from his lair and 
pursue him to the death, even now trotting across the little Pkue 
in front of my window? The very sight of them, as the grey 
light of mom enabled me to catch just a glimpse of their mottled 
sides, acted on my spirits like an electric spark. I shouted to 
" Marie," the stereotyped name of the Breton women, to bring 
me my stockings, which, with my other uvida vestimenta^ had 
been suspended the night before within the chimney nook. 
Alas ! my Highland hose had fallen into the live wood embers^ 
and the mere tops of them, brought in by a young chasseur 
with a broad grin on his face, alone remained to attest the 
fact ; the ^rest had been turned into tinder. This was vexatious 
enough ; but the unsuppressed laugh of the youth chafed me to 
the quick j and, had he not been a bidden guest of St Prix's, I 
should have certainly hurled him out of the room without farther 
ceremony. However, I smothered my wrath as I best could; 
aud, requesting him to throw the rags on the floor, proceeded to 
pull on the pair of thin cotton stockings lent me by Keryfan the 
night before, my own baggage not being expected by the diligence 
before mid-day. But this ^was only the prelude to far greater 
annoyance and discomfort : my hunting-boots, at least the feet of 
them, were still sopped with wet ; and although I emptied a lot 
of burning wood-cinders and tossed them rapidly to and fro inside 
the boots (just as a man shakes shot in a bottle he is attempting 
to clean), and then wiped them out with a pocket handkerchief, 
my feet in five minutes were wet and cold as a lump of snow. 

Few men, however hardy their nature or inured to discomfort, 
care to put on dirty boots, to say nothing of wet ones, on a 
hunting morning ; but on such a morning as this, ye gods, defend 
me from a similar fate for the rest of my life ! Nothing but young 
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blood and the prospect of a day's sport enabled me to " grin and 
bear it" on this occasion. Nevertheless, bad as the start was, 
my own personal discomfort distressed me far less than the scene 
I witnessed inside the stable. Within sight and within a few 
yards of the horses a young wolf, three-parts grown, was chained 
to the opposite manger : a strong iron muzzle secured his jaws 
together, and his wild, wicked eyes told but too plainly the 
necessity for such a measure. Every horse in the stable was 
sweating with terror ; not one, as I afterwards foimd, had dared 
to lie down : my own brave little cob was trembling like a brook- 
reed ; not a grain of his com had he touched, nor a mouthful of 
hay. There the wild brute, I was told, had been chained for a 
month, and was getting every day more accustomed to horses and 
less violent in his struggles for liberty. The latter I could well 
believe, as, judging from his lanky, famished look, .he was all but 
starved to death ; and as to his becoming familiar with horses, 
it is quite certain they would never become reconciled to his 
company. 

The "sacristies" of my friends whose horses had been 
quartered in that stable were of little avail: the mischief had 
been done ; and we mounted, each of us, our trembling steeds 
unfed and half-jaded before the work of the day had begun. 
The light-heartedness of my companions, however, on our way 
to cover soon made us forget this annoyance ; although, from 
the rocky and roadless mountain ridge over which we passed 
between Gourin and Laz, freshness and the full possession of 
his muscular power were very needful to a horse in his transit 
over this broken ground; and great care was required by the 
rider to avoid the grips and rock-holes that presented themselves 
on every side. Still, we were all landed in safety, about eight 
o'clock, at the cover-side ; so far well, but to have attempted 
more with our already beaten horses would have been an act 
of sheer brutality. A short consultation ensued ; and a 



Digitized by 



Google 



WILD SPORT IN BRITTANY. 93 

suggestion of Keryfan's that we should put up our horses and 
run with the hounds, as the peasants did, for the rest of the 
day, was at once agreed to as the only solution for this difficulty: 
and to it, chilled as I was by my damp clothes and slow riding, 
I probably owed my escape on that occasion from rheumatic 
fever or a like ailment. 

It so happened that the cover-owner was present, the Comte 
de Keijeguz (I hope he will pardon the phonetic liberty I take 
with his Celtic name), who, overhearing our conversation, was 
kind enough to offer his stables for our use, and, moreover, to 
send our horses so far, not a mile off, under the care of his 
own servants. Accordingly, this being done, our anxieties 
vanished for the day; every man — and there were six of us 
in the same predicament — at once joined the hounds on foot: 
an arrangement, as it afterwards proved, by no means disadvan- 
tageous to us, as we were thus enabled better to view the sport 
and take up our position in rocky and precipitous parts of the 
cover, which, on horseback, would have been utterly inaccessible. 

The pack was a short one, only eight couple out of the 
twelve having been selected for the dangerous duty anticipated 
in these covers, the other four — Caesar being conspicuous 
amongst them from his great size and badly scarred face — ^were 
chiefly wolfers ; and, partly on that account, and partly because 
St Prix feared the additional risk that a larger body of hounds 
would run, these were despatched with the horses to M. de 
Kerjeguz's stables. The result, however, did not confirm the 
Louvetier's apprehension. 

At half-past eight o'clock exactly two couple of hoimds were 
thrown into cover, on the edge of a ravine, into which several 
well-worn paths, hollowed out by use, and bearing the fresh track 
of pig on their siuface, led directly down to the rocky fastnesses 
in the glen below. Not a word of encouragement did the hounds 
need ; but, dashing at once into the brushwood, in one second 
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they were out of sight, and, in another, throwing their tongues so 
vigorously that an inexperienced hand would have concluded the 
game was afoot and they swinging afler it like tenor bells. But 
St Prix, at least, knew better ; so did the hounds coupled at his 
heels : with ears puckered forward and deep furrows indenting 
their faces, indicative of intent thought and earnestness, they stood 
mute and still as statues, evidendy, however, noting every change 
in the cry, and apparently aware that their time for action had 
not yet arrived. 

Some forty years ago, the well-known Devonshire Squire, 
George Templer, had a hound called Guardsman that, so long as 
hounds were drawing or even running the drag with much music — 
not in those days considered so great a barbarism — ^never quitted 
his horse's heels: but, the moment the fox was really up, then 
went Guardsman to the front, and held his own there against all 
comers. I have heard Mr. Templer say that the hound was 
most valuable to him for that very quality; inasmuch, as 
frequently in the deep covers he hunted, when hounds were all 
but out of hearing and their notes undistinguishable by him. 
Guardsman would let him know the very instant the fox was 
found : like an arrow from the bow he sped forth, and never 
stayed his course till he had run him to ground or brought the 
fox's head home in his own jaws. I speak of sport antecedent to 
the period of the " Let-'em-alones," when a pack of foxes were 
literally kept in kennel by Mr. Templer and turned out as bagmen 
before those hounds, and when horsemen, like the Rev. Henry 
Taylor and John Templer, more like centaurs than men, rode over 
that rough coimtry as if they were carried by winged dragons, and 
not by mere horse-flesh such as we see in the present day ; men, 
who so long as honour, manliness, and genial sociality are valued, 
will long be remembered in the county of Devon with unqualified 
respect and affection. 

But, hark back I I am over the line, and getting somewhat 
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riotous j the two couple of hounds are doubling their tongues 
with great animation, and quickly getting farther and farther away 
from us into the depths of the cover. Luckily, however, they 
are working up-wind, and the faithful echoes, borne back on the 
favouring breeze, report progress with the speed and fidelity of 
an electric wire. St Prix, seated on Barbe-Bleu, is silent and 
motionless as the statue of Marcus Aurelius in the court of the 
Capitol j every peasant has left him and foUowed the chase, and 
the hounds too, still in couples at his heels, but for the whip of a 
piqueur, would have also joined the cry long since. St Prix 
beckons to me and almost whispers (for his ear is still fixed on 
the drag) that the boar, in order to be sure that the coast is 
dear, invariably retires up-wind to his lair, and almost as in- 
variably traverses back over the foiled ground when he is pressed 
in the chase; so, pointing to a rocky knoll about forty yards 
below us in the cover, he recommends me to station myself at 
that point and await the result 

A sudden change in the cry is now noticeable ; the hounds' 
tongues, hitherto growing every mpment more and more indis- 
tinct, are now turned towards us, and every note is heard short, 
sharp, and earnest, as if the strife had begun and the hounds 
were actually on the haunches of the game. Louis Trefarreg, 
the chief piqueur, stood by, keeping his eye fixed on St Prix, 
and expecting his order to uncouple some more hounds; but 
the Louvetier, hearing the cry draw nearer and nearer, and 
suspectmg there were more pigs than one afoot, gave no sign 
as yet ; the horn only was held in readiness, and one blast fi:om 
it would send "the relay" headlong from their leashes. 

One, two, three ringing reports from the peasants' guns in the 
ravine below made my pulse throb audibly j a state of excitement 
that was not a little increased by my catching an occasional view 
of at least four or five large pigs close in front of the hounds ; the 
biggest of them, which proved to be an old sow, bringing up the 
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rear, and covering, as best she could, the retreating herd. Their 
heads, too, as they galloped over the rocky ground on the oppo- 
site side of the gully, were pointing directly for the spot on which 
I stood ; and, unless untowardly headed, another minute or two 
would bring them within easy range of my smooth-bore ; and, as 
both barrels were charged with the balle-marik, I confidently anti- 
cipated turning two of them into bacon without the shadow of a 
miss or difficulty. 

St Prix, whp never carried with his hoimds any weapon but 
his couteau-de-chasse^ had on this expedition, for the sake of the 
suffering peasant-farmers, requested his friends to bring their guns> 
and to shoot down every pig, young or old, that gaye them the 
chance of doing so. To myself, as being a novice at the sport, he 
was kind enough to give a few cautionary hints, one of which, I 
have no hesitation in saying, was the means of saving me from a 
dangerous encounter: "Be sure," said he, "when you are 
choosing your position for a shot at a pig, not to choose it 
too near a run or foot-path, but some yards wide of it; and 
secondly, in case you should woimd and not kill your game, it 
is always well to station yourself under the horizontal bough of a 
large tree, so low that, in emergency, you may spring up, seize it 
with both hands, and so lifl yoiu^elf a few feet above the groimd. 
This move will securely place you beyond reach of the boar's 
tusks, and the animal, thus foiled, will pass instantly on." 

The first part of this good advice I had grossly neglected, 
not having observed that the portion of rocky ground on which 
I stood was completely denuded of moss, and was, in fact, the 
well-worn run and highway of the pigs ; so, instead of getting 
a broadside shot as they passed, I had to take them " stem on," 
or " fore and afl," as I best could — b. manifest disadvantage that 
exposed me to imminent danger, and, but for the impending 
bough, would probably have brought me to grief. As four of 
them advanced rapidly in single file, the old sow being about 
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the old brute charged so unexpectedly and so furiously that 
there was little time for reflection; I could not, however, see 
the hound when I touched my trigger." 

Old BalafirS at that momtot was giving the most demonstrative 
proof of his being not only uninjured, but in the highest condition 
of warlike vigour : with the grip of a vice, only relaxed to catch a 
fresh hold, his jaws were fastened on the throat of the quivering 
pig ; and, even when the peasants, who were employed to carry 
off the carcase, attempted to remove it, the hound still dung to 
his hold with the savagery of a bulldog. 

Both pigs were now borne in triumph to an open space in the 
cover below ; whence they could easily be removed on the back 
of a Brittany pony to those peasants' farms which had suffered 
most from their depredations. Then sounded the death-note 
from SL Prix's horn, loud and long, which not only awakened 
a wild response from the thousand echoes of the glen, but roused 
at least a dozen other horns into action from different parts of the 
cover. Nor was the sound an uncertain one to the peasants, who, 
to the number of one hundred or more, now gathered together 
round the dead prey, and loudly applauded the success of the 
chase. Considering the value of the meat to such a population, 
living chiefly on farinaceous and vegetable diet — and of that 
possessing but a scanty store — it might have been expected 
that much jealousy would have been shown in its distribution, 
and that those who had suflered most from the porcine plun- 
derers would expect the lion's share of the booty ; but, if felt, 
there was certainly no such feeling expressed by a single peasant : 
no shufiling for the bag ; but, on the contrary, the sport alone 
seemed to satisfy all. 

The usual council of war — ^the most tedious of all meetings 
as practised by oiu: Gallic neighbours at a cover-side — ^now 
ensued ; and after a long discussion, in which every one present 
had something to say, it was determined to clap the hounds on 
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legal qualificatLon. Tbis episod^ j^ tJ^® * 
unquestionably leA to serious ir^ -^, ^ ' 
peasants was fairly roused, and J^' ^^^^ ^ 
anyviolenoe needed to rescue th^^^^ ^^ 
St Prix, eitber informed of the jT^ JS^ o^ f x>^ 
the spot, xnost opportunely mterj^^o^. ^A 
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words to the peasants, like oil on the troubled waters, those 
words seemed at once to calm their passion and still the storm : 
the crowd separated again ; the peasants returning to the chase, 
and the gendarmes marchmg off in triumph with their one 
captured gun. 

In the meantime the hounds were still running hard, though 
several shots had been fired in the same direction, but apparently 
without bringing them to a check. At length, after a continuous, 
burst of wild music for more than two hours, the hounds sticking 
like glue to their game, three rapidly successive shots brought 
the din of war to a sudden lull ; then almost instantly followed 
a ringing blast from Keryfan's horn, and every chasseur, noble, 
and peasant, from the cover-head on the Black Mountain down 
to the rocky stream roaring at its base, knew the import of that 
joyous note; they knew the strife was over, and the chase 
brought to a successful end. The three pigs had, one by one> 
fallen to the peasants' guns ; and thus far, at least, was St Prix 
made supremely happy by again being able to say, "Not a 
hound scratched in the fray." 

The peasants, too, rejoiced over the slain; but, as before^ 
conducted themselves with the utmost propriety, not a murmur 
being heard as to the distribution of the meat The pigs on 
an average weighed at least two hundredweight apiece; and 
each being divided into four quarters, half a hundredweight of 
the best bacon-pork fell to the lot of no less than twenty 
peasants, making, for the time being, ample compensation to 
them for the Joss of their chestnuts and the damage done to 
their crops in the last harvest. Nor were the boarsV heads 
promised to Marseillier forgotten; two of the deputation that 
had visited Carhaix remarking that the hospitable reception they 
had met with at la Tour d'Auvergne, and the success that 
followed it, rendered them his debtors for the rest of their 
lives. 
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occupied St Pjxx: slm:x<5. tzlrt^ JP^^^a/?^^ ^.^^^equent ther, 

^ernoon; and thex:^, as the ^(/qm ^^ J^^our of ti 

been somewhat cliille<:i I>>r a Ae^vj, ^ ^^ ™^" ^d h< 

the sky and whitGrjtG<± the ^rrouzjd, ^^oiv-storm that 

intention of retumixii^j' to Gtoiirio ' , Lauvetier anno 

cover— a move tliatr, considering. ^*out further distu; 

work expected on the xnoxrow y^J^^ ^^Y^s sport and 

hounds, seemed to s^^e g-enerai /^ ^^ Caunt de Ke 

^tisfaction. 



Digitized by 



Google 



102 WOLF-HUNTING. 



CHAPTER X. 



Had it not been for the Baron de Keryfan's kindness to me 
at Goiuin, I scarcely know how I could have endured, even 
for hunting's sake, the filth and discomfort of that wretched 
little town. Good company, it is true, will make some amends 
for such evils ; but the misery of being forced into bad company 
the moment you seek the retirement of your chamber, hoping 
for rest but finding none, is indescribable. If the minor evils 
of life make up the great mass of human suffering, these at 
least to which I allude form no insignificant ingredients in the 
bolus we are all compelled to swallow, first or last. This is 
not an agreeable subject to dwell upon ; yet I cannot resist the 
opportunity it gives me to relate an anecdote I once heard 
fi:om a coimtry gentleman. He had taken expensive apartments 
in Park Street during the season of the International Exliibition 
in 1851, and had brought his family with him to enjoy the 
wondrously attractive novelties congregated therein. The very 
first night of his occupation, however, gave him sore proof that 
a troublesome tenantry were already in full pre-occupation of 
the beds. So the next morning, summoning the landlady to 
his presence, he bitterly complained of his disturbed rest, and 
announced his intention of not remaining another day in the 
house. 

" But youVe taken the apartments, sir, for four months,'' was 
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the indignant reply; "and, as t:o tJ.^ i 

fleas you«elf.ru„„derta.lcL^J^^^^ ^ 
them." »-*.«i« to say yo 

"I fidly believe yoxa. ««.<3U«« » 
earned, and have very la^^« fex^xiUes 

Thu, brought the coxxve^irsation at oi 

flung out of the roo«x ixx a. ^^ge ^d O 
apartments that very <flay , ^:' ^^ ^ 

respect to the tenancy. 

Keiyfan's experience or tivinting-quarl 

Leamington to the l>xxslrL-liffe of northern Ai 

take certain precaution-S ^.^^^^^n^st: the exigent 

pa%n. A comer oF l^ls i>ortxnajateau, for 

m the most conven.iei^t: fa^li.ion, ^th sm 

Cologne, spirits of" <:r£LTXii>lxor, and a pot 

added to which He l^ad torougiit with hixti 

gift of a friendly IBedoxiii^, Avitliin the foJcfe 

as it had been in a. d^c^octi on of" cedar-n^ood 

the attacks of all verixiiix as tlie Elector of Sa^ 

to be when shut xii> ix:^ tlie ^virgin fortress < 

Napoleon was in ^va-irx ^tttemptin^ to batter ft 

heights of Lilienstein- Thus protected, Keryfs 

the foe that drove xx^e a-rid others to madness ; z 

had been of himself^ let me do lum the justice 

comfort in no wise contracted his views with 

comfort of those ajrovirkd liim. That pot of $ 

from a thousand pai^ss ^ and even the net, w 

laced together throvigli tlie middie, he divided j 

and giving one to nae, I passed at once from HacJ^ 

and became, so fair sls my pests were concerned, 

as Achilles after Ixe had l>een dipped in the Stygi^ 

By the invitation of the Count de Ker^^ 

additional party of" oliasseurs had arrived at q^ 
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tliat side of trpP^^ ^"^^^y contiguous to La 
4days the cl^t^^i^ hunting-ground of the Bourbon 
^^^ ^ ^, ^£ Trance. The little town was 

-m4^ noblesse oi 

X ti d it 'WOJ^ only by extraordinary shifts 

'^iarnight-loa^i^^ <^ould be obtained for the 
-^or instance, iCeryfan, givmg up his room to 



iuntry o^-^^' 
e, in forrnt -^^ 
and the -«^=3 
y full to MT-^ 
-ontrivanc^^^ 

r^SS./-^ ^ends:oo«te«*^^^ himself with a mattr^s on 
Dor of mine -.^^^-^^ile St Tri^ ^° ^^^^"^ ^a^ been aUotted the 
apartment W*r tie Cheval :BIanc, accommodated a like 

er: the groo:rrK».ss> kennel-mea, and even the valets, all to a 
slept in the? .^^-srjr-jofts a.<ijoit^J^S *eir respective stobles. 
night several .«=».<^ tJiese men were more or less intoxicated; 
■ they staggerec^ ,^t>out with a i>il>e perpetually alight in their 
5. and often -v»^.^.t^« a smouldering- wood-ember, suspended 



oall 



> the 
»Pof 



Wire toi 



't'ojidej. 
ashes i,eJ 



«ro 



their yirrists, from which they borrowed 

that the Whole town was not reduced 

the end of the week : as it happened, 

that occurred befell a small outhouse, 



o„^ . ^ Casu.,^*-* ^^^^oorlas's piqueurs, with three couple of 
^^ quart, 




*nsJih».^ 



sapless 
"nhis 

'^'^ the hoi^4*^^ 

^ tJamp, or he 

^^ been reduce • 

>wever, giadua X -^: 

f the hounds, 

'uria before. 

«^ing the ^' 

^el; and, btJ»-^ -m. 

!"eur 6y jh^r ^ 

S' to a Aea-:^^ ^^g-. 

•«0t% SOOX9 




■^€ man had retired to his doinicile in a 
j^, and, 'heedless of the live ember sus- 
^^oaX. himself upon, the heap of straw in 
FortunateTy the straw was somewhat 
^d the three couple of hoimds would 
to so many heaps or calcined bones, 
yarned ground^ and at length bum- 
^y set up such a wail as never was 
•jjgroorlas, either susf>ectir»g the mis- 
.^^r"e of his hounds, was the first to 
^:i^Sr opea the door, Ixc seized the 
^.^> dragged him, stiU in a stote of 
:,y^_manure hard bjr, aixci then, with 
^tx^guisAed the flax^es. A hound 



Digitized by 



Google 



WILD sjpc:>^^:z- .^i^v 

called Caporal, a red, xougti, Brittanj 
ably singed and blistered 3 l>xxt tHe resl 
escaped miraculously ^ -wrlxile tl^e liuntrL 
the piqueur's head, \\suA. l>eeix "bumeci tc 
There is a populsur old htxntixigr sc 
hounds in full cry is ciesc:iri"h>eci as a *^m\ 
sion is not a happy orxo, sLxidl would far 
of horns that roused, e^v^ery soul in Ggvlx 
and the bowels of every 1-i.orse in comm 
daylight on the morxx of the Kloenigr J 
o'clock, while yet the pall of night was 
clouds over the little to^v-n, but gradualJ 
and less sombre hue, IS/L^ de Kergoorlas, 
hounds at his horse's Pieels, jogged ieis 
Blanc. The picture ijv-OTxlci iiave been on 
a houndsman's eye, txsL^S. there been iight 
but so dark, rufous, and ^rris^X-^^^" '^ ^^^^" 
that it was impossit>le ^<^ distinguish the 
hounds as they trotted :£>SLSt: the hotel f^ 
Afterwards, however, t^otfa i» ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ in 
—for they occupied at 1^^^^ three pe^^ 
opportunity was afforded ^o^ , inspecting t}^^ 
these magnificent hounds^ 

The race of all Frenoii hounds, clairt^ 

traced, or lather attribured, ^^ *^^ ^^^Oc^ ^^ 

bishop who hunted the <^otxixtry of the ^ 

X680, and whose represerri^^"^^^' occupyi^^ 

^t, paid an amiual trit^^it^ ^^ >^J""^ :^ 

tings, addicted to the c,H^^^ ^^ *^t ^^^ 

royal patronage bestowed -« .^''":i v ^^^ 

-fer that their blood ^o^sr^<i ^^s J^y a^^^ 

land; and, prized as ve Ut^o^ ^"^ ^^ ^^^^ 

nose and perseverance in <^^^^^' ^^^^ "^^ 
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doubtless bestowed on the purity of the breed for many genera- 
tions. Hence, if anywhere a trace of the blood still exists, it 
may fairly be looked for in the Vendean land, the favourite 
hunting-ground of royalty, and the country, par excellence^ oi grand 
packs established for ages. To Lower Brittany, too, the same 
aigument would apply even in a stronger degree; inasmuch as 
that peninsular land, so isolated from the rest of France, and so 
unvisited by innovation, once possessing the blood, would be 
more likely to preserve it pure among its ancient kennels, than a 
counby more frequented by strangers and the changes incidental 
therefrom. 

But M. de Kergoorias laid no claim to the remote age of St. 
Hubert for the pedigree of his hounds : he would, however^ 
descant for hours on the success he had achieved in resuscitating 
the old Vendean race, effete and worn-out by in-breeding and 
long prejudice, and in producing a hound that for good nose, 
driving power, and endurance in chase, was far superior to the 
heavy, soft-skinned, bell-mouthed animal described by du 
Fouilloux in "La Venerie," and still found in the Vendean 
coimtry. He had br^d them, he was wont to say, by perpetually 
infusing fresh blood among the pack he inherited, and always 
going to the stoutest kennels of which he had record. To St 
Prix he was especially indebted for many a useful cross ; and from 
his kennel he had derived those grand, brown-grey or fulvous- 
coloured hoimds of which he was so justly proud. The Royal 
Vendean hounds are described by the French writers as being 
milk-white in colour, and fine as satin in their coats : but, if this 
was the case, these characteristics have been long since out-bred 
and obliterated in M. de Kergoorlas's pack, not a hound of which 
had a patch of white upon him, nor was there a smooth coat among 
them. The bold appearance of these hounds was quite remark- 
able ; standmg 25 inches at the shoulder, and carrying their long- 
feathered stems well arched over their backs, with high crowns, 
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long faces, and sflky ears, ax^<i ^^^^^^'^df^W 
below, they looked all over a ^'^'"''^^ -^ ^liich tj/^^b? 

Kergoorlas, as we jo^k*=" . ^^.^Ixr to descnK ^d!^ 

at Koenig, took great 1^^^^^ J^^^^ei to l>e Ai^^ «r^ 

• individual hounds to xxio s «>^^ ^^ v*eli> m^iW "^^^^^ 

the fevourable remarks I <^o^^^ »*'* ^*'*^ * °« t^ 

and workmanlike aPP^^'^^^J* „e assimil^t^^ to that of 

"In colour," said he, ^^^ ^^^^ they were bredT '^ 

the wolf, and the fox, «»« ^^ j^^ fierceness and fleet^fc "^ 

and, if I may venture *<> ^ ^^^ ^^ those anima/s." ^=* 

are a £ur match for th^ stou . ^ . « f^j. they look strong. 

"I doubt it not," I "^^^^o-wn a buffalo, and hold Iif^.^ 

> and bold enough to jn»» *^ ^"^^ 

wards." .^ jg really wonderful bow ft^i^^ 

"Not quite that : ^^^^r 1*^^ ^'» **'' ^ow^^erce he ,j^^ 
will hold a boar, no ***^*J^ under the shoulder «»<* **^i»a^ 
they take him fore an** ^^^^ couple have fixed tb^" *»»«* 
hams; and when four ^''^^ can shake them offi °°' '"^^ » 
his hide, no power o£ f'^^^Hed my ^*«« io **j^^^^"^- 
relax their grip tiU I ^^'^^^^^^.^eous young y^^^A ^^__^ ^-^^ 
But sometimes, alas 1 a. *^*-* ^ ti,e usual ^^ *^ 

by the ear ; and then ^*^* ,» ^y ^ad c= 

gash, that too often ends ^^^ jprix on the -js^e^^^^^eo**^* ^** 

Considering that M. d^^ ^^^^s at a t:^^, ^^.^ ^^^ 
worked four or five couple ^ *,^ring eight©. _J^ c^^^oi^"^ 



Kergoorlas if the pack, ^^\^^ ^dventuroi,^ \iO^ 's r 

dangerously large one foi^ * .^^ ^* ^ 

boar? x»o*l"^*''*^*^^*,iy'/' «-to^*^ Jjt 

"St Prix would thinlc s*^', areadof ■^l^.^^J^'^ J tO^"" 

reply; "but he lives in perp^'^^^ded, is qQ^^ ^^^^'^ /-of^*^' 
and his misery, when one is ''^'^ _j3j«endable. ^ j^t**^ 
Proper caution is of course ^ •* . 
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, .A must detract largely irom the 

form of care in the h^^^^^^■Ztr^o^ of ^^^^^ ' ^*^' *° "^"^^v 
pleasure of the chase. I 1°;; " \ounds are not one too ^^^^ 

Ll volume, eighteen -^^^^lorio- ^^^ '' ^T 1 r^g 
then,inaUlcry,itisu.^--f^:l pea. of -i^ ^^^^ ^J^^! 
these rocky glens : it »^ ^^^^ ^d uncouple every no 
around you. So I run^ ^j^i^ pleasure." , . ^ ^^easant chat 

for the sheer e^joy^^'^^^^^y improvmg, ^^f'!^^^ ,eenery. 
The weather «ow g>^^ step among that ni^ ^^^ 

abouthoundsinwluc^.^-^^^^, r^n^-^o^^^J^Z^^^^^ 
xny companion aixd 1 ^ ^very word that fell ^^ 

xnoming a most fn)0)^^^„, dearly loving the ^f ' ^^.^ex^t 



morning a most «»305^^^„, dearly loving toe ci«.c , ^ 

were those of a houndsr*^^ ;^^ ^f ^ pack and ^ts »^ ^^ ^ 

details incidental ^^^.^t,. entered, indicated a knowkdg ^ 

in the field, into whxol- ^^ ^^ compatriots. f^^^K/Z^oted 

woodcraft ^ in advaxxjC^^V^^ ^^en St Prix, who had aev 

sojourned in Lower Br^t^^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^y a com of u^ 

his life to hounds, mig**^ of K.ergoorlas's experience, as tne w 

information from the fiel*^ ^^^^ Ijjje Ulysses, had not travelle 

had moved in a wider ci^^^^ ' 



without observation. -^^owever, to see and observe. Three or 

It is not given to aJ-l^ Cl.«.en of considerable book-knowledge, 

Z. T^ "^°' *^° ^^'"^^nours at Oxford, started from a dty m 

bothhavu^g taken Ugt^ ^"^ tour through Spain, Greece, and the 

fte West of Englaod ^^ purposing to devote at least two years 

glands of the Archip^l;^^^' -? expe«Ution. At length, as the ume 

to the full enjoyment <«=>^ ^^ it is impossible to overstate the 

^e round for their -^^^Z. their acquaintance in the aforesaid 

ttterest it created a*«»-*=^*^^d for their company ; and people, 

town. Dinner-parties "*''^t»ecome a proverb, threw open their 

■whose inhospitality Im-S^*^ <:,t*ie the gifted traveUers. The mirage 

doors once more to ■«^^'*'^^^us not more illusive than the hope of 

of the desert, howeve*-*- "*^ ^oestion asked respecting this ot that 

these friends. To ev^*^^'^ 



'Oiti7Rrl 



i£0or-* 



f 



Tories ^"'^^e q^^l'^i' ^f "^'^t- 

disappointing answer -r«--^, .. ''^ ,^uds U ^^^to.^ 

and the character of tUe ^^o^^g^"^ * stox^^-^* Of ^ f^<^ , 

;«a-podridaofAndalu^-'^^^._ol.o th^^^ ^'^f ^^tf.^ 
the gods; and, as for tUe ^^sxot^, jrty'^^^'^^^" A^*- 

eair would rebel at x^ ^^i^, and d ^^^^^ ,, ^^^^^ ^^^ 
from rancid oil. vineg^^/^^C ^°^ i sirx.P^>; ^^-rabj^.^ 
to Chios (the birth.pl^<- ^^ ^'^"^Idstone, -hen the i^^^^ 
,0 get palatable wxnj, ^,. Ol- .^^ .v.ne the fn^-^ , 

Lord Palmeiston said ^^t;tle of ^ i,e said of tl,^ 

.A ,t his table * "^^s, -nnig^t tr^ ^ veritable st>^ 
duced at his w -^slsi'**** , " Svxcb is -t*^, 

,i3it to the Seven 1^1 3^^/ ^^^f,rt or -J^ -^ 

.vine, 'Ap«rrov /^ J!^^^ . ^^%ole imP^^-'''" ^"'^ "^^-* 

of their general ^^ ^^ tl^^ 

daily fare appeaxmg to ^^^^ ^„ ^heir crop-^ ^--^^ 

owing to the se"^^ ^ ^^'^ ,.nds at Koemg on t\^^ , ^^^ 
of the district had ^^^ ^'s J^^" ^t^rdy Celts, yet ^^^ i„ ,,i 
meet ofM. d^ ^^'^fO* o^ ^ inches higl-' "^ ,»^gVng *^ 

^uently, a large g^the^^ 5 ^^f the CoK.^..e^^, .su.U.^ -- 
them standing more ji^r ^^n, conve^^^ea- ^ g.*^" ^ gc 

variety of costutne pe^ ^c,^P-;.^picturesc^, ^e^^^^V-^ 
Rostrenen to Scaer an^ ^elyj^ badin^ e ^^i ^'% - ^ 

cover-side into a scene J^ P'^^ .vith -u.^^,. >^^ie--^ 
the friendly g^eetmgs ^n .^ ^^"^,en easjlj. ^i^^ ^ .^s 
on, the crowd, armed ^ ^^V^ J^^^te adv^ .^^^ O ^ej 
and antique form, might ^^^p ged t^^ i^^ ,b 

of insurgents bent on son* ^^^jx- '"^^^^ ,.-i*^ V'l^ fly ^ 

too, had probably most of ^f * ^t^iican ^V.^/ ^j^x^^J' 
i^ the Royalist insunectio^^ J^^I' ^^d who ^^r^ 
guerilla struggle against trx^^^^ 5, 
ordinary persistence and S^ 
and Brittany peasants. ^ 
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That was a very serious affair when the game was man ; but 
in this case, where the gathering was purely a social one organised 
for the sake of sport and the capture of a few pigs, well might it 
be one of happy prospect and joyous anticipation ; and verily the 
peasants made it so, for they chatted and laughed with so much 
exuberance that, had it not been for the sudden and very unwel- 
come appearance of two gendarmes in full martial costume, it 
would have been difficult to understand what arrangements Ker- 
goorlas had made for the chase of the day. The hubbub, how- 
ever, was hushed in a moment ; and it was quite evident that the 
presence of Mephistophiles and the Demon Huntsman of the 
Black Forest would have been a far more acceptable addition 
to the party than that of the two officers now mingling in the 
crowd. The old loyal spirit is still alive and strong in the breast 
of the Breton ; and if ever another Larochejacquelin comes to 
the front to maintain the cause of royalty, it is quite certain he 
will not lack followers among the nobles and peasants of Upper 
and Lower Brittany. Here they ever have been and ever 
will be Bourbonists to the backbone ; nor will the carnage per- 
petrated by Marceau, nor the atrocities of the Convention ever 
be forgiven. 

Then, by way of rousing the peasants from the sudden chill 
caused by the cocked-hats, Kergoorlas addressed them aloud : 
" Friends," he said, " the boars are plentiful in Koenig, and the 
hounds eager for the chase. Let me ask you to repair at once to 
your several posts in the cover ; to be careful where you stand ; 
and, above all, not to fire when the hounds are in conflict with a 
boar. The chase will now commence." 

Not more instantaneously was Roderick Dhu's wave of the 
hand obeyed by his hardy clansmen than the signal given by 
Kergoolas to his Breton " field." 

** Each warrior vanished where he stood, 
In broom or bracken, heath or wood ; 



Digitized by 



Google 






IJV 



^J^^ 



^TAIVY. 
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>s€s /o.„ ^ed bow. 



iind copses /oi^,^ 
if- t:tiGir mother ^^ 

^ birth. 



In osi^r-s F^^^ 



The disappearaix<=^ ^^ ^^^ ^^. ^'^^^ ^as almost immedi 
followed by that of tl^^i^ n^txira e^en^^ ^^^ gendarmes, 
having been successftxl on tne p,^^.^^^ ^^^ -^ ^^^p^,,^ 
^t le^st oi aoijjg ^j^^.^ ^^^ on the pr 
tl-i*^ I>ea^ants> ^^^^j^ ^^ith the pertiij 
ha 



musket, made a sho w 

occasion, and pursue <i , , ^ 

of two sleuth-hounds. ^^""^""f/rs tu"^ '^^ piq"-"-' f* ^""^ 

day, ascertained with tl^^ '^;^' uL^' "'^''^^^ ^""""^ , ^^ 

the cover, and that oi^^ c^^ """^ ^'^^ ^'^ ^°"^ ^-'"^^^ ^ 

lair in a pile of rcolcs ^^ff*"^^^^ t'^e river. This, m 

Trefarreg-s opinion, wa.s ^'^^ J^^' boar of Laz, the te^ 

the peasantry for miles » ^^^^ X7ie ferocious bruj^ 

probably, he thoughtt, *^*^fj"^^ reig^^' f^^ f " °^ ^'^'* «>^ 
disturbed his "ancient soU^ ;;o„„u, "» tJiat cover, ^n 
shifted his quarters to ** -_,,c danjr 

from 



:, tlais 

the piqueur predicte<J ^^ 
forcing him to break £i.'W'£»-y 



J" tiiat cover, 
Jn Koenig; and, 
e*- to men and Aou' 

this exnr^.V^ x-__, r> ^« 



granite fortress. 



^ 
^ 



I had again, with 
horse to his stables j 
necessary ammimitioti> 



^»^ 

^ 



lUii^um null lu uicaK «r». " - - ^;i-<ifA o *C^>^ 

M. de Kergoolas did T.ot 1^"";^^'' ^^ '"°";-"t, but, treatfJ^ 
vaticination as emanating ^^^"J "L h """""^^ ^-'--"^' -t;,^^ 

an experienced hunter, h- ^"^t once onT .'" f'^""^'^ ^ 

r... , , , .^-^ tlaexTx at once on the track of the h 
old hounds, and to clsLjp ^* xr«i-iVmT,»c. i • j . ^c:^^ 

-jy/j:, de Kerjeguzskind permission, se^"^ 
^^ xNTxth no other t?Hpedimenia heyotS^ ^ 
X^ sl-iouldered my smooth-bore and (j ^^ 
^vlio has not followed a deep-ixiQ/^-^-^ 
after the cry. No ^"^^^ and woodland glens, can fo,J^ ^ 
pack of hounds in ^"^ ^^^ ^^.^^d volume of music produ,?^^ | 
adequate conceptioi^ f" ^ ^lioir of echo and hounds ; nor ca^ ^ 
such places by the nri^^^f ^^^ language of the million-minded --j..,^^^ 
better than describe i^ ^ jS'ight's Dream," could not have p^^^^^^ 

who, in his " MidsuiX^m^^ ^^ 
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the scene so faithfully, if he had not himself heard the " sweet 
thunder" of Sir Thomas Luc/s or some other Warwickshire 
Squire's hounds : 

" Never did I hear 

Such gallant chiding ; for besides the groves. 

The skies, the fountains, every region near, 

Seemed all one mutual cry. I never heard 

So musical a discord, such sweet thunder." 

Ten couple of these huge rough hounds, in the full enjoyment 
of a fresh drag, on which every hound threw his tongue freely, 
might well be a sound to gladden a hunter's heart; but, so 
filled was the valley with the reiterations of a thousand echoes, 
that it was impossible to make out in what direction the hounds 
were pointing; and had it not been for the worn, wet paths, 
impressed by the footmarks of the eager pack, which I traversed 
with rapid strides, I should have missed seeing the grandest 
passage in the day's sport, namely, the rousing of the boar in 
that pile of rocks. Verily, he was a monster, but active as a 
mountain cat, in spite of his ungainly shape and huge size. 
When first found, he was lying in the open, under cover of an 
impending ledge, mantled with ivy and stunted oak; but the 
ground being exposed, and at some distance above the grand 
clitter, he rapidly descended the broken ground, bounding like 
a chamois from the head of one boulder to another, clearing 
chasms in his stride, and at length disappearing in a subterranean 
passage beneath the rocky mass. Several shots had been fired by 
the peasants ; but whether or not he had been wounded at all was 
a matter of much doubt among those who had reserved their fire. 

The fate of the hounds became now a matter of the most 
intense interest to alL The whole pack had been imcoupled, 
and were hard and close upon his quarters as the brute took 
refiige in the superincumbent mass. la one instant every hound 1 

was lost to sight ; and then commenced an uproar and a wailing 
such as torture only could upraise — the shriek of hounds in their 
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WILD SJ'C?^^'^ ^^ . but St. 

ot yet a-rnv ^^ ^^^^ ^^.^ 

^„y! Kergoorlas had «^^ listertix^g ^^^^en^i^^^^d^^ 
on the top of a boulder ^ 1^°"'°''' do^en p^^ f at ^ 
for a moment petrifiea ^„d ^ they , ^''fs ^^ 

however, from this pede-t^'^ olaxr.t>erxr,^^^^^ th,>;^ c^ 
at once rushed forwards g^^ite ^*^-\^, ^-->' "'^« ^4^^^-^ 
the huge fragments ^^V^^^r -^^^"^ * ^"^-^r 

soon gained the spot tliert»," shouted St. P^^ 

teitible din. ^^.u»d «*, t»ut this taking- x^_^ 

"He'U murder eve^^^^^ * ^ Vid it down, and sprir^^^-^ 
his horn and blowing 1 ci^i*^^'*'^^ V'^nk of the nVer, he ci:r-,^ 

upon the combaUnts, ^^^^ ^^ry ^^ ^^^^j^ n^f ^^^Ik ere^^ ^ 

the base of the rocks, ^ ^r^-^^'^°.^^ going on. JCe^^a^i ^ " 

.«^«,andwasabout^ ^^^ ^^^- J the timely aid of thre« ^^ 
the hoUow chasm wher ^^^ >vu ^^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^ gt. Pri^^,, 

himbythearm,ho^ev^^^.^j^ t,ac^- ^^^^ ^^ pertain _^^^ 

peasants dragged him f<^ tt»^''^% and that, my ^o^d f^r at, ^ 
one of them, " enter ^^""^^ t>o^ ^ ^" 

Let us light a fire behind ^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ . f trd wS 

unearth him at once. ,-eIi» jeaves, aue de^-'* ,^ to \>e t3 

To this proposition^ ^^^^^ over the sj^ot ^^^''V- '^- 

^utes a pile of ^-^^'i^-^^f/exactly u^o. ^^ V-;o^ 
dropped through a "^"^V^^ -^'^^..st in a J^,,e ^^^e o^^^^,,,, 
fatendofthecavem,and t^^^^v^s ^ deix ^^ v^^^.-yy ^V\.e\c 

a whole box of lucifer m-*^';, ^""" pw-^ds. W<1<! ^^ 
into the heather, and m ^ ^*^ ^^^ t ^P^^^^oti ^^ V^^ V' tox' 
foUowed by a roaring ^'^^^t>ii^f ,„.tch u^^V^ V ^V^ 
of pebbles and a strange i^ ^c^^^l^^ intoth^j,^^^ loO^" e 
and,almostbeforeapeasar»t i,,r.g B^r^ ^^ P^ f^^' 

swarthy beast burst out, and, ^ s^o^ ,^^r^^ir<^- ^r^ 

3^ straight for the opp^f^ ^^^fJ^roVcd ^^jif^^^'L i^' ^ 
ever, the messengers of de^^^^t, ^%,e sev^,';-^^^^ ^ 

several shots at the same mc?i»,cS ^ ^^ 

the river's edge. His lower 
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and he was said to weigh nearly 4 cwt. A grander brute 
neither Kergoolas nor St Prix had ever seen ; and, as may be 
supposed, the homage they received from the peasantry was 
only such as the ancients were wont to pay to demigods who 
liad rid them of some terrible enemy. 
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WILD SJPO^ 



ff ^ ^J^T:rTAi^^ 



Ere a single horrx Ii^LcfL i>rocla.imedL tlve*'^^ i^ 
monster boar wsls lyir^^ ^vith liis head atx^ ^ ^ 
^>ank, and his hirxd l^^s st:ill qviivering in *^ V^ 
hands and knees ^versus oix^sLvirlia^ into the ^^^ 1 
always was, to gi^v^ a^icfl to the suffenix0 
couple only had crossed tlie river ; while tlxre< 
hounds, out of th^ x"^rxxa.iningr four couple, -^^ 
water's edge, as if vLtterfx unable to ste^w ^ 
Jnaimed and Helpless oonciition. Five k tJj 
wanting to coini>let:e tJ:ie number of the *U|^-^i|w 

An interval of" more tJhan ten ™«Ut^J^^ ^ 
which time irxany a i>«asant volunteered ^^ J^jb 
hiting intense aixxi^ty for the fate of the ^ ^ ^ 
a«am appeared on - tihe stu^ace, dragging ^hj^^^^ 
the hind legs, literally disembowei/ed amj J^^<i^ 
he said, had l>^en so 4:mielly mauled that, ^%J^ / ' 



rounds, he darod xiot liandJe oae of ^Ok/^^ x" 
<^ief piqueur, tJier very man who had be^^ S^i 
hounds in the sfae<i ^^ Oourm, then sto(^ ^^y 
himself of his ^oat-slcin Jaciet^ ^^fc^eu/ ^/>fc,^ 
One, two, three, :ro«^ ^^^ at length ^ ^e 
tenderly by the i>atient P'9Ueur; ^^^ ^^^ta/ 



never witnessed* " ^Qre 
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" How was it possible for them to escape," said St Prix, ener- 
getically, " when eighteen couple were crowded together in that 
narrow cavern, cheek by jowl with that terrible tusker ? It is a 
mystery to me that so few have been killed ! " 

" Too many, too many ! " said Kergoorlas, with a groan ; 
" but who could foresee that the brute would run to ground, and 
there butcher my hounds in this fashion ?" 

Two out of the four died almost immediately after their 
wounds were washed; another having several of his ribs 
protruding through the skin, and his stomach rent, was destroyed 
on the spot ; while the fourth, sorely maimed, was carried to a 
distant cottage on a goat-skin jacket, which, with a peasant at 
each comer, served the purpose of a most convenient ambulance. 
An old army surgeon was fortunately present, and spared no 
pains, with brandy, bandages and needle, to alleviate the misery 
of the other wounded hounds. 

For a short time only, however, did this episode cast a gloom 
on the general field ; most of whom cared little about the hounds, 
but were deeply interested in the destruction of the swine that 
had ravaged their crops, and terrified the women and children 
throughout the district The hounds, as yet, had scarcely done 
an hour's work ; and fourteen couple, a larger pack than St Prix 
ever used for boar, were available and firesh for fiuther operations. 
About a league firom the ground where the carnage described 
took place, up stream and in some thick scrub hanging under the 
mountain-brow, several full-grown boar had been harboured by the 
piqueurs ; and, as that part of the forest had been quite undis- 
turbed, the hounds were trotted thither without much delay. 

The evil of working too large a pack for boar could not have 
been more severely exemplified than in the recent massacre, 
although the circumstances, to be sure, were somewhat excep- 
tional ; the cavern proving a fatal trap in which the mischief was 
aggravated by numbers ; and the animal hunted being a ^^soli- 
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taire^^ one of the fiercest and most powerful oi 
So, when M. de Kergoorlas, with his love for a 
music, cast off again his whole pack, he might i 
on neither running a pig to ground, nor finding 
tor^" for that or many a day to come. But this 
did not prevent St Prix firom impressing upon him ^ 
which he was himself so practical an observer : " B( 
or four couple at a time, Kergoorlas,'' I heard 
remark; "and then throw in your relays — ^when 
well settled on the game you mean to hunt" 

But no ; the master of his hounds would be 
fourteen couple were cheered to the drag, ^d in 
an-hour three pigs were viewed in the distance, poii 
and galloping in frantic fright for the river bdow. 
file, and following a leader, the hounds did not divi( 
pigs plunged across the rapid stream, in helter-skel 
Kergoorlas's love of sylvan music must have be 
gratified by the wild harmony awakened in the glei 
all mere towling, for four or five couple of hounds 

"Abreast, like horses of the sun," 
into the gurgling . waters, before the last pig co 
bristiy hide on . the opposite bank. Crack, c 
smooth-bore within a few yards of the rock on ir 
and I saw that Keryfan, taking a snap shot at 
pig, had rolled him headlong into the scrub. InsU 
he rose again, and hobbling back into the stream 
he stood there at bay up to his belly in water, c 
whole pack. " Now then for more mischiei," 1 s 
and scarcely had the thought crossed iny itiVad 
•charged, and I saw one hound at once fioat do^ 
as helpless as a lumber-log — ^again, quiclc as \\aWt 
thought that, unless instant aid were givexi, ^ 
would be murdered or maimed wholesale in ^^^ 
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^^^.^■^^^^r^iMxt, $^ P^^« f'ough both shouldei; 

M, ithax. ^«r} TQC»« ^ Pnx was on thi. «, * i'- 

\>!aed, a^d. Yvem -Ocve ^eiy act of sprincin,. • f P^ ' ^ ****»» 
fray ; Ke paused, Viowcver, on the bi^ T ^ ^'^^ °'" *e 
report of the smooth-bore rung on h' ^^'^^ ^ the 

beeu fancy, but I could not heln th\Z *^' "^^ " "^^^t have 
ment pas^ni over the fine feWst^ "^ " "^^ °^ <«^PPoin^ 
of closing with the boar and dt '' "" ** adventurous C^' 
-t^t danger ^ sudde^^snlS:!;? *^ '°"°* ^om 7l 

^•"■^ -^^4 sV?:-'^'^^ «-. °' ^""^ -- not 
versed in aU the htV ^*'^ ^^t pioueur 

-'o^3^fi.«Str^^^^«"«>eSeand; ^'^ ^^ ^-*«i> 
'^^es « ^i,ttm^ ^^ ^r fte a/btude af ^^i' V he could gauge 
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^^ ^TTf i^ ^"^ "'^^rt-e^d with;, the d£fl 
neck ^ ^j^ *«^^^ them and the bristles of the" 
peas^** ' t?^*^*^ ^^ X&tter bewg more Kke wire-rods 
stre»^*'V^ j^ ^ ^«»i^' strong, and stiff as an awl— th 
renoaJ^**^ <7 Jc ^ *^ ^ol'^er's use. No wonder the 
apig'^ *^'^j^:r' *''\-^<i ■**^* such avidity on so tenij 
adapts** -^<^»*^*' ***fi*'*^^ ^^ expressed in bitter t 
noisseu*^ \^i&^^ ^c*^ **™' « he sometimes did, 
that the-i^ ^^^^"^^^Jjt, St Prfx told me, had 
Trefarrcr^ *^ >*- ^ the piquem and the spoil 
this sp<=»*'v^^*r«^^^ i*» ^'*'^'^ instance, Louis had 
occurred -tJ*-^*' ^'^ *^* Present occasion o 

boar J t?***" **»^^'*»^ seinbJance of a broij; on the 
the bett^J*" i^>^ *^j^^in£ sounded, and the usual 
un^sturt*^ ,, -r«^^^ :^^^" JP''^3'. every bristle was ex 
the « »«^^^ ^ ***^^ ^fsence of the gendaimes, nol 
enacted o"*^ -^ *^^^^^' ^' "'^n* smoothly and i"'' 
neck ; a»<i' <^^ 

intruded o^ ^s^^y ^^^'^^^ed that our Galh'c n: 

■ris^ebeVl. ^^ ^^ ^s ^^ ^°*«iingon the ^/ifj-jj^r, are 
lthast>^ ^^ir»^ j^ijjgs; and now> even with tJ 
■viovis to the ^^t**^^tt^ ^^^^ ^e was wasted ia i 
beiative of ^^,^, ^^ other pigs should be continu. 
and before t» ^^ *^jap on the. hounds at once ft: 
the pursuit ot^ t^ ^^^ of scent; the other prefen 
deeming it **^^tl»^ into a thick scrub<:over, at 

^^ *° 1*^Jo^ *^f P^^^ '^'^ the pigs l^<i «« ' 
pack and thr W^fK^y advocated the latter plai , 

off, into whicJ* ^t^ ^^u^ds ^. tdl against the 

ax^d his Pq^* 5* *rr" Keigoo^? deciding that, ii 
how it would ^ c^Jt^^* 
"music won tb^ 
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were lifted so far, they should lose so much sweet hunting, and 
probably not hit upon the line again. 

" It appears to me," he said pointedly to St Prix, " that the 
month you spent with Mr. Brockman's hounds in East Kent has 
warped without improving your former good judgment on 
Brittany hunting. You could not have gone, so Keryfan says, to 
a better school for a lesson in fox-hunting ; but a fox and a 
boar are two different animals." 

"So they are, Kergoorlas; but why you should prefer 
trailing with a cold scent over a long league of rough country, 
when you could clap your hounds quietly and quickly on the 
very back of the boar in half the distance, beats my compre- 
hension." 

The remonstrance was in vain; and in a few minutes the 

hounds, cheered to the scent, were picking it along merrily, 

but certainly not with that crash of music which was the delight 

of Kergoorlas's heart Gradually, however, it impro\«ed; and 

in half-an-hour, as the hounds entered the scrub-cover, the 

" field " being a mile behind, and scattered in every direction, a 

roar of thunder burst on our ears, and told of hot work in the 

cover above. Then came the blast of many horns, announcing 

" the boar afoot " with a din that, like Virgil's Fame, seemed to 

gather strength as it went rolling along the valleys below; 

until 

" Tot linguae, totidem ora sonant, tot subrigit aures." . 

The peasants, rejoicing in the well-known signal, hastily 
planted themselves, in small groups of twos or threes, at various 
points by which the chase was likely to pass. Some occupied 
the summit of a granite boulder far above the reach of the 
tusky foe; while others, preferring the ambush afforded by 
the trunk of a tree, took equal care to post themselves under 
an impending bough, into which, in case of attack, they could 
instantly spring out of harm's way. Keryfan, who was standing 
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Dear me, listening attentiveVy to tkie ojry 
were turned towards \is, novr sx^iAenly s 
to me, he said, confiderxtly, " TYie li.o\iiica 
thaf s St. Prix's horxi. so^xEidmg * 3-e I^ 
must have viewed sl -wolf, in spite oF 
tanglier,' by the otlieTT Ixoxxks." 

He had scarcelx sp>ol5Leii. -when, crossir 

us, a gaunt, grey old ^wrolf -went lopping 

ground, his both eajrs jprioked well forw 

foes in front as well £LS behind, and his : 

intense fear; he o£ c^oiiirse saw us, but 

peasants posted on trine opposite side o 

straight down the v-alley, pointing for i 

Our botfi barrels i?irex-e T^ads^^ simultan^ 

trigger was touched, GitJ^^^r^ by Keiyfan < 

stagger forward, and then instantly heard 

three guns fired at liixn by j>easants lying 

yards of the spot 

" Bravo ! - shouted iKL^ryfaJi ; - they'v< 

^ events ; he must b^ ^^^^ ^^'^^' ^ ^"""^^ 
for certain: lefs afler Hixx^'^ 

The hounds were no^ ^^^ ^ iiundred 

rattling on like a storm of i^^^i^ ^^ .^^ 

both of us, if we could b«t ^^^^ ^^Slv 

brute and give him his ^^^^^'^"^^^^^^ 

save the leading hounds £^<^^ ^ ^^^ ^iver^ 

So rushing at once forn^^d, ^^^^ound,"; 

and I still holding to tli^ ^^^t^^ily towa 

view him again as he litnp^<i Zr^osit^ sho 

was about to cross it for ^^^ r^x Kleiyfat 

it was not fated he should ^^ / a,lm<>«^ '"^ 

four barrels into him, \dll^<3. ^^"^^^^nd seizi 

pack then rushed in, and ^^^"^ 
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in, and 
=urcase was 

in their h- 
intrated on ^^ 
iously. 

liis had beeiK 
liood for year^ 
I down to the 
en and blunted ^^^ 
ps. He had ir^' 
nvariably, on htr^- 
of covers fringiri^^^ 
: of Dualt^ had ^^ 
ler wolf or run th^^" 
grey, it was almostr 
!som as on form^^ 
d short and run intC^ 
e peasants over thi^^ 
^est terms; and, if 
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ght easUy have be^^„^^^^ o^ J, \>. ^V S^ VN 
side, he heard best-^^^ ^ At^ ^^ tf^^*^ X :^/ ^o^ ^^^^ 
alone was attributed ^^, VK^ ^'^CxN 

ncient and shifty robb^^^ ^ ' ^V'^^ °^ ' 






^t.J^, 



I reality the hounds 
an knew it better than 

II chase, from one s^^-^ ^ ^ ^ 9< 
ts of Brittany, where so ^^y L^^tk ^^ i ' 

. . ^o>, '^^ ^^ ^ 
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sition to change is loofeeu 









cter of their hounds, and tie .^ ^ ^^^^'^ ^ *^ ' ^ 
f an untrained pack. So. wi,,^ %'f * -Si?^*^ sa **<? ^^'^< 
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.^^ -busy 
lauding the hounds, "K-ergpoV , 

their misdeed : ^\vs\. Y«tve . 

" I know," he sa.i<l, ** tlcve vicJ^ ,^,5 frot» 
before them, and. so \i£teA tJae"^ , ^,j gtcT 1 

had hoped the freqvieixt in£ws\o^ " -i^^^ ^ 
that, too, of yovix- IcexxTvetV, St. ^^"1^^° ^ 
change so inherent ixi. tW^ sTrvootScv Nfc ^i^ ^^ 

«A mere acoia.eia.t:," T:esig»oxided ^^ y^'^^ ^^ 
best bred and best tnra.ixxe<i TaovMids VR^- ^^ £> 
liable : a view is a"_f£».tal. teTiax>ta^oT* a-'^ *^ ^O^ ^C^^ 
■ Keigoorlas wais veiry -provid of Tms ^^ ,^ ' 
years had devoted tlrxe <=losest attention 
their blood as well ^^ ^o their dxsop^Jj^^O^ 
although St I»ri:«.'s oT:>seir^atioi. was V^ -^y 
sufficed to all^y t:Tx« ^«^tioo l^e so l^et> 
flagrant riot ha^^g t>««"^ "^*"^^lt JLeL^ 

late now, after tlx« ^l^^T^;^ ^e e^ectuaj, \*^ .^ 
condoned. ^^^^^^^^SS^' or the hound ^ ^),^^0, 

why or wheref-oxe." ^^ jv^. de JC^ ^e^ 

' By the <i«-*^ ff, ^S>ten>osed Af- J^'.^^^ ' 



have yet oth«r ^^ ^^,^,^ .ccoa^^^ > ^,, 
be able to S^^^ * ^ ^t ^^^ ^(j^^-P'r 

*"^'" ,, -r^^ laeart," responded o, *^ q- 

"T ^\^^^^ ^'o -cotter chl"- ^, ,. 
turn the con^t^<J<. Kergoorlas too Z^''^^' ««/>^ 
the initation >*- ** ^^^^^^tly f^j^^Pi 
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done their work admirably; and, so far from begradging the 
tribute to their fellow-piqueurs, my men will only be too happy 
if it is given as M. Richard proposes." 

It had always been M. de St Prix's custom to divide the 
Government award — ^thirty or fifty francs, according to the sex 
of the wolf slain — among his piqueurs ; just as in former days, 
in this country, when a fox was killed, cap-money was levied 
from the " field " and usually handed over to the huntsman, in 
token of the sport and success achieved by the pack under his 
management ; so that to " give Joe his half-crown " was looked 
^ upon as a happy privilege by those who were fortunate enough 
to live with the chase and to see it crowned with a kill. There- 
fore M. Richard, being well aware of St Prix's practice, and 
deeming that they, whose hounds had done the work on the 
present occasion, were best entitled to the reward, proposed its 
distribution accordingly ; and before M. de Kergoorlas could say 
aye or nay in the matter he handed over thirty francs to the 
chief piqueur, the very man who had been singed, while drunk 
and incapable, on the previous night 

The selection on the part of the mayor was not a happy one ; 
and for this and other reasons Kergoorlas appeared anything but 
gratified by the transaction; however, he so far mastered his 
feelings as to thank that official with the utmost courtesy, and at 
the same time, drawing a handful .of five-franc pieces from his 
pocket, he beckoned to Louis Trefarreg, and at once ma<Je ample 
amends for the loss of the largesse which he and his followers 
were entitled to expect for a wolf slain by hounds in the 
Louvetier's country. 

But the Breton noblesse are a proud and fiery race : and St 
Prix winced ominously at the unexpected and large compensation 
made to his men, in lieu of the paltry sum paid by the mayor to 
Kergoorlas's piqueurs ; and Keryfan subsequently told me that, 
if such a liberty had been taken by any one less fiiendly than 
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danger at once: a peo-s^x^t ^^^^^^^^e^ ^^ Ui '"^.^c-^" vt* A ^ 
announce that a sirxgle 'Koxxx.a ^^^\e^^o^^^cV v^■° .^^^ 

two hunted pigs, -r.cl l^-a. <^-f^ ^1 o^ ""V o<<.-^ V 



Kergoorlas was with St. "Pt\x, '•■ j>^t\v "'^ ^"\' aff*^^'^ 
money at the other's -kvead.. > ^^^J 3.«a.ta\ ^ ^^ 

have been a sword aviel tvoX v? .^ ^^^^!ff ^v»^^^' ^' <^ 

bloody one. But a. j:>^t^s ex WcK' , ^^^^-^^<^ - - 



""in"^ instant ^H !>«-«— ^ "^f ^r;:^*^"^:^V 
KergooHasdeU.e...^.V^^^<^-^^ ^;e 

' La sortie de I'eavi. ^ ^ ii^* _ „^,,-«Anlv tr'^^ *^ 

his 



:, about half c. ^--^^-J^°T.tiavo^^^^> V .N^ 
In an instant all i>exsc»xiai. agfe _^^9.<* ^ 






_;sortiederea.." ^'"^"^.^r 0^^:;^;:^ '< ^">^ ^ 
his game, would 1---- ^^"^ ^^^^.ed «« ^^^^!^ ^^S^ 
peasants, impatiexat of ^^^ J' „^ eor^trol. ^ l^e* ^^ 
with an impetus ^^J_ ^-^ rxiaster, lifting thei> ^ ^^^^ 
which stood roTAnci tn«= ^^iid melody, move 



impatiex.^ -^ ^^^^ „^ 

with an impems ^^^ -^ rxiaster, lifting xn--^ ^^ 

which stood roTAnd. tn^ ^Ud melody, move ^ J 

solemnly joining in t*^ ^^^^ formal announoemCF 

before he had *^^^^^^^^ fee well aware they . , 

The peasants seemed t: ^^ ^^^^nd, having b»^ ^^Q HQ 1 

services, and ^1-3.1: t:lae ^^.^^^ ^^ keep their, trjT^'^^t fA^ 

in water, was a-xxaply s ^itho^it hesitation, ^^ *^^f 

come to his aid i ^<^' ^ ^^^£r master to thej^ V^^ ^ u/itt 

leaving the hovin*^^ t^^rxt somewhat e™''^^^^^^e, ^^e;. ^ 

Ifehforthe --^^^ finale to ^^^J "''Oe^ > e.^^ 

away too and ^^^-^..,5 composure at Jy (.^ ' 'o/7o,>, ' 

observing the -^"^^^^ stirred a step ,.;, V,^ ^^^^^^^ 

Prix, neither «f --l^ ^,,,-3 piece of mmi^ ^^ ^^^ ^Po^ 

choir were e:sie^^ ^^^ ^^e guilty of ^ 0^^ -f ^ <r 

did so, that I ^^ ^t once in the ^^titi^^^^^^ or 

would degrad 



^■^^^^ _^ I submitted to m^. 



'^Oc 



"^^e 



'^^/^ ^f^ 



once III inc ^^^^Qi^ ^/? Q^ ^*'ve ^ ^ N 

submftted to 7^^ ^^b^ o^,f^9^e/\ S^ 
conclusion of this ^^^ ^^2cf •^^ Ar "" 



Breton chasseurs >^^^ conclusion of this ^^^^^ an/^^-^e j^^^ ^ , 
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130 WOLRHUNTING. 

the Baron de Keryfan, having introduced me to M. de St Prix^ 
the Louvetier had kindly invited me to join his party on the 
present occasion. 

" The man and place of all others for the sport," he observed ; 
" but, happily, 

* Non cuivis homini contingit adire Corinthum :* 

and this little town, the centre of the best wolf and boar-hunting, 
and, I may add, cock-shooting, in all Brittany, is, and I hope 
will long continue to be, a terra incognita to toiuists in general, 
and gunners in particular. These latter, especially from the 
Channel Islands, have so overrun the covers and coimtiy 
bordering on the sea-coast, that henceforth it is proposed a 
permis-de-chasse should be granted to no foreigner who has not 
resided at least six months in the country. It is no mere figure 
of speech to say that these men have sent cart-loads of game 
to the Paris and English markets from this country ; and hence 
the need of a more stringent law for the protection of the game, 
and the native chasseur." 

The very fact that I was a friend of Keryfan's, and in St 
Prix's company, was a sufficient guarantee to him that my sole 
object was wild sport; and feeling this, he not only did all 
in his power to promote that object, but bid me frequently to 
his " Hermitage," and showed me the most cordial hospitality 
during my two seasons' residence in Brittany. Of Shafto and 
that Hermitage I could fill a volume. However, I will only give 
a brief description of each for the present The dwelling, so 
called, consisted simply of four square groimd-floor rooms, such 
as might be constructed from a parish pin-fold, if roofed over and 
divided into compartments. It stood in the centre of a laige 
yard, surrounded by a high, strong, stone wall, the entrance to 
to which was by z, forte-cochlrCy massive as the gates of a Norman 
castle. Situated in a wild, solitary ravine of the Black Mountains, 
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134 WOLF-HUNTING. 

stfll grasping Shafto's hand ; " and to-day you ought to have been 
with us, as we have not only killed the great boar of Laz, but the 
old wolf that led you so many dances from Scaer to Dualt, and 
kept your hounds without their blood for so many days." 

" Bravo ! that is a great triumph ; but Keryfan tells me you 
were obliged to borrow a Vendean pack to achieve it." 

" Quite true," shouted Kergoorlas : " though, to speak fairly,, 
the old brute had not a tooth left, and might have been galloped 
to death by a donkey. However, his skin goes to the Hermitage; 
for all agree he was an old friend of yours,' Shafto ; and that you 
have a prescriptive right to that memento." 

" I should have liked to be in at his death, I must confess,"" 
said Shafto, turning to me, and parrymg the taunt pleasantly 
levelled at his hounds ; " but I could not control the winds and 
the sea. Good sport though I have seen with my old friend 
Reginald James in the Norway waters, I would not again undergo 
the misery of that voyage from Christiansand to Bordeaux for 
the freehold of TorjedahL Fancy, one-and-twenty days in a 
Norwegian timber-brig, with nothing but a 'hurricane house*" 
abaft the mainmast to live in, for captain, crew, and passengers ; 
no 'tween decks, all occupied by timber ; and the wind blowing 
as if all the bags of ^Eolus had been ripped at once. The ship 
scudding wildly, with two men at the helm, under close-reefed 
topsails and reefed foresail ! It's a lesson, believe me, I shall 
never forget. The only moment of merriment I enjoyed through- 
out the voyage was to hear a Devonshire man declare solenmly 
it was 'They qua'ter-noxes a-blow'ng,' although it was a good 
month after the usual period of the equinoctial gales." 

That night was one of wassail at the Cheval Blanc ; and the 
ceremony of drinking healths and toasts and singing Breton 
songs, suggested by the return of Shafto and the unusual success 
of the day, was prolonged to an hour better suited to the habits 
of confirmed Bacchanals than those of a party met for the 
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136 WOLF-HUNTING. 

in the most humorous style on the Breton song "Ann hini goz;" 
and ended by especially recommending its burden to St Prix, 
who was then a bachelor. 

Apropos to this musical supper-party, still the fashion in Lower 
Brittany, and formeriy one of the most popular of institutions at 
Oxford, not long since a lady, an octogenarian, made her appear- 
ance at Torquay; and, meeting a mutual friend, she expressed 
a wish to have an interview with Henry, Bishop of Exeter, the late 
Prelate — ^whose claim by the way, to the title of ^^ Fidd Defmsor" 
was a strong and a real one compared with that of his Royal 
namesake — "For," said the lady, "I should like to ask his 
lordship a question, while he yet lives ; and he is the only man 
now living who can give an answer to it I want to know 
whether, on the occasion of a supper-party at Magdalen College, 
Oxford, he did or did not say, what he is reputed to have said, to 
my old friend Dymoke, father to the late king's champion." 
It appears that they and a lot of jovial Demies had met together 
in the common room j and under the influence of a mighty bowl 
of " Bishop," it was agreed that every man present should either 
sing a song, tell a story, or drink a pint of salt and water. The 
lot fell on Dymoke to begin ; but he sang so execrably ill, that 
every one present was relieved when the song came to an end. 
Next, it devolved on Henry Phillpotts to fulfil his part, or suffer 
the penalty. " I cannot sing," said he, " and I should be very 
loth to drink a pint of salt and water ; but if I must teU a story ^ I 
should like to hear Dymoke sing that song again." 

The lady and the prelate met soon afterwards, and the 
question being put, his lordship at once owned to the impeach- 
ment, and greatly delighted the lady by naming the very song 
Dymoke had so maltreated. 

The clock at the Cheval Blanc struck three, a.m., as the last 
of the revellers quitted the salU-a-manger for their short night's 
rest; and the consequent knocking, kicking, and shouting that 
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So I followed this timely advice ; and putting on a warm pair 
of slippers, and rolling myself in a blanket, the mosquito-net being 
superadded, I slept soundly and sweetly for four hours, when the 
blast of Shafto's horn, ringing out " Le point du Joxur," told the 
" coming of the mom," and roused me from further slumber. 
Let me add, the occupier of my bedstead, instead of provoking 
me to a deadly encounter, made an ample apology for the wrong 
he had done me ; and many a day afterwards he and I hunted 
together on the best of terms. 
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attached by a leash to his wrist, was advancing towards his 
master, when Shafto, anticipatmg his report, shouted out, " Bravo, 
Louis ; alwa)rs the first to bring good news : youVe tracked them 
home, I see, by your fece. How many are they, and on which 
side of the valley ? " 

" PeVar moc'h vras, ha daou vihan" (four big pigs and two 
small ones) said the piqueur, in his own vernacular language ; for, 
although he understood the import of the questions put to him in 
French, he never trusted himself to speak a word in that tongue : 
and at the same time pointing with his club-stick, which, like the 
Bretons of that district, he perversely carried knob downwards, he 
indicated the rocky hollow in which he had harboured the game. 
**' A couple of hounds," he continued, " will be ample for rousing 
them ; and when they divide we can clap on more." 

" Quite enough at first," said St Prix ; " or, with six pigs afoot 
at the same time, we should soon be in trouble. Uncouple 
Veteran and Harmonic, give them the wind, and, when you hear 
my horn, let go three couple more." 

"Mine, or your own?" inquired Shafto, deferring with 
scrupulous etiquette to the Louvetier's word of command ; but, 
in truth, a little eager to see his own lot uncoupled and busy at 
work. 

"Yours, by all means," responded St Prix, divining his 
friend's ardour, and willing to indulge it; "but let them be 
your steadiest hounds, Shafto, or, by St. Hubert, you'll never 
see some of them again." 

While this conversation was going on, Ix)uis Trefarreg had 
uncoupled the tufters, and trotting them rapidly across the moor- 
land waste, lying to leeward of the gorge into which he had 
tracked the boar, the two hounds gave quick notice of hitting 
upon the drag, and with sonorous tongue carried it merrily 
forward into the very heart of the cover. Exactly in firont of 
us, on the opposite side of the glen, lay the rocky recess, directly 
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he turned short into it, and swinging straight downwards — a far 
easier course than that of the brave Harmonie — he suddenly 
doubled his tongue, and with a thundering note proclaimed the 
presence of the pigs. The roar seemed to say, " Here you are, 
you villains \ turn out, and trust to your legs." In an instant 
out bundled a brace of half-grown hog from a dense holly-bush, 
and springing, like goats, from rock to rock, made the best of 
their way towards the lower ground; and fiercely, in piu^uit, 
dashed the gallant hound, " swearing hard words " close at their 
heels. 

A clump of stunted pine for one moment hid them from view : 
but, as they emerged from this, out scampered also four huge 
grunters, apparently in as wild a fright as their smaller fellows, 
and rushing helter-skelter over the boulders straight into the face 
of Harmonie. My heart stopped beating as the collision, which 
was inevitable, took place between the foremost pigs and the 
brave hound ; and I fancied, even at the distance at which I 
stood, that I could hear a simultaneous grunt from the herd, as 
they swept her headlong from a boulder into a chasm below. 
The pigs passed on, V6t6ran thundering after and driving them 
like chaff before the wind : but for some seconds nothmg of 
Harmonie could be seen, and Keiylan, who had been standing 
close to me, watching the scene with intense interest, turned and 
said, " Frank : that hound's back is broken ; or, my word for it, 
she would be now in front, for a gamer animal never entered a 
cover." 

Keryfan was wrong though; for the next instant she liad 
clambered again to the head of the boulders, and, springing 
from one to the other, was following the leading hound with fiery 
zeal and iminjtured vigour — " Bravo, Harmonie," fairly screeched 
out Keryfan : " the bitch is all right, I see ; it would have broken 
St Prix's heart to have lost that hound." 

A deadly cordon of tirailleiurs — ^the peasants to a man — ^had 
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before 1 not a *».<=*xMid Ojj^j ^^^JIATG 

the story, ^cf_, 

. "^ ?* ^:S5T, '^^ "" « fi^end foxgotten throughout 

iounds; till -t-^^^e -t^Uve^ ^*ti!j 

'bu«ter,''anci- ^ ^^^'^ihl^^''' ^^J^ signal to uncouple more 
,oned the t^*^ «,e ;;We ' *<^ ^^^ *« S'Ve the pigs a 
rce to bear *^ ^#»rliat "^fi- jp. ^ • '^ ^^"^^ <iown, had sum- 
it to be sO'**^^=Jc/,arrf*"^'*»*t^*^^- ^' *°^ ^'°«^** ^' *^°^<^ 
d while the f^^^ rock J ** ^qS.' «»e ^ '^'^"^ *T'''' *^^ 

to '»y.'^ j-r <=^ ^„ * ^4: ^ "'^^s- r^ ooe, iiadat lerogth brought 

'''' '^ "^^^^ '*" < ^Ov^^^h^«^ad;oi^in^ the moor 
^ "^^ :S^ ^ ^ ^"^^ 4"^^*^ ^«re, 6r ^.^y from the 

^ T^ of ^^^''"««er.. . ^^ ^u«ing a^tr^^gth for 
,rwe notes ^ ^^ g^rtie d^ .,* iJoj>^ e, ^ ^ 

^S.n L was pre^^^d to o^, ;. -^^"^U^t^ K^. ^"^ "'^^ 
% that mountain ^I«. On ^ k!^^^. ^he^ ^'^^ picture of 

bourse by a rugged, P^l^dicu^^^ o^ "^^Cn ^1^5 ^^""""^ 
^d a cataract belo*«^» stood StT ''^^ilt *^e Z^^^ '^ "^ 

hom in one hand and hj^ ^^ • tl,^,^ stream, b^^^^bove 
j^^vance into the giugrJing edd' " i^ *** . ***nning a ^'^^^tet, Ws 
tbc danger to which his houn^' ^^ ^e ^ ^^ ^ ^bS^^ *° 
confront"»K him and the i, °^ '^e,.^-*'^* M^***^' ^°^ rH^^^ *' 
vhom had undeistood the la."^^' Pi-^ ^*t>o^^ ^'* '^^^^^^ ^e ^^' 
hoax, up to his belly in soi| * '»8^1 ^!*^U^ ^ And ^^ Jtl ^ 
arched, tiU every bristle stoon ^J^^s *^e i.^** peasant^' ^rri^^^ 
md his stem bearing finnly ^^^ct ^I^^'^^iii, stood th^ %^^ 
tay and refuge. ^S^iost « ^^ lii^J ^th lage, b^'^ \,ii^' 

At sight of the brute in tj^. ^ *Oclc^ * Porcupine'^ ^ i^^ 

^ J^SiK- * ^ ^it was hi^ 
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A not ^^4' thin-kins of J^«*^^ Fitzja.^^^^ 
J- ^C»t***^ ^odstick and his clansmen, 
with gre**^' t>^^^* 

^^ A ^vith the utmost str^t^^ ^ 

his g^--^J^ened by danger. ^^^^^^ 

J cH^*^ i-e is ever snarp«= mgem,-;;' ^S:, 

servatioa st*^f ^ ^^^^^ form ^ ^^'^^ ?^„ sinking '" ^'^^ ^^i^. '"^ 
Everest hu^^^^^ ^f^vety i -^' ^les, -"-^ ^'^ '^^ ''-Tr 
at break of ^^^^ ^i^^iJe^ ^""^ ^°t pu^^^ ''^" T' "^-i^ 
practise to eiu^"^,^ ^^ ^ °^^^" Hounds? Or, loo^ Jt ,^^-^^ 
Marvellous axe^ ^rtx^^t-ri"^^^ he W soil, -"^^^ ^^^ull:^ ^ 
squatting «^^/^ J^^^^tremity = he ^^ ^.^ ,,oW-antlers, ,,^^ 

the wave, his »o«^^^^ J*!" ^r ^ ^^'^^ the secret of h. wher^^^<^ 

^U remain io'*^^^ l^^^n^ '^ o has been kno^vn to j,^^^ 

Tnv^a Uili^th^-^ A ^^^'"ores of others in^proviseci ,^ 

toV inquisitive f-^^it*^"^ ly allied to reason ! 

^j^-s very aitifice, m * ^^^y c ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ds ; or whc* ^ 

xnoment of distress. uJ<^.^s ^"J^j^j^ wind and strength ^^^J 

Surely this is a **^ f ^^^di^^ i^ion, and deduce^ fror^v -^*^ 

„ho shall say where "^T^^, -^ oO^ ^^^^^^^ ground on w^i^^ 

divide them? '^'^ Zd <>^ laO^'''% x«o^^ ^— ^^ Po-^i^;^ 
Kim must have reflecte'* ^^ .^ th .^hat the ablest ^ *^ 

^Uofit^-^-f^^f^^i^Pf;; But the tactics of §J^- 
^e his last stand, a»^ ^o^^e^e^' 
attack of his enemy, -^^e f 
, J vo«P done under 1* 
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148 WOLF-HUNTING. 

are attributed to reason ; those of the other to mere brute instinct ; 
though what the difference is my philosophy is unable to explain. 

Mr. Trelawny has remarked more than once that to record 
efficiently the grandeur of the chase, its brilliant passages, and the 
wild, romantic scenery to which Diana often leads her votaries, 
every pack should have its artist — himself, too, a fellow-worshipper 
of the goddess — ^who, as an eye-witness, should illustrate the vary- 
ing and glorious scenes of the hunting-field. Would that Horace 
Vemet or Landseer had been among us on this occasion ! that 
boar and those hounds, that rock and river, St. Prix and his 
peasants, would have been, beyond all doubt, committed to 
canvas ; there to delight the world's eye for ages to come. 

The Louvetier would not allow a shot to be fired; indeed, 
so surrounded was the boar by hounds swimming, scrambling, 
and striking at him that, unless the marksman had been a 
Kentuckian, he could scarcely have hit the one without en- 
dangering the lives of the others. So the boar for some time 
had the best of the fight; the ledge of rock giving him firm 
standing-ground, and the depth of the pool compelling the 
hounds to swim to the attack, and the men to remain helpless 
lookers-on from the opposite bank. Ever and anon, as a gallant 
hoimd attempted to land and seize him in the flank, the boar, 
with a sudden swirl of the head, but without moving an inch 
from his rocky pedestal, struck the intruder a blow and a gash 
with his tusk that hurled him at once wounded and bleeding into 
the depths of the tide. Six or seven of the hounds were seriously 
injured in no time, and St. Prix became well-nigl^ \rx c. 
spectacle. .^^^^a.l\lft 

At length Shafto dashed into the river some tw^*. 
the scene of the fray ; and crossing it, waist-de^ ^ V^yA 
quickly managed to mount the precipice frotw ^ * ^ ^J(^^ 
looking down on the boar, he dropped a hu&^ ^^ ^ >j^j ^ 
on the brute's snout Much to Shafto's surprise ^^y ^^*v ^Ak 
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^^v^rxx went tbe P^S, ^^^^.^^ ^^^^ a.\l^^ 
fatal; an<i <=»«-' ___,* nevermore xo ^.,c over -^-^ 

hounds, m^-3^-^^ ^--^'^^r^r^- ^^^ 

and the ^^^^ ^^ ^^ I't expressior^s of gr^^^'^^it^ 

the hounds, *»^^ ^t,^ 1>«1«^ !li presented i'''^*^^ 
who, unbuc^Jclx^/^ J^^« ^^Tue sure its bZ '^ ^^^'^^ 
proved aa-J I^^ ^^ vr^^ ^j^^t couUau, ^t^^-^^^^^t, 
at the same **"r, ^x^J^*^^' ^r and is not o,^, '^'s _J ^ 
tarnished iia ^^^^Z^-r<^'^^l'^ ^ stirring ,,.;> V^. *>»o J^ 
the old hall -^-^T^r ^---^^ '"X^^cr;^ 

but is the sul>J ^^ ^j-e t7ie or^^^ ^^^ <: 

festive room. ^ ^ *^ en<i i ^'^' "V/j ^^^c. "^ 

It was p»s*^ rY *:<=» ■^'^ ^s found th^^ *he ^ ^Cf 

boar were broo^^^^^ it ^^trther work, ^'^ht ^^''^^^^ 
hauled and eou^ r<^J ,, ^/,o, i, ^ ^O'^e.,^ x 

sound and ---^"^^^ /--"^ ic.^^ .co.e „,^^2? ^o /^.-^ ^ 
Uttle weight witn ^ y^t ^^„-ng thepJl"" by Jh^ 

love of the sport, »^ ^r<>P^ f^ ,ylthw ri ! ""^^ W^ 

all, knowing anoth^^ ^ ^^^^^^ ^ , /^ ^^a^. ^v^jr>^ 

^ , , , . ^fj^ -r^^ 4^te:d oft the hounds for .l ^^c-? ^.^ 

be harboured in ti^^ ^^r-C^^^ i it ^^ai^ ^ ^ 

,.. 1 .u ^^^ ^^^ rr'' is always looked ..^ ^^ ^ ^ 

nothing loth, at 0X1^*=^ _ rix2^ ^^^^^ ' ^^^a.. '^^C^ 

. .. t , . ^hM^ J . half-beaten wrestW ^^ r^ ^^^ 

"A fresh hat in ^^ i^^^^dy ^^^^^ ^ "^r; -^ f^ 

able matter by the ^ ^^^tV ^^ ^ .r. ^^ or ^ 

and the handicap is *^' ^ /jour* . ^ music of th *** 

The boar, refreshed &X , i,uf, ^^ cover for the on/^- 

for the hounds to rous^ . t^tly ^^^ ^^ *■ 
rang on the stale Ime, i^^ ^ 
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and, before the pack weie ^ iiiiu, he was crossing the 

mountain ridge and going at a. ^ gaJJop straight for Kcenig. 

PoTtunately, out horses were at li^™> held hy Keigoorlas' drunken 

piqueur and Owen Mawr *, but, though we managed to view him 

frequently, and the hounds carried a fine head over the heathery 

waste, "the fresh hat" proved too strong in the struggle, and 

reached the great covers of Kilvem ahead of us alL This was 

tantamount to a " fair backfall j" and as the shades of night were 

already taking possession of the woodland glens below, and the 

hounds were more than half beaten by their hard day's work, 

St Prix blew his horn and stopped farther pursuit 

On our homeward route to Gourin the hound Veteran fre- 
quently ranged alongside my horse, and, observing his high crown 
and long face, I remarked to Shafto that I had never seen a more 
sensible countenance than his in my life. 

"Quite right!" he exclaimed; "that hound reminds me always 
of old Eldon ; and, had our late archbishop ever heard him throw 
his tongue, he would infallibly have pronounced him to be a 
sound, dependable, orthodox hound. By-the-bye," continued 
he, "that Devonshire fellow-voyager of mine, on board the 
Norwegian timber-brig, gave me rather a novel definition of 
that word 'orthodox.' It appeared that a parish adjoining his 
own, in the north of Devon, had for some months lacked the 
services of a curate, although the rector,* an energetic parish priest^ 
had spared no pains to obtain a right man. The rector was also 
the master of a rattling pack of hounds ; and his churchwarden, 
Tozer, paying the market-town a visit about this time, was thus 
accosted by his grocer: 

" ' Well, Mr. Tozer, have ye got a coorate, yit, for Bridgwell?' 
^ * Not yit ; they don't all suit master : but here's his advertise- 
ment, so I reckon he'll soon get one : 



* The "Prime Minister" before alluded to. 
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jj\r BRITTAJ>^_ 



e f^or Briagwell ; must be ^_ ^ 

•"Wanted, a *=*i^^^%iews.' ^ ^^ 

moderate and ortl:>c»<i^^ ^^^. ^v^at doth he mear, ^^^^ ^ 

-Orthodox, IVI'^- ^^i^uro-hwarden, thoughtfully, ^^^ 

..'WelVsaid *^^^^^^ aovitole nature of the cu^^^^ 

perplexity, ^o..i^^ ^^-^^^ V:^/p-^ --^""" ^^^ 
secular as well a^ ^^ caja ^r-^'^''' ^ 



reckon 'tis a va.&-T^ 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



The last day at Gwemez had been a hard one for the hounds. 
So many had been wounded in the river, and so many lamed by 
want of condition, and by the sharp granite roads over which 
they had been compelled to travel in their long da/s work, that 
it had been found necessary to leave two couple of Shafto's lot 
at a peasant's hut, some two leagues short of their kennel, which 
they reached in sad plight on the following day. The piqueurs, 
too, were many of them footsore ; and the wonder was how they 
had endured the incessant toil and broken night rest to which 
they had been subjected for three successive days, shod as they 
were with iron-heeled huge sabots, weighing at least four pounds 
a pair, going incredible distances, and carousing the livelong 
night on their return to Gourin. Nothing but the inborn love of 
the chase, and that indomitable spirit, possessed by no nation 
stronger than by the Bretons, that carries men on till they drop 
rather than give in, could have sustained them under such 
circumstances. 

Napoleon the First well knew the character of the Breton 
peasantry, and had too often tested their courage, hardihood, and 
physical endurance under the cruelest privation \ hence the con- 
scription, in his stormy day, fell with disproportionate weight on 
that primitive race, and more than decimated their land. Their 
power of bearing fatigue, however, he was wont to attribute as 



Digitized by 



Google 



niiich to mecxfti-axa-«<=^-^ r-^stsoTis, ai 
the bmve spint: by^ ^v^rj^icili they 
^^neraJ msLizxtSL£r^^<^ t:2-M.3.t: the he i 
extremities, -ivouJrf J^^^^v-^ so muc 
^an a laig^e one^ -i-'^ '^- ^^o^t: thai 
become iatj^uecf^ .stx^ci stx-iJc^ nvoi 
other: hence Jif« ^F>x-e^^x-<enc::e fa 
^d aixiuous oaxxaf>.a/gr»:as- 'Wli i 

requirements so /Vi-'/>^ ^^^ trl^fs res i 
«>"W he have /b>ux3ci lit^lzlG mcr 
this Celtic popui/xtrf o^»^ ^ 

The chasseurs, troo^^ over anc 
the balJ rolUng ^iSl^ ^i^onsiciexab 
liights at Gomin. So t:l^^t: ^v%rl%Gix 
piqueurs and hoxinelss a <:aa>^s J ! 
Kilvem on the £ollo-v%riT^S <3^^y, ^ ^' 
voice among the i>ax-t>^ ^o obje- 
St Prix, he hailed it ^v^itl^ deH^ ' 
after his fancy, and ^3tIso xxnore m 
tl)e more dangerous sjpo^"^^ ^^ ^' , 
cared for danger ; t>ut: it -i^^^ ^ ^ 
see his hounds ga^lxecl xxxaci ixaut' 
the tusks of that fierce arfci"^^^- 

"The peasants of tl:a« "^^fr"^' I 
utmost satisfactioix and gx^tit:"^ 
St. Prix; "and if we eo«l^ ",^*^^ ; 



'Jaan would gniml3le frowx ^^^ ^^^ 

lerfi 
then, if our sport l^e a.s ^?^^^2^e 



"Thafs just ^ it: «^*^^it«efit 



events, they shall Ixave t:l^« ^^^ 
then, if our sport l:>e as g<=^^ 
consider their wxongs arop^X 



y^^'" J? rejoins 

"Aye, but xxo logger. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1 54 WOLF-HUNTING. 

autumn comes round with its cxops of corn, potatoes, and 
chestnuts, so sure will the ravagers again appear, and heart-rending 
messages will reach us for further help, and ^*' 

" More bacon," interposed Shafto ; " and quite right, too, for, 
to my certain knowledge, not one man in ten of those Kilvem 
peasants gets a mouthful of butcher's meat, saving and excepting 
the produce of your cfiasscy from one year's end to another." 

" And the produce of their own guns and gins," added M. de 
Kerjeguz, the chief cover-owner in the Kilvem country. " I had 
a fair stock of roe deer, as well as boar, in Laz and Koenig a few 
years ago; but of late the supply from those covers has been 
barely sufficient for my own table. The scarcity is attributed to 
the wolves by the tenants of the adjacent farms \ but my garde- 
forii tells me the wolves that get the best share are habited in 
goat-skin attire. However, so long as the Louvetier can find a 
wolf and a boar, when he is good enough to bring his hounds and 
his friends into my covers, I care little what becomes of the roe, 
which, dress it as you will, is but sorry venison at last." 

This imputation on the part of the garde-foret was no doubt a 
just one. The peasants are free-traders in game, and look upon 
the j'^ne naturcR fed upon their farms, for which they pay a rent, 
as more their property than the landlord's ; and, although checked 
by the necessity of paying for a permis-dc-chasse if tliey openly 
carry a gun, their ingenuity in devising snares and gins of count- 
less variety for entrapping game, is only equalled by their skill in 
setting them. Go where you will through the broomy land, if 
you are accompanied by dogs, you may consider yourself fortunate 
if, for any length of time, they escape the toils of the peasant 
poacher, either in the shape of a wire noose or a rusty spring-gin. 
This last, except it is intended for a wolf, is rarely a formidable 
engine ; for, although I have had many a dog caught in one, the 
entrapment was never followed by worse results than a piteous 
cry and a broken skin. 
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3n one occasiorx sl, -^^rol^^giix ^wa^ vexy nearly thi^ ^ci^s^ 

ng into a serioiJis ^o:x"slx>^ -^witti. tHe peasants of^ -i^ >^ 
5Ut woodcock sluootiii^ in. ^ba.^ <iistrict ; and, h>^£,r3t^^^ "^^ 
mping from tHe toi> oF a. Ixig^lx l>ank into a p£e'c^<*^ q^ ^' 
id, my trusty Biretox:!. sex-^ra-nt, ^wlio had mounted t:Iie ^ ^ 
ime moment, €^sl1\^<± xxxy ixxstXLXit attention to a hugv v^o/fi^^ 
was lying witti. oj;>^i:i ja.^v«rs very close to the spot on Whict^ 
^ave alighted, toad I made? Trty intended jump, 
rhafs a dan^^r<=>'^s t^rap fc>r man or dog/' I said to No^ 
lore imtatiorx t:toan ^rat:it:ucie at my narrow escape. "P^ 
md cast it into yoncictr l>og.*' 

^immediately i>roc^e<i^<i to obey orders ; but, as there w^ 
lifficuityine^tx-a<^t:irmg t:h« iron pegs w,th which the gin w^ 
i to the grotznci, X i>^3eci on ^^"l'^'^^^^^^ ^^^ was n^ 
. . ^ , ^ ^-^-■tc-:hin« 1^ xnto the bog, he had consigns 
^t,mstea<i of ^^"'^/^^"^^tance that afterwards savedT" 
ay carnasss^r'^ ^ <^xr 

aious d'^'^^"^*^^^'^- ^ half-a.-lea«ue down the valley; he 
hadprocee<ae<i ^^^^ rxtaxkixxg, and I on the other dxav^^ 
le,forthepxxri>ose o ^ ^^^^ in my rear apprised me tha^^^ 
ing cover, -wtieri axx ^^^^^^ .^Ij, pitch-forks and clubs, v ■^^"*' 
df-a-dozen i>easa»*^» that I was the object of their pm^ ^ ^^^^ 
; up in hot liast;cs, ^f^ twenty yards of me, I wheeled roj^^ w^ 
y approaclied ■wi***^*'^ ^^^ ^j^j j^d the immediate effe^v^*^ ^^ 

:ed them a- "^f^^T^ a halt ; and before I could i„ .^^ 

g the whole pa^^y ^j^ultaneous and angry shout info^^^:fcJ^V 
leir business ^wa^» ^ If trap, and bid me restore it ther^ ^^ 
ad stolen their -w^ - ^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ j.^^^ ^0,^ aWfr^^^ 
^.XA show them what he had done * t:>^' 
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ight hand* *"" ^ ^ 
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■hat»ly the half-cocked double gu,^ 
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-^ tol" affair, and even heard the ^^^^K,^^ 
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tn of pheasants, I sItislII xx^^ver trouble the parisl-^. 
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felt somewhat sixrpiris^d slX, this announcement, 

g met with an old soldier trixmeci poacher ; but, , 

ow of his con^v^r-ssLtioTx, Ixo l^eiiig quite in tli^ ^^^^ 
this stock ar lc:xxo^v*rl^ciS^ to ^^^ dregs, I said, '^Soy^^'^, 
d or two of tlxerxx xxo-w^ and then, do you? How do y^ 
re it ? Are there no Iceep^ers ? '* 

Ly, a swarm of" t:lxero, too ^ t>ut they're a sleepy set, and ^' 
I they don't Hear a gmxx or find a wire they're easy enoug:^^ 

►n't take alarncx- '* 

hen you matolx tlxem with hrunstone, or noose them with 

id wire when at: jroost P '' 

1^ u- ^-»-.-r^^lci his heaa, and bid me guess agam. 

old soldier ^^^^^^ ^^xne-oook with steel spurs on in 
'ell, then, yoix t:^a!c:e -* -> >» 

d he pms thena ^OT ^^^^^ ^^^^ too much noise to suit r^^, 
o, I don't : a coc . ^ ^ Handful or two of peas on tW ^ 

I feed the giroxxnd ^^ ^^^ pheasants, and I make hJ^ 
F a cover freci^i^^*^^^ _ - . ^r ^ coffee-am in tu^ ^^ ^^ 





- ^j^^ si;Ke of a coffee-aip, m the ea^^:^^^ 

1 little holes, ^t>o^^ ^^ ^sLch. AVhen these have heen picK^t^ 



pheasants, and I make h, 
of a coffee-aip, in the ea^^^^;^^ 
_ to c**'^'" AVhen these have heenpicK^^ "" 

ig a couple of l>^^^ "^aiil for more next day; so I twist^^^ 
now the/U corxxe ^S ^^ ^sLgs, such as in shops they rw.^ 
lozen little "^^^^'^^"■"^^ in, and, after smearing the insi^r^^- 
jennyworth of <:^o''^^^ ^ ^ sink them in the holes, drop^, 
p with fresh hir<i-^V.^ bottom of each paper. Then, ^^^ 




fresh ^^^^'^" ^ {>ottom of each paper. 
nr two into ^ . ^£ peas (for 




feathers 
o fly, they 



'^^^'^W sdnat like dead things. So tl^^ ^^^;:. 
ixxst^«^*>^ 7,f the cover, catches thencx . ^ ^^^=^ 



^ « heing tinawe to ««. -"-- co ^_ -^ 
oa, they imsta^n^Y ~ ;^f the cover, »«<*« °»tt ^^ »><»^;;«^ 

ad in they ^ ^^ 
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Why, *twas but last Sunday morning," continued he, warming on 
the subject, " when other folks were to church, and the keepers 
abed — ^for that's tMr regular roosting time — that I got six fine 
fellows, a bird for each bag ; and I wasn't above an hour or so 
about the whole business." 

A few days after my interview with the old soldier, I met at a 
friend's house a general officer, named Taylor, a Waterloo hero, 
who for many years had commanded the loth Hussars in India and 
elsewhere, and was himjelf a wood-craftsman of no ordinary ability. 
I described this cormt-de-papier dodge, and, to my surprise, he 
was already fully informed on the subject, having practised it ex- 
tensively in India, but more especially in catching pigeons than 
birds of the game tribe ; and we came to the conclusion that the 
old soldier had doubtless gained his experience in the same country. 

It having been decided by the chasseurs, in conclave 
assembled, that there should be no hunting on the Thursday, a 
party was at once organised for paying a visit to the Marine 
Observatory, established at Concameau by the Academy of 
Sciences. This institution— one of the first, if not the first of its 
kind in Europe, owes its origin and support to the liberality of 
the French Government ; and under the able superintendence of 
M. Coste, backed by the Minister of Public Works, the habits 
and instinct of various sea-fish are here studied, and many secrets 
of the deep, hitherto unknown, are now daily being revealed to 
the inquiring eye. The attainment of a better knowledge of the 
science of Pisciculture is, of course, the ultimate object of this 
institution ; but the business of actually breeding th& fish is not 
practised here as at Arcachon and other localities better adapted 
for that purpose. It is strictly an observatory, not a water-farm, 
in which stock are bred and cultivated by artificial process ; an 
aquarium, not a nursery intended for the development of ova and 
the care of young fish in the first stage of their existence. 

M. de Kergoorlas havmg kindly volimteered the use of his 
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da3^ at ^i^''"^"^ ^^ *=Jie chasseurs w-"«t» tr^*^^ ^'^ «^*^' "^*</*. 
^^^ «*t ^u^^ '%'«^«--*--^^„-» , ^-»*- ^^^Z^^T- Slit-*. r-iL -^ 
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Z^T'l^ ""^^ ««:r««ts ever Ld axao.. with ^ ^^C^^-^^^ > 

T. f, ^**-i«<Jow-panes with volleys of fcai/, A^^ ^^^i,J^X^ ^^ 

t»xxll,^te, i5L«r^o»orf^ >s drag rattled o^er the «o^ ^^^^ ^?^^ 
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crolour nor size, xxevertheless |^^ ^, ^^^ J^^ 

useful lot, well sixited to the coimt^ ^ ^irt^^^^^^ 

-« x-e<iuired ; but one of the Jeade^j, j^ ^^^^^^^^^^ 

muzzle fitted over bis J^^^ >fc^^^V^^^^ 



^t:rK'^>rxg iron 



^ ox- ix<2> 
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xition shown irx handling bim, to K ^^^ 
Xi-ight, ajid hold on like a bulldog ^ ^ 



'^fe 



-vw£ijr— Inoars^ could not 
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. 1— on i-'f-atio^;^f ia^3„/„^K ^^V^ 

^e subdued. Hev^- '^^w^^ ^-^ - 



" Vampire," h^r.^ suDOuea. H 
fit. a subject as^'^«*^'^^^<«'**sti ^ 

inghis hard ''^^"^^^'■"fo'^^.^^c^ - 
'- '*eatment in the w./"^^ ^^ 



jra-re beast i 



are beast j^-^h"«^"' m Oie v^-^ ^ '^. 
^^ <io the^ harness, and, a^> ti/^; 

^Hounds. A seT^ ^o^^^^:;;^^^ 

^^^*»; but. if not ^ot*^^-^^ ^^^C^^ 




o£" a.<3.<3.i.ti.<:> 
itiorx t<:> tl^e 

CC>XX^ tS=» . T"» .t 3:3 
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^1 ~p« tosse<r^r^-^-*r: 

^«a^, incase ^J*^*«'^°''^-^*^^x.ted^ 
=.e<a. there ar>-c» * disaster on the ^ j* »^^. 

d to start aix^^^> xvow the coa^ vras lo^ 
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time the double-thong curled over his ribs the brute plunged 
frantically forward, and did more or less damage to the unfor- 
tunate harness. 

However, rough and hilly as the road was over the Black 
Mountains, we reached Scaer soon after ten o'clock, without any 
serious mishap ; and here, tarrying a while to bait our horses, and 
watch the usual process of frying omelets and broiling cutlets for 
our dkjeuneTy Shafto, Keryfan, and I strolled over the new bridge, 
to take a look at the stream that rushes, seething and gurgling, 
'neath its pretty arches. To judge from its appearance, now 
somewhat turbid from the recent rain, a more favourable river for 
salmon and trout could not be seen between Dunkeld and 
Inverness. Immediately below Scaer bridge there is a beautiful 
run ; and, if the reports of its well-stocked condition be true, an 
expert fisherman would be likely to fill his basket here without 
much trouble. The river is called the Elle, and falls into the sea 
at Quimperl^, a pretty little town, containing the grave of St. 
Gurlot, to which the Breton peasants resort for the cure of 
rheumatism, the arm being thrust into a hole perforated in the 
tombstone for that purpose. 

The road, vii Rosporden to Concameau, presented no features 
of interest along its wild, sterile tract of moor and heathland, 
beyond occasional memorials of the terrible Chouan struggle 
which, indicated by wayside crosses, had been carried on so long 
and so savagely in this district. Within a short distance of this 
road was perpetrated that atrocious massacre of a party of 
bishops and priests who, by order of the Revolutionist Govern- 
ment, were proceeding to Brest, for the purpose of administering 
the rite of confirmation and consecrating a church in that town. 
They were dragged from their carriage with a cry resembling the 
whoop of an owl (this being the party signal of the Chouans, and 
hence their name), and cruelly butchered on the spot. A granite 
cross, rudely cut with the words "Siste Viator," arrests the 
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arers attention, **.j^*-^— - * ^c a\,^ ^- ^^-r./^^=» v 

T <-V»e sorx or one of the actors - -^-a^. 

iicant, said to l>e tne ==>'-' v. *i,« rr,n.^ ^^-»^ ^.^^ 

^^^-r^^u^nci orx -wliicli the murder wa ^ ^.Ar<s 

dy.asthevery ^-c>,^ r«rrxorse, however, escap^^ ^--^* 
one word of I>xt>r ^.^^ -^ ^^^ knowledge that f^ '^^ ^ 

lue Breton, >^l^o &^ ^^^^e their legitimate BoJ^^ '='-^' 

U for a righteox^ ^Trt^e i« the present day. "^^°« ^^■ 

ranold-f^hiooe^ ^esl:w^<i slope of this mou^t^ , 

»n descendmg ^^^^^ ^«ets the sight on every s,^^~iS'' 

,us,aewtothe ^ „^^, the ^^-j^^ --tline. i^^e^toc^t 

tid at no great ***,.^ries, m&ged and jagged by t^^ *^ ^ 

i, bays, and prortx ^^ ^^^ as Pont Aven to the easi- '"^"'^ 

..aves, might \>^ «^^"l>e„rr,arch, Pont I'Abb^, ^^^ e' ^ 

er away westwarjcE, _^^^ ^^ -g^^ ^o"niog oq^. >,« J '^ 

a-beaten headlarxd o ^^^ ^-^st descried by « ? ^ 

ofDouamenez, ^''".^ard, roUed the gre^t .^« naked ^- ^ 

, further yet, --^ --*^- ^tj^tic, i»^^>^^;^ ^ 

bly spread beyora^- ^ .^j^d o/T Quiinper. ^ ^ ^O '^^ 

' See you yonder ^^^ I,„-x, pointing to a 5^^/^^ Pont I' ^ >^^^ 

of the bay?" sa.i<l '^^.of-^^r moored o^ "^flandU^^ '^^ ^ 

much bigger th^-^^pHed. ''/^^r"^'^ ^e^ !^- "^ V ^^ ^ 

Quite distinctly* * ^^j^ on its shore- V,e ^2j/>^ ^^^^^^ 

be waves as they ^^^^enture occuired du^ r^ ^^ ^^ 

« Well, a strange ^^ ^f that island, the ^^ the last ^ "^ "^^^ 

lie war to the o^^^ l^imself, you shall hear ,> ^ ^aouj^^ ^ »^ ^V\ ^^ 

le told me the t^^^ „ must know, was a g^ '> caaj^' ^^^C^ ^^ 

lips. The ^^^*^^^^iorx of this isolated land, ^^ ^^"n^^. ^^^^ >^. 

ing cultivated ^ ^^ liimself over, and paying ^^'^ th^ * ^^ "^^5^^ 

ost daily of ^''^"'^^^ioTx he had recently fonned ^<\^^^^^V^ ^ 

)ection to a P^^'^ia.od dog, his sole companion' **J°'^ii^^^>^ >OC 

I black Nev»rfoVi«^.^^ ^j^^t ^ g^^jj^j^ ^jgate sto^^ ' ^^"^ ^ ^*^ ^^V 

ed at the sat»e ^^^^ther watching the French q^^^^ ^^ JX^ ^^^ "^ 

: coast for ^^^^^jrl>our, but preparing f*"^ ^^^ "6^6/!*^ J ^ C^ >? ^ 

arely in Brest I*^ ^'^i^^X^^^ 
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Villeneuve, before the great \^ ^ -Tiaia/gar. The Baron's visits 

to the little island had not ^observed from the frigate ; 

indeed, they had already been ^^^e the subject of comment on 
the quarter-deck, and excited some curiosity. 

" One day, however, the wind blowing gently off shore, and the 
sea being unusually quiescent, the signal-man again reported the 
boat afloat, a man and dog on board, and bound for the island. 
Instantly the order to * man the galley' was given by the captain, 
and, by the time the Baron had landed, a crew of six men and a 
coxswain were pulling the ship's boat stealthily and speedily over 
the smooth water, and were soon in a position to intercept the 
Baron on his intended return to the mainland. Finding his retreat 
cut off, he very quietly resigned himself to his captors, by whom 
he and his dog and boat were forthwith conveyed to the frigate. 
But of what use were they, now they were captured, either to his 
ship or his country ? — ^an incumbrance, if detained, and clearly of 
no profit to either, thought the captain to himself. 

" * You say you are a farmer. Baron ; and if so, you probably 
feed some fat stock. Now what have you in that hive?' said the 
Captain, interrogating him closely. 

" * Sold all my bullocks at Brest last week to the Government 
navy purveyor, and I've nothing but a few fat pigs left' 

" Then did visions of pork cutlets, spare-ribs, and fresh sau- 
sages, incline the gallant officer's judgment to the side of mercy ; 
for salt junk, and nothing but salt junk, had passed the enclosure 
of his jaws for many a long week, and his mouth fairly watered at 
the prospect of some fresh meat. 

" * Send us,' said the Captain, a bright thought striking him, 
^ half-a-dozen of those pigs, the biggest and fattest you have, and 
I will at once give you your freedom. Baron.' 

" *I can't send so many — my whole stock consists of four fiit 
pigs only ; but, if you will accept them as my ransom, they shall 
be sent without delay to your ship.' 
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«This offer -^^ _^ ~^&^ ^^ txting » senous obsta.^j^ .^^ 
ow the negotiai:*^^^^ 'P'^^^^owever, the ready wit o^ fcfe 
ourse with the ^^ar^st.i«»- xiecessity, quicHy sugg-e-^*-^*: 

ilfilment of the y^^_,_j>c;«*«** .^^ my messenger,' said Ae. 
nobleman, now ***Jl^^ 43.oS yoint, with a private letter 

xpedient '^^^\ -p.e«a«*»^^^ll speedfly «ach home, and tl»- 
,ut him ashore ^ ^^^jr, ^^^^f^x^tory-' 

attached to his ^^\,^ ^*";raooe. The dog and the lete-= 

[feel certain, ^^^ ^y^^^ ^^« iot, when, screeched at by tl^ 

„. iJrtdi'' ^ _ «aui.«* *\._ ««- fuU speed. Nor were th -=» 
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,ut him ashore ^ ^^^jr, ^^^^f^x^tory-' 

attached to his ^^\,^ ^*";raooe. The dog and the lete< 
[feel certain, ^^^ ^l,is ^^« iot, when, screeched at by tfc 
«Accordiogl3^ ^^e ^^^^,as »t fidl speedy Not were tK< 
«,on conveyed *^^^o**»^^^ ^ couple of m^d Breton peasac^ 
^ets he staxte<i *r i^ - foi^^^i ^^'^ ^°" ^^«e bogs slox*^^' ^^ ^'^nl 

feigate ; ^nd,^ ***^ te^^ *' "'^et an fiJ:..^ »li his ey^^ 

inismaybebett^ -«ri<^^ ^r h« "^ ^^hK,.n fk ^ 

ingsiu*? ^^* ^raever . -g capture **Man, thp, 

BythetiJt»« ^e *f^ncar»ea"' * ^^'^ that oil V ^ ^^W** 
^een'passed, ^^^ tfong castle, bf by ^^ r^^nS^^S^ ^^- 

into the htues^j */rS sardine fish«y and ,»^^^J^ 

fortified walls ^^3, fo^^ ^^ ^,^t chapter. ^^'X^^^^^^ 

is now famous <> ^^^^ ^ ^^^^^^« 

tut of this lao*^ >> - ^ 
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CHAPTER XV. 



No matter how wild and attractive the sport of wolf and boar- 
hunting may be, followed as it still is in Lower Brittany after the 
fashion of a bygone age, with hound and horn of ancient style, 
and customs of venery elsewhere unknown, nevertheless the bare 
subject, however seasoned with adventure, will at length pall on 
the sense, and become intolerable even to the strongest appetite. 
The course of nature itself is one of perpetual change and 
marvellous variety ; and man; if he has one instinct beyond that 
which he exhibits in ten minutes after his birth, namely, searching 
for something to sustain life, certainly shows it in his crave for 
change. Harpmg on the same string, even though touched by 
the finger of a Paganini, pleases only as a passing chann ; and 
he of the Sabine farm warns us that the feast too often repeated 
grows bitter* in the end. 

Therefore on this ground a digression from the forest to the 
sea-shore — ^from the musical thunder of Kergoorlas' pack to the 
loud-sounding roar of the restless Atlantic — will not, probably, 
be unacceptable to the general reader. The little seaport of 
Concameau, however, to which he is now introduced, possesses 
a Marine Observator}', in the waters of which a great variety of 
sea-fish not only seem " to live at home at ease," but to disport 

* " Nempe insunarescunt epuloe sine fine petitx." 
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themselves like creatvir^^ 

enjoyment of perfect tJ^ "^^^conscious 

^ from the mg^Vi^*^- Whithe ^ 

«^<I boar and ^^ ^^""^ ^^ *■<>---' ,if. 

hunter h, or ought *«=► >^ '^*^* *** *^^ 

at Concameau, the fe.<=xal^' cTJ^^^^^'''^^ °' 

a ne«r study-to trl^^^ '^'^ ^'^ *^^^«™ 

perhaps, as he h^ ^o ""^% ^^ ^^'^ 

*e deep, the fi^x^y ZtLZ %^:Zt^ ^ ^" 
wave >>o , . , •--^iu^, "v-«rtel>rate and , 

Slta '" l.o«^ ix.3or«tal>Ie and 

Of late years sc=ience has been busy 
bowels of the earth co^tair^ ; whUe its s 4 
1° all regions to sui>i>ly the heasts of the fi. 
fnd creeping things or e^ery kind for the u 
institutions and the cultivation of natural 
recently, although zxi£Ln ^viras griv-en " dominie i 
the sea," as well as «* over all the earth," by ti; 
the Universe, the stuci^r of life in the watere 
or no encouragement £r-om the scienti/ic of thi 
the shroud of the £i*.th.omless deep acting as 
investigation. ^Q"e-v^x-theless, this ne^rlect is soni< 
especially if the ^^reiSL-tL -value set upon fish, in the 
old Rome be bom^ in. mind, ivhen seas were r 
most delicate of th.^ix- Icind, and the poet could 
what fish were hest "boiled and what roasted; th. 
the Lucrine was a. l>et:t;ei- fish than the Jkfurex of B 

** I^Tor*. oiacxn-e roare est generosse fertile testna. 

Again, one might ha.ve supposed that the interd 
meat to tiie whole I?-oman CathoKc world at cert 
Aeyear vhen a fish-<aiet, as tending to the mortii 
body, wis universally allowed, would long since hj 
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inquiry and experiments as to the best mode of producing so> 
useful a food in the greatest quantity. But no, it was reserved 
for men of the present day, such as, in our own country, Mr. 
Willughby, Colonel Montagu, Couch of Polperro, Pennant,. 
Yairell, Sir Humphrey Davy, Dr. Pamell, Sir Wm. Jardine, Dr. 
Geoige Johnston of Berwick-on-Tweed, Mr. Donovan, Smith of 
Deanston, the sub-soiler and inventor of the artificial salmon- 
ladder, Dr. Knox, Mr. T. L. Parker, Sir Francis A. Mackenzie,. 
Mr. John Shaw, K Buist of Perth, Ffennell, Lee, Ford, Thomas 
Ashworth, the king of cultivators, as he was called in Galway, and 
last though not least, Mr. Frank Buckland, to originate the study 
of fish-life and fish-culture in river and sea ; and doubdess great 
results have already been achieved by those pioneers and by the 
united interest of capital and science, now fairly awakened to this 
important point 

That it is an important point to the public, especially at the 
present period of high-priced provisions, may be gathered firom 
the Report of the English Sea-Fishery Commissioners (1866), 
which informs us that '' London alone consumes annually 8o,ooa 
tons of sea-fish, not estimating salmon, herrings, sprats, eels, 
crabs and lobsters, oysters, mussels, and shrimps ; this in the 
aggregate greatly exceeds in weight the consumption of beef ia 
London. The most firequented fishing-grounds are much more 
prolific of food than the same extent of the richest land. Once 
in the year, an acre of good land, carefiilly tilled, produces a ton 
of com, or two or three hundred pounds' weight of meat or 
cheese j the same area at the bottom of the sea, on the best 
fishing-grounds, yields a greater weight of food to the persevering 
fisherman every week in the year. 

^' Five vessels, in a single night's fishing, brought in 17 tons 
of fish, an amount equal in weight to 50 cattle or 300 sheep. 
The ground which these vessels covered, during the night's 
fishing, could not have exceeded an area of 50 acres." 
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I hope, after you have seen the few novelties we can show you, 
that you will give me the pleasure of your company at supper 
this evening at seven o'clock ? " 

" Thank you a thousand times," said M. de Kergoorlas. "But 
I fear we cannot accept your kind offer of hospitality, as my 
hounds are appointed to meet to-morrow morning at Kilvem, for 
a day's boar-hunting in that forest." 

" Ah ! you hunt the boar as well as the wolf ? Well, that's 
a more profitable chasse than the other, for you destroy the 
destroyer, and eat him afterwards. But if you can defer your 
hunting to Saturday, and will do me the honour I ask, you would 
then have ample time to-morrow to see our Druidical monuments, 
of which there is a vast assemblage at Camac and Plouhamel, in 
this neighbourhood ; and they are acknowledged to be unequalled 
in Europe." 

"That would be a great treat," responded Kergoorlas and 
myself at the same moment ; Keryfan, too, chimed in, and 
hoped the change might be made in the hunting-day. 

" With all my heart," said St. Prix, always ready to promote 
good-fellowship and the wishes of those around him ; " so let us 
bow to the majority, Shafto, and accept M. Coste's hospitable 
offer and the treat in store for us to-morrow." 

Now, so insatiable was Shafto's appetite for sport, that a day 
lost to hunting was almost equivalent to a day lost to his 
existence : and when thus appealed to by St Prix, it required no 
little effort on his part to conceal his disappointment and assent 
to the proposal : but he did so manfully, nevertheless, although 
he would far rather have viewed the white tag of a living fox 
flashing across a path than have discovered the whitened bones 
of an arch-Druid at the base of a tottering cromlech. 

"By all means, if you wish it, St Prix. And" — ^he added, 
gracefully — " as we are so near, I think it is a duty we owe our 
forefathers to make a pilgrimage to their tombs." 
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^^^^■^ Sj>OjRr JJ^ BRITTANY. 
^ ^^xXm1=>^ ^^^ybe/'said M- Coste; « but that at l>r - 

unsol^^ ^^^jxients Mr^re then made for dispatching s 
^^"^f ta Gourin ta proolaim aloud in its stre«-t. 
messeH^^'^ ^ . , ^ . „ . ,^_^ . ^hile Louis Trefeireg -«%^^ cl^^ ^^- 
ponerx.^^*^ f '""^.^'Tf^^^^r. I inform the peasa.^*^ ,f j,^^, 
fn a l^tt^^ ^'-^"^ .''; ^" fiit^e not having been -<i--^«is^^^- 

notice v^^ ^^^""^T^^L l^atters having been so «^^ s^ltt ^^-^^J^^^ 

Of the surrauT^dms^^-^^^ . ^^ then, under tl^e ^^ui^-C^^^ts 

ordered be<i^ ^^'^tr 1 "oxxoe to the Observatory. ""^^^^ >W.e 

3f Coste tt--^"^*^ "'^ -?^i«« is admirahly adapted t^ ^^'^j * 

SStrof tl^-^^^^^^^a constant supply of fr^^^t^ ^ Of 

.t dependent ^^^-„_ of its occup^^ts, it i^ *^ S^r^^-^*^ 

orthesusten^-; ^j,^„ging^e;«;^^ shore, i^ usuau'^.^^W^^te 
:rockIiter^IiXj>j;j^y -^. X" <^— ^^" ^eing ''^ l^i^^^.^^ o 
bsence of * /^i^^civasx* - *^^^ craft nuxxvfcering "^^n/i^^J^ -^i 

.e founts or :^j^ ^^^. of srn^^^^^ , ^^ ^^g ^, ^^^ ^ 

nd possessing c^f>*^''^^^rs peculiar advantages fo, ^? <W^^ 



on 
"*±e 

^ T''^lh^ ^f>*^'^^fi-e^ ^culiar advantagelV;; ^^ ^^^ "^^^^ 
gaged in t**^_^«t, i<^ ^^^ to the variety of th/ *^^ ^^ ^^^o, 
.ntal to th^t ^^^'t, l^o^ f^ ^^ ^ide sea to their "^J^^i^^^^^i^ci: 
f the esUl>lisl-^^^o^ '''"'^tted on this point ^^'*^c:^Cl^^^^«°« 
keir quick ^o^'l^e*^ ^^S the boat making the^^^*^ "^^-^^S?^ 
*or are the ^^^.^ c^I>*^^rtUe, ^^"^ ^"^« of thenx ^^*^**^'^*=^^^- 
inusual prize ^^i^^t**^ ^^ «o^ *''** *^^^*'''*^ ^* ^th ^f^ <^ -^ - ^ 
jossess not a. «"• y^g^cM^ **^ ^f the Aquarium, a servic '^**-*~^ 
jurpose, hasteJ^*^^ -t^^*^* Ooste on behalf of the FreiTi '**''**« 
expedition i» ^^ -t,>r ^P**' *^«=*> 

iberaUy re«Jiii*=^ .^ ^ long, rectangular, stone edific 

nent ^ ies^l^ * v^-^?/* ^■a^f^^^eariiig a terrace o^^^^^ 

ie French <=^^J^^^ ^^o^x^' *' "'"'^^ ^ P^^*^ ^-eot^* 
Of and a «P^^ s:^^^^ 

Succession ^ 
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continuously from the sea. As the reservoirs are formed like 
a flight of steps, one below the other, a stream flows steadily 
through them, and thus, by its motion, the air of the water is 
constantly renewed — a process rendered necessary by the respira- 
tion of the fish, which would soon exhaust the fresh air of a still 
tank and die from the want of it. 

An ingenious over-^hot wheel had been designed for doing 
the laborious work of continuously pumpmg ±e water to the 
topmost reservoir ; which water, on quitting the lowest reservoir, 
was to fall rapidly over a wooden shoot into the boxes of the 
wheel and ±us give it the needful rotatory power. Allowing for 
waste and evaporation, it was expected this wheel would supply 
the reservoirs with sufficient water for nine days out of ten, but 
that on every tenth day it would be necessary to make up the 
deficiency by the usual manual labour. This contrivance, how- 
ever, at the time of our visit, was in embryo ; but I doubt not 
its proportions have been developed long since, and that it is now 
domg its giant work with the utmost effect 

A few words more on the construction of the reservoirs. 
These, forming a length altogether of about 80 metres, are 
divided into at least 100 cells by galvanised wire-net partitions^ 
which, while they keep the different species of fish separate, 
permit a free passage to the running stream ; so, in each com- 
partment each kind gets the food peculiar to it, and seems to 
enjoy life as though unconscious of captivity. Nor, regulated 
by the outlet, can the usually pellucid water ever become too 
deep in the reservoirs ; and thus the habits and instincts of the 
fish can at all times be watched by M. Coste and his observant 
staff — a point of considerable importance in the interest of 
ichthyological science. 

So much for the building and its mechanical fittings ; now for 
the live stock contained within its walls. On approaching the 
first reservoir, and before it was possible for the fish to see us, 
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M. Cost« <=^ -h SL^e ^^Otion to the popular eiror with x^e:Sp*^^ 
hesens^ of '^^ * *a7«f, as so many think, to fish- ""^W 

said he, *' i£ they bay^ ^^ visible ears, the internal sts-^j^^tut^^^. 
ie heaxl exhibits xo tuost species a thin, 3rielding cartil^: 




serves the pvirpose of 3 tympsLtxuxn ; and any vibration «::>:^-^ '^ ^^^ 

iffects tha.t membiane sensibly at once." To illu^t-;^^.^ ^ 

emark, he struck, the edge of the tank shaiply with his >!^^^^ ^^^^^^ 

Bd iastantly a. rush was heard as of naany fish busflUrx^^ t^^^^^^^^ ^ 

ie spot M:. Coste then nxounting a step higher and -^i^,^^*"^]^^^ ^ 

' to do the same, we saw some fine grey muUet with ^::ii~^V^^^^'^:^ ^ 

most out of water, eagerly expecting the fo^ ''^i.^^U: l^^^ '^^^ 

Wed ihat sxinixnons. I* rexxunded me of ^e "1^^ ^^^"^^^^^ 

."at CWio«en-r -ear -^^ ^ ^^^ ^^-^^^^^.5^^^ 

jngti^e, wiU.^ «-^-> ----^nd so littl. ^^ ^^^^^^ 
K) lavenotis ^^^^^^ them the food prep '^; tl^^ ^^* ^^*^. 

:oste could ^^'^^^TT^^ each other and ender:'^*-7> "^^ '^.t 

we^Uterally i --jj^^l^f touched thew^^-^i^^ S^^^^-^^ 



v,^:^^. 



mhisgrasi>, -ere " ^^ ^^^oke them, not onivt?*-^Ov^ 

itted him to »^tf\t^Pl>^'^«"'^y "^^ ^ *=°'^*^<1« JeTi***^**^* ^ -^^' 
on their part, t>^* ^^ therefore most .veko^"' «»^t Hjl =*>^^^^^ 

were kindly ""^^ 't o^ fi«^*^' """"^^ "^^«r havl ^*- ^\r. ^^^^^^ 

^lf,thepatrorx -^^'^^^^l of mullet: nor ^ere^^H^a^^^^^' 
than this srxx^^ ^^^Its of kmd treatn^ent i^^^^ **^ ^^^*^ 
cts exhihitir^g ***Slci, - --^'^^ '°H Pugnado^^ --*:i^ ^^^^ 
The sti<=l-l-^^^'tlxe food firom M, han?C,\^C^^*~2^-5^ 
ly civilised , ^^^^r.cJ J^-^^'^^^'^^^e another "^^ ^. 
.is.alittl^ ^;Z^ -^l-ol^'^^'^^-yi^gnofe;':^^-, 

nd that ffe<i **"f^ Vc>-^^-«'' *J '^^^e not to be trifle^ 

ale fish sel«*= ^^' 
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and any invasion of this sanctum was instantly followed by a fierce 
encounter, which never ceased till the trespasser was ejected from 
the premises ; tooth and spine were freely used on both sides, and 
the death of one, pierced by the spines, was the not unfrequent 
result of the battle. 

It has been observed by M. Coste and other ichthyologists 
that the colour of the sticklebacks depends on the colour of the 
ground they occupy ; for instance, one living in an earthenware jar 
in the far comer of the reservoir had assumed a dusky, brown hue ; 
while on the opposite side, another, whose castie was a white 
tea-pot, was so light-colouied that, but for the pink colouring of 
his vicious little eye, he could scarcely be distinguished from the 
surrounding water. This assimilation in colour to that of their 
habitats is, however, not peculiar to this class, and is doubtless a 
provision of Natiure to secure them and other species fr6m the 
attacks of their enemies. The sticklebacks were great pets of 
M. Coste's, who told us, with much concern, that when he had 
trained them to quiet habits and even good;fellowship, they rarely 
lived longer than two years. 

The next compartment to which M. Coste directed oiu: 
attention was that enclosing the turbot — ^the most important, so 
far as the object of the institution is concerned, of all the fish 
contained in the Observatory. One hundred thousand tiu*bot, 
more or less, are brought annually to the London market by 
Dutch fishermen of Scheveling alone, who are supposed to earn 
thereby some ;^8o,ooo, a large sum which our own north-country 
fishermen might well envy, and a share of which the French are 
now making great efforts to obtain. 

In captivity — as M. Coste demonstrated — the turbot will take 
food from the hand ; and although he looks so unintelligent, he 
is not quite so great a fool as he looks. He knows, for instance, 
one hand from another ; and the intrusion of a strange one, too 
near him, is instantly resented by an indignant attitude and 
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ministalcat>l«' ^^j.^J^'^\^'s fsLixs expanding and the spot^ O^V^ 
>ody ch'axa^Ti"^ « %Af to a dark colour, as much £».s. tO S.^ 

'Keep yroxxr i^^^^ off j^^y. p^erson, sir; thafs a liberty 
lUow to SL. stxa.ager.'' j^^ rapidity with which he a 
levours sl zxtvllet of gy^ ^j. gfx ounces in weight is 

'ellous, cozisitienng Jji^ ap»i>a.rently unsuitable shape «.^:::^r ""^^ "~~-3 

notion tlirou^/2 the water, and the small mouth he po^^.^ ^^^:^!^^^:^ 
iking a fish of that size. liowever, one, two, and thr^.^ ^^ ^^^'^::^" 
iken (Tom a, bait-tank, kept for the purpose, wer^. "*^XX^ ^^^^^*^^t^ 

sposed of by a. turt>ot not weighing eight pounds^,__ q.Ui^.^^. ^^^ 
ponding like those o£ a snake. »S 3>r^X>^*" 

Other fJat-fish theirs were in vanous comp^^ent^^ ^X>^f*- 

te, lay brill, topkxxol:, plaice, and sole ,- Ae a^t tw<^ ^^^Ci^ ^- 

ray, Di7ii, i- ^^ ^^^ probably t»ecause, -*^o^. ^ 

ies Of tnxe ^>- f-f^^ ^^ ,te stiig ray, ha^C^^ ^K ^^^^^ 
..ens. one --»-/"^^f it fUrrxished with a se^J c^^^^:^^^.^^*^ 
^titution. Tl--^ ^^iaoea midway on th^^^^ "^^i^*^^ ^^^^^ 
)r five inches 1^«^' ^onble-tailed. With th^l^^ *2 **^ ^^'^ 
^pearance of t>e^^ ^° ^y twisting about ! ^^^l^o^^^sj^'^^^ 
:ed,itha3 f^^ f ^r rarely healed witj^.^^^jo^^"'^. ^^ >J.^ 

ing wourxas ^^^^ ^certained that the spj^J*^ W.^^^^^^ 
Ithough it Ix^ ^^^ effects is usually f^y^^^ <^^^vA ^ 
1, the lacera-txoxx thing a fishennan ^ ^« bj^ ^^ ^^^^"^ 

'•nation. So ^^^ ^ dangerous taiL «»* ^^^-^^^^^ 

ray is to claoI> ^^_^ appropriated to s^ver^ *^^^ '^'^ ' 

>en came ^^^^g-^^*^' ^^ui^"^^. ^° *' s? ^^ ^ 

aofoce^r.," ^^^ IB-xt of all th^ piscine tribe ^"^* 

. . '^1^ fisl»- ^^ a naturalist ^_ '*«. tfie ^ 



-1-1.1^ *»»**- ^^^ a naturalist ^ ~ "le ,^ 

hat *«'".^*^%^«tiKX^ t:0 - ^e,e unquestionai,,^ 

ve ana iriter ^^^l^icn, g ^.^j^^ ^^^ ^ ^ ^ , 
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Tatorr, Xn the &!it JT" "nportant office in this Marine <^>^ 

the uneaten food ofoJ^'J^^ ^'^ crabs not onljr ^"veat ^^^^ 
the bocfie^ or lAe ^Jf^" ^^' ^"'^ -^«» death visits ^^ t^'^^' 

reduced xn ^ -C^d^blrSo^tTeT ""'j"^' *""" -^* ^^O 
. - , . . ^'^^y snoirt tune to perfect skeleton.^ ^^ 

antsrxev-e^.i^cftftepoXisWx.« work more effectually. ^ ' 

pomtuigr out rfusT^uable service, by which aU taint ^ >*-^ ^^ ^^ 

from the water, brought to xny recoUection the quaint ^^ '««^'^^^ ^^ 
Biy old heachznaa and friend, WiU Patey, who, whene^^j.T'^Qgli^'^^^ "^ ^'^ 
proved utterly useless for work, invariably thus sv». ^* * iK ^^^^*" 
doom; " He iniist go a.-<:x-a.bbing, sir, he must l" If ^^^5*.^^^^^^ ^^ 
'eath followed, in a. tide or two the aninaal was r^. ^^»il-^^^^ "^^^^^^'* 
"'^nn of small cra.bs to so clean a skeletot^ ^^^ . ^Xj ^^X '^"^^^ 

^o sent forth-witlx to tlie Hunterian Museui^^ ^s^^ ^ ^^ ^^^aT^^^ 

^tweea. tfae corxmxon crab and the lobste^. j^j q^ *^H.v "^^:::^^ Of 

Jgular di/aference in. th.e habits of the mal^ :fi ^* ^ ^ >*► 

J^d Tur-Ic in tiis -way 5 roving, like a Loth^^. 




ingular di/aference in th.e habits of the mal^ ^^^ ^t^^ -trrv"""^ 

rand Taric in Ixis way 5 roving, like a Loth^^.^ ' *^^ ^^ ^^.>ua 

> to another, SLrx<3L reboundmg, taU forwar^^^ ' f<ii^ ^^^^^i*^ 
^ when ineetingr ^ reb-^ from a coy mi^t^^^ o^ ^i^^C'^^'^.w 

e hiiest degree, ^<i - ^- - - ^^^^ t, thl >i^ J^^^^^?: • 

nost de^roted attaol-xxxent,-. patter^ h,^^^^. ^^^^^^^V 
"°°- ■r,^«s never dreamt Of K *>^:j,^*^ =*^* °f 

tceans "^^-^S'^l J^ffTxl ii^deed is th^"^^ "^tei^esti^;"^-^:*^ 
^tion, ^<^J^^^i^L orustyprisor,/^P^"-ceo?,^^t.^^'^. 
t escaping *^":^ ^nite oonscious ^V^^'^ ^^ d.J^- ^^ 
beau, and ^^^^^^f ^tt." The po^^^^ *« ^tnkiog efi-^^^ ^ * 

f injtaiy is ^co****^ ^^« I and as casu^\'f** : 
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course, are constantiy occurring to them in their present narrow 
seas, the opportunity of observing the gradual but very slow growth 
of a new claw is but too frequently given to M. Coste and his 
watchful attendants. 

The shades of night, now fest deepening over this interesting 
exhibition, soon brought our visit of inspection to a close, much, 
to the regret of all j but, as M. de la Villemarqu^, the eminent 
Celtic scholar and archaeologist, was invited to meet us at dinner^ 
his own chiteau being at no great distance from Concameau and 
very near Quimperl6, a great treat was yet in store for us from the 
company of two such men as M. Coste and that savant. 
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^rainixtes before the clock struck seven, M-delaVill^ 
8 from his cha-tesm neair. Quimperl6, reaclj,ed thev^^^^ 

lTr°^^- *='*'^'^^' ^"^ *1^« P^ty l>««g au^ente^ ^^^"^^^ 
'"■<-onunan<Jax»t of" the district, we sat _, _ ^*- V^"^V2^ ^^ 

-'' fo a bountiful slx\<3. inost appropriate supj^^^ Xr ^t W^^^ 

:' fte astonishment: of Shafto at the van^ 'j^^^ %Ji^. ^>,^ 
"> ^hich so TXiSLXxyr <aiflFerent kinds of choi^^^ *^:^^ ^i-. ^^^ 
'■ nor Hras the occasional groan that es^^J!*"^^^?^ ^^i^ 
^estat tl^e i>rosi>cct of losing a day's j^^^^^i ^^ W*^«txi5 
*ose pagan ix.onu«aents," any longer he^^'^R ««^'*X ^;^^^ 
-^th the interesting conversation of Af. ^j^ ' ^o ^^ J^:^ ^^'^ 
host on the doaality and utiUty of the Vaw7**J^^'^^ J^C^ 

escribe all *!-« dishes would, as old ^ ^H ^X^'^ 

>d tongues, ^xad t.hen the science of ^ p^ J>s, ^^'J 

d to eSer arxalyti— "^ ">to the subject, l^^^Hi ^V^ ^ '^ 

er was I>roxaov.«^«^ y ^^^^ ^^ph of art ,^5^^,-^ 
«.eet red I>«I>I'-'"' ^t^ the most ^^^'^^ bei J^- ^^ 



_„^^„^ed by all a triumph or°^^l4"^^>-^^ -J 

,ci I>«I>I'^'"\l,t" the most ^f^^'^^ bein^'^; ^t^^^ 
«^«^ to^etl-^^ i^predominance'^^^^"'vepala«^^ ^^_ 



i to distins^isl^^ ^Greenwich ^^ ""^^ *^ 'est i^^^/^^ 

many ^^^^^^iu^^ for its bo^^^*.'-"^ ^^^'^b^^^ir" 
■bait thaix aVCarse ^Ulabaisse, at the h, '^ 
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of which city it is, at all seasons, a popular dish. The fish 
chiefly preferred for it is the dab, but in Paris all kinds of 
pond-fish are pressed into the service ; and so. good was it held 
to be by Thackeray, who was in the habit of feasting on 
bouillabaisse at Terrors Tavern, Rue Neuve des Petits Champs, 
that his muse absolutely cantered into rhyme on the merits of 
"the rich and savoury stew," for which, he says, 

" A Cordelier or Benedictine 

Might gladly, sure, his lot embrace, 
Nor find a fast-day too afflicting, 

Which served him up a bouillabaisse." 

" When Louis XIV. dined with his cousin the Prince de Cond6 
at Chantilly," observed M. Villemarque, " Vatel, the chef-de-cuisine^ 
failing to obtain suitable fish for the banquet, in a fit of despera- 
tion fell, like Cato, on his own sword ; but, surely, had the artist 
served up a dish of bouillabaisse, the fish for which might have 
been caught at any moment in the reservoir hard by, he might 
have acquired additional fame, instead of committing self-murder." 

" True," replied M. Coste ; " but, unfortunately, the dish is of 
modem invention, and was not known in the days of the Grand 
Monarque." 

" Then a man of such genius as Vatel should have improvised 
it in the emergency," said Villemarque, whose acquaintance with 
the history of French dishes was evidentiy not on a par with his 
knowledge of dry bones or a Celtic ballad, the data of which he 
could fix with rare accuracy. 

Wlien the present Lord Chief Justice of England was engaged 
as counsel on a great mining case in South Wales, in addressing 
the jury it devolved on him to comment on the evidence given 
by Dr. Buckland, the eminent geologist, and, if possible, to 
weaken it by ridicule. So, assuming an air of gravity and doubt 
in his countenance, he said : " You have heard, gentlemen, the 
evidence of the learned professor, who has told you far more 
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about tJr».c ^ the earth than he knows or car^s 

own." rrtiis was qQ/^^ enough for the Welsh juiy, wt^, 

Buckla-i3<^ w^-asf sAaicQ frortx that moment, though 

events JtSLVe proved his geological foresight was quit^ 

this irxa-ttcr. The parallel between that fine old <Z^_^q 

feasor aJ^<i -^- ^^ la- Villemarqu^ struck me f'*'^^=^i>:::>ly 

moment, both being devoted to science, but giving^ ^^^^^ ^V -^^^^ 

to the body t>eyond its needful claim. ^^==5^, ~^:j^' 

So much for the bouillabaisse; and now for a f^>^^ ^"^.^?'** 

theovster-souo- jFJad Horace been present he «oul^ ^0:j. ^^Tht 

Caiafdi^^ its oorx>po3ition to the last pi^^hof ^^^V^ '^^ 
forl^Z^J mother satire would ^ave bee^ the ^^^It ^^^^^ ^„ 

fished the ^-^-'-^"^^n^tisfied with M. 0^^;:,^^^ t'^^^^T 
^e reader must e en n, were, to th^ „„„ *^«:^ ^^^h-T^^-S^C^'*' 
Kstersoup, in — :^rVrSex.t. "'^'^^li^:*:^^^^^t 

^stowed on i* t>3^ hit ^v-^/«-soup was," saj^ k^ ^<^ -^^^T^:^,,, 

"I never kne-;^ ^T>wologioal duties led ^^ ^«. '< ^. ^^^^« 

in Jersey. ^^^ '^'^i:LiS^ i^or^^on r.^^^^. ,,^:^ ^^s. 

visit that isla«<*' f ^^ t^ peculiar to tho,!^^ ^^"^ C^^». 
lied the oro^er-, ^^,3 XJxxion Hotel, i^, the\."'^*s^^'^**X^^ 
arterswere -^ ^""^ good f-e, justly bore*^^!^,^-*^^ ^^^ZJJ^e, 
uch. for corxxrort ^^^ %^i^a. With a ra.e stoU*^-' ^^^^^^ ^y 
Jhest character ^^x ^ ^1^ that no 1^^ but\^*" c:*:^^^ ^^e 

ndy in the ^-^^^^^^^^ decant it without breakbg *S^^«^ ^ ^^^^^ 
Perienced ho««= "^^T^i --*^^* "^ ,f ^"*-. -ho '/^^ -ST ^V^ 

glish and rrerxcl* ^l^r m J^"t^\,^^t the dish oft^; -^^Vr "^-^^ 

ch attracted ^ «^^"^e do"-^ coC''^ ?T *^^ «2"^ 

Which was * <*^ ^1*^*, of it as J*^*^ ^^^ d°' *« Bur J! 
alit Ho^^^ ^ 11,0**1^ o* ^^ich as his master 

Pierre lo^^** 
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catching him one day in a fever heat, after a grand banquet 
served up for the baillie and judges of the Royal Court, I 
proposed treating him to a bottle of this choice wine. His 
delicate palate (it is not every cook that has a palate) watered 
at the prospect, and before he had finished three parts of the 
bottle his heart was fairly uncorked, and he would have decanted 
the innermost secrets of his soul had I cared to know them. 
*Now, Pierre,' said I, *what is it that makes your oyster-soup 
the delight of the epicure and the envy of all cooks ? ' 

" ' Nothing more nor less than conger-eel,* he replied, ' firom 
which the stock is always made, and which gives it the rich, 
delicate flavour so highly esteemed by all good judges.' 

" * Conger delicate I ' I exclaimed, with amazement ; ' why, 
we bait our crab-pots with that fish, and only cook it when we 
can get no other fish.' 

" ' That may be,' he replied. * Nevertheless, the fine flavour 
of a Jersey conger, when used for stock in oyster-soup, is unques- 
tionable, and I strongly commend it to your fixture notice.' 

M. Coste having told us this secret, Keryfan remarked that, 
while on a visit to me in South Devon, he had often eaten excel- 
lent conger-cutlets, which the farmers on the wild coast of the 
Start Point and Prawle Head kept salted, in lieu of bacon, for 
winter food. " And, Frank," said he, " you will bear me witness 
that, after a hard day's shooting with our dear old friend, * Dick 
Randall,' over that rugged land, a conger-cutlet, fried in fresh 
butter, was no mean dish after all." 

With the nuts and dessert after supper, the song went merrily 
round, after the usual Breton fashion ; but M. de la Villemarqu^, 
the man of all others who was brimful of the old ballads of the 
country, could not be prevailed on to smg one of them. Either 
he had no voice, or he considered it undignified to sing the songs 
which he, with infinite pains, has collected together and published 
with so much success. However, his recitation of " Kan Maen- 
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wynn, -rr h • *"* century, which he immea.xek.iL.6*' 

kted into Fren , iocfyj^jj^^ freely in the liberties of ticve -wj^^^ 

phrase-, ^vv^^ ^ ^^^^ never to be forgotten. ^^^ ^^^^ 

Ttie next motniog^ at break of day, M. de Kergczk^-^^^a^. ^^^--:w^ ^' 

appear-ed a* **^ appointed liour (seven o'clock) at the •^r^.^or "^::::?^ ^^ 

LioncJ'Ojr/ ancf, although a. groom with firm hand st^^^^jj '^^"^^^^^>>.^ 
head of each horse, neither the Vampire in front, tV^o^^ ^^ ^^^^ 

iron-muz^iecf, nor fhe o/r-side wheeler, hampered as h.^, -Vra<f^ >ill?® 

Jouble truce-rope, showed as yet any symptoms of lt>^^ ^X*.^ ^-^^ 
.hich they had acquired 30 bad a character Aftex. :fc,! ^^'Ci^-^^^^'W 
f. de ia ^/ie^arqo^ ar.ci IVt. Coste at the residence ^:e^^^H^^ "^ a 

^ ' , , -,«- a. t»rislc rate through Ponta.>ren aia,^ t^^ >.^^^«- ^^r 

. trotted alor^g at ^^J^^\ ,he Celtic wo„^ for ^ ^^J ^;^ ^^n 

gran,te-laxd ^f^^^^^aaxr. himself would >^ve b^^ C^^'^^^ '«^^,'' 
er, and such as JVi-a throue^^„.. >?^>^ ** ^^^_ ^le 



lee. 



rrdsvich as ^^^rnment roads throu^i^^^^ ^:^^ * ^V^W 

Verily, *^^ ^_„rtlv called, from thel, „fl. ^«»^ ^^:i^^^^^^^ 
nded by officers, ^^^^^ ^ ^ staff of c^^ ««c^.^^^^ "^^^^^ 

>ss^s/a»d -«-^f^-1-oAbe%ood conditi^^'^--.,/' :|.*^^t^ J 
.horn is re.I.-"-^^^/„^geaeveninther,^^^-o •^--^^^^^- 

es, are adr«xx-^l>^ jI«„r.-bont the team Wa^ ^V^^t-S:^^^ ^ '' 
hat country-- ^* ^^« day; the return jo^^^k^^*^^:^^:j^ne 

ed for the x-es* <>* ^^ last word meaning^ t^a O^^'^X^ 5^^^ t,^°- 

e. "the la«<i ^^^^ir^st the <=«"" "^^arly ^he ^^-^v^* ^^S* ^ ^5 

.oor beasts, *^^^?ir>l:o otxr z^^/^- provided by ,i" ^ *^^ ^^n 

Ve had jxist ^^'^''^"^^ose of reaching Auray without*'^" ^ST^ ^-» 
mercefor ^^^ ^^"^^^ci^^' ^^ f ^ ^^e I sat. V"-- c.?*^^^ 

at the xr.o-^^^ l^raigl-*' Sir WaUer ^^ «. .^ -^ ^^_ 

!ed that S-^^^^'t^ --'"""^ijTv !; *« ^-- CoJ --^^ 

brt, shu«: «IL ^ :ES1^»^ ^^' "^^'^te.s. who. in the X*"" 
and Clv3^1^ 
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tnaXJ* possessed the heart of a lion, had animated the 
a ^^}^^^^ J^^g-,st to the last man, fighting herself hand to hand, 
gamson ^^ enemy in several desperate sallies, till at length, 

an ^^^^^^^ ^^y last loaf, and preparing for capitulation, the 
En^Ush^ fleet hove in sight ; and Sir Walter de Manny, with a 
hoft of knights and archers, hastened to the rescue. Two or 
three fierce sorties, headed by the countess mounted on a war 
horse, compelled the besiegers to withdraw, when the English 
troops, bringing an ample stock of provisions with them from 
the ships, were received into the town with the utmost joy and 
gratitude. But you should read * Froisart,' " added Villemarque, 
" to enjoy the history of Henn-bont and the achievements of this 
noble dame, the wife of Jean de Montfort" 

With many such tales as this, having reference to the surround- 
ing locality, did our savants beguile the time between Henn-bont 
and Auray. At this latter place, a boat is waiting to convey us 
down the little estuary to Locmariaker ; and, as the wind and tide 
favour us, we soon arrive at Hellu, a cairn of stones not far from 
that desolate village. The menhir and dolmen that now meet our 
eye on evexy side, some tolerably whole, but most lying in frag- 
ments around, the grim and silent witnesses of unknown rites and 
of a by-gone people, are of such a magnitude, that every one con- 
templating the scene must wonder that not a scrap of history 
remains to inform us who were the authors, what was the date, or 
what the object of such vast and remarkable constructions. But 
so it is ; time has obliterated every trace of their origin ; and, if 
th^y be graves of the dead as many conjecture, not a single 
epitaph remains to telj who' or what they were who lie buried 
here. What a naoraj on the perpetuity of man's monu- 
ments ! 

Some strange Ggures, k fc true rtxay be seen on the under side 
of the vast slabs of the n.imen, <^^^^^ dol-yr-Marchant ; but 
they are not heliey^^ ^^ ^eval with the construction of the 
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J , « - £i.i»<^' ^ ^^^yhave a meaning, hitherto aU ex.-^^^ ^^^V 
W rJ^^l^^ '"^ "^''^Aer it. 

T"rt»« -wroui^ ^ot Permit us to visit Gavr Innis, or G-<c:*aX i&X, 
^-te rc»c*^ o/rZocmariaker, although M.ViUemarqu.,^»-sd^^ 
f-^'^V its tumulus and mighty cromlech-the lattei^ X-^avu^ 
l^th^ teia cover^tones and fourteen upright props .„^^ 

ct^t^leave so /nterestir.^ ^ object — ^^^ , "^h^ ^ 

loth to le ^^ Cardiff- the upper sW*^ ^ ^ 

cromlecii ^^ -^" •'^"' _^^ -Rmce Pryce was so ^^-i - , ^'X 

nonolith, H^ia/o/« '^%^::^r<^me - see^t-althougK ^^^S>^t^ _ 
hoHT the m^tny sar;afas wn ^^j^ cotopar^ J^^ ^^C^ 

romlech in CJreat Brxtaxn, xs - c ^^ ^i^^^, ^< 

ant's vrork. ^^o leagues off," sai<i M- V^ii^ "^^^' 

"CB.mac is a. ^'^^Z./^r^,'^ n^eet us there, ^e sW,*^*^^.^ *^is 

md althou^l^ -^- ^^'4,, or night will be ^, ^3 ^^X 1,^^^ 

ray again." ^ stepping along at fck^jr miU ^*=^ -»o 

ssing the rerry -^^^'^er man's lot to tr^ve,, ta>^t: ^ :^^ ^ 

1 nagged ro^<i ^f^^^^^' "- ""Trn<i";;*^* -^" -t^^^^X^r, 
ncaUed, of I'^*^^^^ thousand ^o^ of g^a^^^ >^ :^ '^'^ I^^* 

ginatwere^^- j-^ *" ^^ the Govemn,,,^ or owners "^-^ 
place arxjH^ l^^^t^^ eomnutted on this x^^^-'^^S^ 

e been taken- ^ _^^^<5.^^^ _^«tsbythe^_ _ /^'^'^ot,-^ 




o houses, ^^^cyp^^^ 






t^^ *- ^ 



>s been 



'^j?^^^^' 




Digitized by 



Google 



r/>^^- ...^ ^^^ wSt ^! 



.IJI-^'^ ^vv^ 



standing some three feet ab ^j ^ed ^ .^ iftvaX ^^^ s ^^p* 
projecting rock, ^her. a <^°r'J,^dAe^^^^, tiv°^^!^^est^6*'^e of .*^^ 
and so startled was he ^Tf ^® .^rtM^v*^^ d ^^* ot>e^''^ ng Sp^"" 
and fell heavily do^«m- ■B^it' ^ cot^tt^"*^ l^e *J^ 6*°°^ pUgfi^' 
bones were broken 5 and ^^ .etv^e- ^c o^ %\J»g *ThJ ^e^'^'' 
^ntlx without fartl^^x V^cOtv^! ^e t^^^^y i^ ^^d o^ ^%f tb^ 

birds, however, seexxx<ed to ***a a^o^^^S^S'^V^"'" leV.^*^ 
Of Shafto, who, ha^ix^s .ac^^^^^g tbe ^^ tb- ^f the 'g'tf ^^ 
age to what he persis t«d ^« ,^Uy t^^^^ ^e s^^^lrd ^^'^ cei*^"^^ 
ancestors, was geti^x.^ ^°ttJ^«^'fV ^^<5>*; 
dreary scene 3 but «^ -^^t'lp^^ 1 tl^e^' ^U ^^^ ^« 

b, marking the. ^^^^^ ^^ ^^e^^^^^f- f^^'i'^^' 
could have procure-^ j^«, {ot*-^^ ^. ^e ^i^^^ ^o^u^^^^ite 

have seen no more <^* ^o«vtcve«*'. ^^ y^^ C^^^e ^^^^Joto- 
out tlie interesting ^i*^"^ "^ocC^^^'^^V 'L t^'^l^^^ 
tKe perpetual disc«;^^^f ^^"Itiv,*^*^ vril*^ fV f T^' 

^„d details connec*.^jr^^^^°^'t\g^to{»;°>«''''^dto«,^^^^^^ 

^ ^e quitted the gr^^ *-^^s*e^ty 1^^°^;„ ,.00°^, ^ «"*" . ^ba* 

/■or us ^t the vi/iag-e ^*'^*L^ so«*^^'.,„coP^«* ,, to ^^"^ 
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^''^^ ,i^^«^'i'<'«»ecf V ele-eix runks, and headed by^^ 
parall^*^^* . U4- ui , -^ ^\^^ shape of a crescent -"^ J 
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miles off; i"«* ^ J^i.^^ of Peter the Great at S^ ^t x,^ ^ 
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aost ancient r***'^ sr^^*=^ ^^oto. Auray being passed i^ 
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.. 1, cor»**^ _ -fc»»**^ _ it by Prev^nv;„„ ..!,« w*.,^' *= 
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hounds would follow him to the chase, and there is a herd of fine, 
fat chevreuil now lying in the forest of Conveau. Why not up and 
at them?" 

The suggestion was a tempting one ; and, followed as it was 
by z.goutte or two of brandy, timely administered to the bracon- 
nier, he expressed himself quite ready to join the sabottiers in this 
daring adventure. In two minutes fi-om that time the whole party, 
leavmg the piqueurs still snoring on the ground like a lot of swine, 
were off to Conveau with no less than eight couple of Kergoorlas's 
hounds ; and, as that cover lies within a league of Gourin, they 
were soon in hot piusuit of the chevreuil roused in its mazes. 

Louis Trefarreg, however, St Prix's ever-steady and expe- 
rienced piqueur, was speedily mformed of the circumstance ; and, 
rushing to the auberge, managed to stir Gastel to his legs, and to 
make him understand the magnitude of the mischief occasioned 
by his absence and inebriety. "Death and hell follow the 
villain," said the still half-drunken piqueur. " If I can only 
overtake him, he'll never steal hound of mine more. So say- 
ing, he and the rest of the piqueurs staggered off in pursuit. 
The hounds' tongues and a few random shots soon brought the 
two parties together; and before the braconniet could defend 
himself, Gastel, with his iron-shod hunting-pole, filled him sense- 
less to the ground. Then were the gendarmes summoned ; and 
all on whom they could lay hands, save Louis Trefarreg, were 
at once secured, and brought to the gendarmerie. 

The assault had occurred some sixteen hours b^^^^^ ^^ arrival 
at Gourin, but the poor braconnier was still insei^sible ; and the 
hounds, which Louis Trefarreg had in vain atteH^P^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^» 
were supposed to be still running in the forest of Conveau. 
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declared in the strongest terms that, if he died from the injury, 
he hoped the law would send the drunken ruffian to the galleys 
for life. 

When the excitement had somewhat subsided in front of the 
Cheval Blanc, and our little party had gathered round a blazing 
wood fire in the salle-d-mangery the fate of the missing hounds 
became the subject of earnest conversation, ere the programme 
was settled for the next da/s hunting at Kilvern. 

" Out of the eight couple," said St. Prix, " taken to the forest, 
two hounds only have been recovered by Louis Trefarreg. The 
rest, he thinks, had found an old wolf, and gone away for Locrist 
or Dualt He followed them through Conveau, so far as the 
Botder{l Monument, and then they broke away over the mountain 
waste, and he heard no more of them." 

" Small chance have I, then, of ever seeing a hound of them 
again," said Kergoorlas, in a tone of sheer despair. 

" Never fear," cried Shafto. '" Most of them, I'll undertake 
to say, will be secured by the peasants, and brought either to 
St. Prix's or my kennels ; and probably some may find their way 
home to your own kennels on the Loire." 

"I wish I could think so," said the disconsolate o\vner, 
determined not to be comforted ; " but fifty leagues of country, 
bristling with furze, broom, and forest, are not likely to be 
traversed by hounds already wearied by a hard day's work. 
Besides, if the pack breaks up, and they straggle singly over 
the wilderness, the wolves will eat every hound of them, to a 
certainty." 

Sliafto was on the point of relating a story about a pack of 
hounds which their owner, wishing to be rid of them, had taken 
into a far country, found a fox, and then left them running, a 
legacy to the land, when St. Prix, remarking the lateness of the 
hour, entreated the attention of the chasseurs to the necessity of 
at once settling the plan with respect to Kilvem, the meet at 



Digitized by 



Google 



WILD SPORT I 

which place was fixed for eight o'd 
only four hours for rest," said "ht 
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braconnier's bed, was bathing his temples with cold lotions, and 
tenderly adjusting his pillow to the varying motions of his injured 
head. Nor was his kindly visit wholly unattended by consolation, 
inasmuch as he was assured by the medical officer that — the 
braconniei's habits with respect to drink having always been most 
temperate — he yet entertained, notwithstanding the severity of 
the concussion, a confident hope in his ultimate recovery. This 
opinion produced unspeakable relief to Kergoorlas's mind ; for if 
fatal results were to follow the blow inflicted by his own servant, 
the public would not fail to regard him as the indirect cause of 
the murder, and the stain, however unmerited, would probably 
cling to his name for life. 

Far different was the spectacle in the prison-ward of the 
gendarmerie. There, close pinioned, and utterly powerless for 
the commission of any violent act, lay Gastel, the piqueur, his 
eyes glaring like those of a wild beast, fierce but without expres- 
sion, and his whole visage distorted by delirium tremetis, A more 
painful sight, Kergoorlas declared, it was never his lot to witness. 
The man was not then drunk ; but, his brain on fire and his 
reason gone, except in form, he was far more like a wolf of the 
forest than a human being. 

" AbsiniJu has done it all," said the doctor gravely. " He has 
been an inveterate dram-drinker for a long period, I understand ; 
and if so, this attack will go hard with him." 

" Quite true," replied Kergoorlas ; "for although I have rarely 
seen him in a state of helpless intoxication, from morning to night 
he gave his stomach no rest He began the day with absinthe; 
then it was for ever a goutte of this or a goutte of that, whenever 
chance threw liquor in his way \ and so Nature has sent in her 
account at last" 

" And a heavy one, too, it is. However," added the doctor, 
cheerfully, " we'll do our best to help him to meet it, bad as the 
schedule looks on the debtor's side." 
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is duly registered; and, thus instructed, the police, the gen- 
darmes, and the gardes-champ6tres, in " correspondance " with 
every station from one end of the country to the other, are able 
to trace and recover a dog, whether stolen or strayed, on almost 
every occurrence of such a misadventure. Of course early notice 
must be given of the loss, or a thief in possession of a valuable 
animal may take ship, or cross the frontier, and then there is an 
end of the " correspondance." 

In Lower Brittany, however, a single dog on stray has little 
or no chance of escaping the wolves in the winter season ; for, as 
already stated, throughout the ancient region of Comouaille, 
comprising a large portion of Morbihan and Finisterre — a region 
of broom, heather, and forest — ^the inhabitants of the small towns 
are compelled to keep fires burning during a heavy fall of snow, 
to save their dogs at night from the prowling wolves. And not 
only by night do they commit these raids, but, when pinched by 
hunger, they venture on them even by day. During my stay at 
Carhaix an instance of it occurred at Quimper, and created no 
little sensation among the quiet, picturesque inhabitants of that 
old-fashioned town. An English lady, long resident in that 
vicinity, was walking on the high road in the suburbs of the 
town in company with a favourite spaniel, when a wolf, dashing 
out of a neighbouring thicket, seized poor Fido across the back, 
and, notwithstanding the lad/s energetic screams, carried him, 
crunched in his jaws, to the adjoining forest. This, however, 
must have been a bold brigand, a kind of Dick Turpin among 
the wolves ; for certain it is, that such a highway robbery by day- 
light rarely occurs even in the severest weather. 

The Bretons of that country, a people of serious demeanour 
and primitive habits, retire early to bed as a general rule ; but, as 
on the present occasion, if an)rthing is going on in the way of 
hunting, especially that most popular sport the chase of the wild 
boar, no matter at what hoiu* they seek their couches, they are sure 
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walls, tested to its utmost limits — yanua patet; cor magis, might 
fairly be applied to such a man. But, cheerful as this prospect 
was, we were constrained to abandon it, owing to the untoward 
events that had occurred during our absence at Concameau and 
Carnac ; events that could not but cast a gloom on every member 
of the hunting party. 

To add to our regret, just as we were about to start, Kergoorlas 
had sent a message from his bed-room to St Prix, begging the 
latter to pardon him for not coming to the front at Kilvem that 
day; as, he declared, it would be quite impossible for him to 
enjoy any sport, while his thoughts were so occupied by the 
scene of misery he had so recently witnessed; and that he 
deemed it his duty to remain at Gourin, while the two poor 
fellows at the gendarmerie were lying in such imminent danger. 
We were none of us siuprised at this determination, though very 
loth to lose his good company ; especially as we were not likely 
to see anything more of him during the present season. 

It was a fine breezy morning, the wind blowing steadily from 
the west and directly in our teeth, as we trotted along over that 
dreary, serrated ridge, so well named the " backbone of Brittany," 
a region of stunted heather and granite rocks, arid, barren, and 
desolate, and at length, reaching the head of a deep ravine, the 
woodlands of which appeared to be interminable, we crossed a 
small brook and soon sighted the outskirts of Kilvem. The 
scenery of this country is certainly not so grand as that of our 
own Highlands ; but the wildest glen of the Trosachs is no wilder 
than this vast gorge, rugged and seamed as it is, far as the eye 
can see, with rock and chasm, forest, and fierce torrents — a rare 
homestead in all weather for the wolf and the boar ; which, so 
long as Nature holds her own, will always find shelter and security 
in the recesses of this rude domain. 

The site of the rendezvous, as the meet is termed, was a clitter 
of rocks overhanging and frowning upon the dark cover below ; 
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same sideland, neither sinking nor breasting the hill, they tmst to 
their legs and endeavour to shake off by wild flight the pursuit 
of the foe. So those peasant sharpshooters, posted by Louis on 
certain p6ints of the stream, usually crossed by the pigs, never 
fire a shot ; and a rattling good run is the fortunate result. For 
two hours or more the roar of war never flags for a moment ; and 
although twelve couple of hounds are close on their haunches, 
the pigs are still making strong running in front of the fray. 

" Oh that Kergoorlas were here ! " shouts Keryfan to me, 
" just to hear that grand peal ringing through the vale j it would 
drive him half wild with delight." 

The wish had scarcely been uttered, when we heard a clatter 
in Qur rear; and looking round, to our intense amazement, we 
beheld Kergoorlas coming up at a hand-gallop, his horse flecked 
with foam, and fout couple of great, grim, wire-haired hounds 
following on dose to his heels. The wild huntsman of the Black 
Forest could scarcely have startled us more than Keigoorlas's 
company at such a moment; and before we could inquire by 
what lucky spell he had been able to join us, he roared out, " I 
heard them a league off", and thought I should never catch you ! 
But what a scent ; and what music ! " 

Not another word did he fling to us, as he dashed past on 
Grenadier, eager to throw his fresh lot in at the head to increase 
the volume of music he so dearly loved to hear ; and it was at 
least three hours afterwards ere we learned the cause of his 
welcome but most unexpected reapP^^^^^^^ among us. It 
turned out that, immediately on q^ departure for KilV^^» ^^ 
had gone to the hospifaJ, and heari^ ^ favourable report ^^ ^^^ 

patients— the braconnier having reo ^^ ^ consciousnes.^^^^^^ 
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204 WOLF-HUNTING. 

One blow sufficed, and so rapidly was it given that not a hound 
was scratched in the affair. 

Hog-hunting, as practised in India, is doubtless a most 
exciting and manly sport, requiring not only good nerve in the 
rider, but thorough skill in the management of his horse and 
spear, good hands, and a quick eye — these are indispensable 
gifts ; and the honour of winning " first spear " and the tusks, 
no matter how swift the steed may be, will only accidentally fall 
to the lot of him who lacks such needful qualifications. But the 
danger of pursuing the boar in this fashion is not to be compared 
with the risk a man runs when he doses, chasse-couteau in hand, 
with the brute at bay. His charge then, if his wind has not been 
completely pumped out of him, is certain to do serious mischief; 
and woe be to the hunter who is a laggard in striking the blow 
rapidly and expertly so soon as the hounds have done their 
work — ^brought him fairly to bay. Kergoorlas would not have 
missed that feat for a dukedom. 

But let us now follow St Prix, who, when the big boar turned 
short, and the tail-hounds turned with him, kept his ear on the 
leading hounds, and sticking to them, found to his joy that, 
though the hounds had divided, the body of the pack was still 
with him, and the pig going straight for the river in the hollow 
vale below. There, he well knew, the beast would make a stand ; 
and, as the stream was a broad and rocky one, his anxiety for the 
hounds' safety impelled him forward at a terrific pace. If Barbe- 
bleu, on which he was fortunately mounted, had possessed the 
legs of a mountain-cat, he needed them all in descending that 
steep ravine, obstructed as he was at every stride by the tangled 
brake and rugged ground over which he was compelled to travel 
so rapidly. But the gallant steed carried him, like a dragon on 
wings, through and over every impediment; though, as Shafto, 
who had vainly attempted to keep pace with him, afterwards told 
us, it was nothing short of a miracle how both man and horse 



Digitized by 



Google 



SJPOR'i 



!■ 



/ 



/ --('AI/^ 



h 



U0<«^ 









% i^^ 



"/S<4% 






..."Vr 



'^^^Cj^^f^y 



e*' 



^^x=» «s.^ ... 5^^ "^M with io^^ ^^* ^ ..^^ ^^ 






escaped utter 
^^> atlea^t 
"P the slain l>c 
^g ''La sorti 
^'thout a 

oo, were sittiii^ c^xil tXxeixr 
>oar, asshie stocxi xar^ici 
ow, her ja,^w-s s jncx egi. ^& c3. 

"»^y agairist -tl^^ aro>o>ts of a gnarled oak-tree 

Shafto s-x^ci Jtl^1£" ^. score pheasants were l\vC^^> ^^^ .^ ^ 
>unds witlx :Krsk.XzG: sL^r^<3. Istsh, until the straggleis, ^^P^^^^^ , 

Id myself; c<z^-u.l<ia l>e? t>x-ou^lit up by the weWAcX^o^^ s\g^ ^^ ^i:^ 
e finish. SJt. ' ' " —•---- .r .1.. O 

Plough tixe 
napared to -till 
body, Igslv^ 
St Prix's 
oyed, too, 
^val of Ills ^^jfiel^ 



»«^^: 



♦'^^^^ 



J^^^d ascertained the sex of the V ^|; 
o£' SL so\^s jaws is no joke, it 



u 



^ 



xx.<xFx <:>^ <^=«- s>«^»^ «» j**wo is no 30KC, It 13 " ^^ 
rix> ^^^ -^ tusker, who, if he gets a fair cU^ i/^l' 



J££g, i£' Txot: 3. death mark, on the unlucky 

'acexxc3^ -w-as at once accounted for; Jjg 
:exxe XTJX^, -3^<^ ^^ «oiv patie^tj^ anr^'c. • 

^- ^LX^4A :rGStixis his hounds, ereAe'^^^f> 



"^ 




^ncJ even 






t: o-^ sa^tisfsLCtion in i ^ ^^ ^k ^%. 



t:cGd's merits, ^^^^^ ^% ^ 



to their IsLSt: 

Men are slU 

ting, of sal 1 

"^ to a oex-t^-iJf^ 

own ]\xcl^TXX^T2 1: 

e "a ■-■_j(_>i I l^l-tir^^ 

" are " P^^^^'^^rL^ rc^ot of this inty, 
IS, doubtless, ^^ ^oiax- of the 
'Wes a-fter tH& ^.^^jr ^or alloxvi^ 

«?5 



^^05 



'<?tto5e 



.oe/a/, '-e-^e.;^-:^ 



- st:^GCls merits, q^ -^ «<^/^ \i Q 
-OSS country, ^. ^^^^ bj, ^ k , ^^ 



^ 



The < ^^'liiJe tk 







' a feeling. 






*'JS. cr^^ 



tvtx-< 












\' 



> 



2o6 WOLF-HUNTING. 

home to the stem of his hounds, might well be pardoned if a 
tinge of pride mantled to his brow at that moment; but the 
colouring, if it came, was as transient as the shade of a summer 
cloud, for no man on earth could be less selfish, either in the 
chase or at home, than St Prix; no one could love to share 
pleasure with another better than he did. 

" Bravo, Kergoorlas ! " he exclaimed with delight, as, to his 
great surprise, he saw that chasseur in our company. " Bravo ! 
you and your hounds are just in time to do us good service with 
yonder pig. I have been running her hard for three hours. ; but 
she has firesh caught her wind now, and will hold us a good tug 
yet." 

The moment he had driven her to soil St. Prix had given an 
order that no gun should be used, and that he meant to kill the 
game beast by fair hunting alone ; and now, with the reinforce- 
ment brought up by Kergoorlas, he expected to accomplish that 
object without much difficulty. 

One cheer and a blast on his horn sent every hound plunging 
into the stream ; but as it was some twenty yards across, and the 
pig's standpoint was imder cover of the opposite bank, before a 
hound could reach her she dashed down the stream swiftly as 
a red deer, swimming the pools, and making the water fly from 
her heels as she scampered over the shallow bed. Never was 
heard a finer crack of music than opened in her rear ; and so 
determinedly did the beast cleave to the river, in which she had 
already found such good shelter, that, press her as they would, 
the hounds fairly failed to make her land and seek for refuge else- 
where. So for more than half-an-hour the chase became literally 
more like an otter than a boar-hunt. Twice, when brought 
temporarily to bay, did St Prix bound into the stream, thinking 
to bury his couteau behind her $houlder-blade, and twice did the 
wary beast elude the blow, flying down stream like a water-ouzel. 
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and plunging in and out of pools, as if water were her native 
element. 

" Now this is what I call sport," said Keryfan to me, just as 
the hounds had again brought the pig to bay. '' It reminds me, 
Frank, of that day when you and I joined Mr. Trelawn/s pack on 
the Plym river, and had the good fortune to see them kill a fine 
dog-otter under Cann Quarries. Such a dashing, crashing, amphi- 
bious lot as they were I shall never forget" 

**True enough. That was the day when a hound called 
Wanderer made so many fine hits, and at last marked the otter 
in a holt that proved to be a wasp's nest — ^when, as they sallied 
forth to revenge the intrusion, old Limpetty, the huntsman, blew 
his horn like a madman, bolted off, and rode his horse Jack 
Sheppard head-foremost into a deep pool. But luckily the otter, 
as you remember, Keryfan, bolted too, or, backed as he was by 
such protection, we could never have touched him again." 

By crossing a narrow strip of open ground, guided by the 
peasants, we now managed to cut off a long bend of the river 
just in time to head the chase, as the pig, with her mouth wide 
open, and reduced to a trot, came struggling through the flood 
right up to us. The hounds were close on her ; but as there was 
no friendly rock, nor even the roots of a tree, against which she 
could bring her back to bear and face the foe, she still struggled 
on towards the precipitous bank on which we all stood to witness 
the scene. She was too beaten, however, to gain even that point ; 
for, in attempting to cross a run of shallow water, a couple of the 
leading hounds, old Caesar being one of them, seized her by the 
hams, and in another instant, as all three rolled over together, at 
least five couple more had fixed their fangs in her foxe and aft, 
holding fast on, and tugging at her as if her hide must be torn m 
one minute into " a hundred tatters of brown/' ^^t not a bit of 
it— not an inch of her hide was broken ; and it is impossible to 
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say how long the desperate fight might have lasted, if St. Prix, i 

observing one hound badly crunched, had not sprung in amongst 
them, and with a quick blow brought the struggle to an end. I 

Caesar had more scars on his face, some of them of very recent 
date, than his imperial namesake, a warrior all his life, could boast 
of on his whole body; but I was delighted to find the brave old 
hound had not added another notch to the ugly score on the 
present occasion. 

" Two good boars slain in fair fight, and not a shot fired ! " 
exclaimed Kergoorlas, in a transport of delight " Rare work for 
one day, it must be owned." 

" But the day is not over yet," said Shafto, whose appetite for 
hunting was positively insatiable ; " at least half-a-dozen pigs have 
been harboured in the Castle rocks, on the Kilvem side \ and, as ^| 

it is but little after mid-day, we surely can't quit the cover without ! 

giving them a brush." 

The peasants, especially those who had formed the deputation 
to Carhaix, with one voice entreated St. Prix to continue the 
<Aasse, denouncing the Kilvem pigs as destructive brigands, and ' 

asserting the impossibility of checking their ravages without his 
help. One of the speakers, called Tredwyn — a remarkably hand- 
some specimen of the farmer class — ^became quite eloquent on the 
subject, and asked, with no little excitement, if the Government 
desired to see the peasants of that district extinguished by famine; 
or if the Louvetier, as their neighbour and countryman, would not 
do his utmost to rid them of the pests that had destroyed their 1 

crops, and well-nigh ruined the land. " Without hounds," added j 

he, "we can neither follow them in these vast woodlands, nor dis- 
lodge them from that inaccessible pile of rocks, the stronghold in 
which so many take refuge." 

The appeal was irresistible ; but St Prix, in making the draft 
for storming those craggy heights, positively refused at first to 
allow any but his drag-hounds to encounter the danger; and 
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alluded, in piteous terms, to the massacre inflicted on his pack 
by the big boar at Koenig, on exactly similar rocky groimd. 
However, as this was to be the last day given to boar-hunting on 
that side of the country, and consequently would be the last 
opportunity for compensating the peasants' losses by a liberal 
supply of bacon, fattened, as they justly averred, on their own 
com and chestnuts, St. Prix gave way, and, in deference to the 
wish of all, proceeded with his whole force, sixteen couple strong, 
straight for the rocks. In winding their way, not without many 
rude obstructions, up the tangled and declivitous path pointed 
out by Tredwyn, whose farm lay contiguous to the upper side 
of Kilvem, the Louvetier took especial pains to instruct the 
peasants on an important point affecting the safety of the hounds. 
He warned them not to head the chase before the boar and 
hounds were fairly clear of that stronghold, and that they must 
give the game ample room to break ; or, if headed back, the fate 
of many a brave hound would inevitably be sealed. All this they 
promised to attend to ; but St Prix, not satisfied with this precau- 
tion, and knowing how little a Breton in the heat of chase was to 
be depended on, ordered Louis Trefarreg to couple up several of 
his fiercest hounds — Caesar and Paladin being especially named — 
and reserve them as a relets in case of need. 

'' You may think St. Prix a little too careful of his hounds in 
making these arrangements," said Keryfan, as he managed to ride 
alongside me, over a bit of level ground cleared by the charcoal- 
burners ; " but, if you knew, Frank, how many a good hound he 
has lost, and how often his pack has been crippled for the season 
by encounters with boar, in these very rocks, too, you would not 
wonder at the precaution he takes on such occasions." 

" A good general is always chary of the lives of his men," I 
replied ; " and to judge from the cajrnage that occuTred at Kcenig 
and Gwemez, the tactics of the Louvetier appear to indicate a 
man lacking neither.humane feelings nor sound iudgment." 
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" Quite true, Frank ; it would be a cruel and short-sighted 
policy on his part to allow his hounds to be slashed and ripped 
to pieces, if by any means he has the power to save them, and 
show sport at the same time ; and this last, you will allow, he 
never fails to do." 

It was nearly two o'clock ere we fairly reached the outskirts of 
the Castle rocks, which, covering an area of several acres on the 
side of a precipitous hill, were approachable only in Indian file 
over the last half league of ground. Happily, the rugged granite 
slabs, although opposing our horses' progress with a slanting, and 
sometimes an almost perpendicular, frontage, afforded their feet a 
steady hold; and, afler some experience, my cob managed to 
creep up and down over their rough surface, and follow Barbe- 
bleu as if he had been trained to the work all his life long. It is 
quite marvellous how readily a temperate, courageous horse will 
accommodate his action to the ground over which he is required 
to travel : shortening or lengthening his stride ; jumping, creep- 
ing, and feeling his way at every step ; or even slithering on his 
haunches, as circumstances may need such a mode of descent. 
How this last feat can be performed may be seen to great advan- 
tage when a good jack-hare is found near Thunder-Barrow or 
TelsGombe Tye, on the Sussex Downs, the steep and glassy 
slopes of which the horses descend at a terrific pace, almost 
on their very haunches ; the force of gravitation, and not so 
much their hind legs, acting as the propelling power. On Dart- 
moor, too, a stranger would hold his breath if he once saw Mr. 
Trelawny sitting back in his saddle, and coming down the steepest 
hill-side like an avalanche into the vale below, the greatest danger 
being a tendency, on the horse's part, if the pilot be a wavering 
one, to deviate from the straight line, and turn right or left on his 
downward course. 

The wind from the rocks, as we now suddenly rounded a 
point of the valley, blew directly towards us ; and the eager look 
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of the hounds, as, with heads erect, they sniffed " the tainted 
gale," gave unmistakable proof of the presence of game in our 
immediate vicinity. The piqueurs had reported that no less than 
five full-grown boar had crossed the stream in this direction ; and 
although they had not been fairly harboured, owing to the stony 
character of the ground, Louis Trefarreg was ready to stake his 
reputation that at least five, if not a larger number, were laid up 
in this craggy retreat. Already had the peasants disappeared; 
and every point on the river and north sides of the rocks, at 
which it was possible for the pigs to break, was guarded by parties 
of sharpshooters, thirsting for their blood. Some of them, how- 
ever, as it turned out afterwards, were posted directly in front of 
one of the chief runs used by the pigs, in utter forgetfulness of St 
Prix's orders ; and the consequence, although not fetal, as great 
luck would have it, to more than one hound, proved well-nigh so 
to Barbe-bleu, who, but for his rare activity and sense of danger, 
must inevitably have come to grief in the narrow path on which 
he stood. 

The hounds dashed into the cover like a set of dragons, and, 
in less than two minutes, the roaring peal of their deep-mouthed 
tongues, the blast of horns, and the wild response of a thousand 
echoes, created so startling an uproar that every wild animal, from 
a marten-cat to the bristly boar, must have quaked for leagues 
away at the sound of that terrible din. Two lots of swine were 
on their legs in a twinkling — one consisting of four, and the other 
of three animals, all full-grown, and long and lanky as a set of 
greyhounds. The pricked ears, and the rapid helter-skelter fashion 
in which they bundled over the rocks, clearing wide chasms at a 
bound, and pitchmg from the head of giant boulders down on the 
slabs below, like chamois descending a mountain ridge, indicated 
a degree of terror they rarely show when so many pigs are found 
together. On such occasions the master boar, or the old sow, is 
usually the hindmost of the lot, either from being less active or 
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with a view to covering the retreat of the flying herd ; but the 
moment he is pressed by the pursuing hounds, he wheels rounds 
and, backed up by the others, fiercely confronts the whole pack. 
Now, however, the assault on their stronghold had been so 
sudden, the cry of hounds, the blast of horns, and the echoes so 
bewildering, that leaders and all seemed equally panic-stricken, 
and only eager to make themselves scarce with all possible 
despatch. 

Downwards and straight for the stream poured the seven 
pigs, as if kicked by so many demons; while ten couple of 
hounds, roaring in their rear, drove them in the wildest confusion 
on the very guns of the. enemy. Instantly a terrible fire opened 
upon them, and two, falling mortally wounded on the edge of the 
ditter, were soon despatched by fresh hands joining in the fray ; 
four ran the gauntlet, passing unscathed by a dozen peasants, and 
escaping at top speed into the woods below ; while the seventh, 
apparently the biggest pig of the lot, and evidently a boar, not 
relishing the cannonade in front, turned short back in the very 
face of the hounds. 

Keryfan and I were standing about ten yards below St. Prix ; 
and hearing him mutter a deep imprecation on the peasants' 
heads, to whose over-eagerness this mischief was alone attribut- 
able, I looked up and saw his lips compressed, and every muscle 
of his face quivering with alarm. " That's exactly what I feared 
would happen," he exclaimed aloud ; "and now there'll be wild 
work among the hounds before that boar attempts to break 
again." 

When the boar faced about, he paused for a moment as if 
uncertain what course next to pursue — ^whether to stand at bay, 
and meet all comers on that rugged battle-ground, or charge at 
once through the pack, now rapidly advancing, and seek refuge in 
the iorest by a lateral tracks the only egress now available, the 
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front being hemmed in by a swarm of foes. That moment of 
hesitation, however, proved well nigh his last ; for, as he stood out 
prominently on the ridge of a vast boulder, his figure defined and 
his head somewhat elevated, as if scanning the number and 
strength of the enemy, or the weak point at which he might 
best make his charge, a peasant, unable to resist the chance, 
recklessly drew his trigger; and while one heavy slug passed 
through the boar's ear, causing it to lop at once over his right 
eye, but without doing further injury, another struck a noble 
hound, called Helicon, right in the shoulder, and killed him 
dead on the spot. Luckily Kergoorlas, the owner of the hound, 
-was stationed on the opposite side of the cover, and was not aware 
till afterwards of the loss he had sustained ; but, had he witnessed 
the act, it is more than probable, from his feudal spirit and fiery 
nature, that the peasant would have rued that shot to the last day 
of his life. As it was, he made himself scarce and quitted the 
forest, without daring to face either Kergoorlas or St Prix, and so 
forfeited all claim to a share of the meat when cut up and appor- 
tioned at the end of the day. 

The report of the peasant's gun, and the smart cuff in his ear 
quickly settled the boar's doubts. Away he rushed, twitching his 
head violently, into the very thick of the hounds, striking several 
fiercely, and hoisting one fairly into the air, but still forging a-head 
fast as his legs could carry him, and in one minute, what with 
sheer force, wondrous activity, and a thorough knowledge of the 
ground, he succeeded in clearing the whole pack, and made 
straight for the sideland path on which St. Prix stood. Now 
there was no room on tliat narrow path even for two Yioises 
abreast, nor, firom its ledge-like form — there being a wall on one 
side and a precipice on the other — was it possible, without 
advancing some distance, for St Prix to wheel liis Ivoise Tound 
and avoid the imminent collision. The advance, too, would 
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have been impracticable, as the boar even now was breaking 
directly in the Louvetier's face. 

I held my breath as I saw the danger to which he was 
exposed, with no power on my part or Keryian's to lend him a 
scrap of aid He and I had voted our guns a bore on this 
occasion, and had sent them with our baggage to Carhaix ; but, 
as that huge fierce boar, with the hounds hard after him, his ear 
dropped, and his face painted with blood and foam, lowered his 
head and prepared to charge Barbe-bleu and his rider, I would 
have given all I possessed, or ever hoped to possess, for my old 
smooth-bore at that moment But, mirdbiU dictu^ it so happened 
that neither the horse nor man required such help ; for, just as 
the boar dropped his nose, to give him greater power in the use 
of his tusks, and when within three feet of the horse's legs, Barbe- 
bleu made a sudden spring into the air, and, clearing the pig, 
alighted safely on the path beyond, without touching a bristle of 
the brute's back. Never could there have been a more timely 
jump, nor one displaying a clearer instinct of impending danger, 
and the need of instant action. 

The boar passed on ; while St. Prix, unslinging his horn, rung 
out " La Vue," as coolly and cheerily as if he had viewed a fox 
away, and thought nothing of the danger he had so narrowly 
escaped. But he talked of it afterwards ; and, while he extolled 
the adroitness of Barbe-bleu, he never failed to characterise 
himself as a bom idiot for getting into that narrow, cramped 
•path, and exposing himself and horse to such a risk. 

However, " all's well that ends well," especially if the result 
be a profitable experience. Not more than eight couple of 
hounds got away with the boar; but they were ample for the 
work, and in less than half-an-hour brought him to bay in the 
rocky river, not far from the spot where we had killed our 
second pig. He was dead beat ; and a peasant, coming up 
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before he had recovered his wind, and consequently before he 
could do much mischief, sent his balU-mariee right through his 
heart. He was a grand beast, with bristles enough, strong as 
wire, for all the cordonniers in Lower Brittany, and his weight 
could not have been much under joolbs. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



That last was a grand day at Kilvem, and gave, both by the 
sport and its result, unqualified satisfaction to the peasants of the 
district; but it was a long and a heavy one, and we did not 
reach Carhaix before ten o'clock that night — a late hour, con- 
sidering the work done by the hounds and the brief rest enjoyed 
by the chasseurs, by night and day, during the whole of the past 
week. 

" I feel as if I could sleep for a fortnight," said Kcryfan, rising 
from a table that, by its dkbris of bones and bottles, bore witness 
to a vast demolition of cutlets and La Rose claret ; and, seizing 
his candle, he begged hard that the usual le rtvdl might not be 
sounded on the morrow mom, at least within the walls of the 
Hotel d'Auvergne. 

" What ! own yourself beaten, Keryfan ?" said Shafto, always 
ready and firesh either for sport or badinage. "Well, I little 
thought to have heard such a confession from a man whom I 
have hitherto regarded as the Paladin of Breton chasseurs." 

"Can't help it," said Keryfan, yawning. "I've worked hard 
and fed well, and feel just now more like a python than a man, so 
must have my whack of sleep, and then to work again." 

Hereupon interposed Marseillier, the ever-obliging host, who 
promised to do his best to keep the house quiet, but reminded 
Keryfan that, the following day being Sunday, all Carhaix would 
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be astir, and that every man possessing a horn would not fail to 
summon his neighbour and every dog in the town to the chase, 
long before a streak of light appeared in the sky. 

"And you mean to join them, of course?" said Keryfan, 
growing half savage at the prospect of not being allowed to 
indulge in a long spell of sleep after so much fatigue. 

" Of course," rejoined Marseillier, with an air of unfeigned 
astonishment on his good-natured face that such a question could 
be asked him ; " to be sure I do. Why, it's the only day out 
of the seven on which business will permit a poor bourgeois to 
enjoy his life and give rest to his brain." 

The disregard of the sabbath as a day of rest being the 
popular and general practice of that country, Keryfan had no 
notion, on moral grounds, of interfering with his neighbours' 
amusements on that sacred day. Its desecration was too habitual 
among all classes of the community to arouse within him the 
faintest scruple of conscience on the subject, for he had never 
been taught in childhood what every village schoolboy learns, 
as his first lesson, in this more favoured land — those words of 
*'Poor Richard," that 

'' A Sunday well spent brings a week of content, 
And strength for the toils of the morrow ; 
But a Sunday profaned, whatever may be gained, 
Is the certain forerunner of sorrow." 

That the cup of sorrow has been drained, over and over again, 
to its bitterest dregs, by that people who, of all others on earth, 
do most dishonour to the sabbath-day, cannot be denied \ though 
whether it be or be not for this very sin that the nation has been 
so heavily visited by God's wrath, it is not for man to decide. 

Marseillier's renewed assurance that neither U j>oint du jour 
nor /<? rSvaV should be sounded on his premises if he could 
possibly prevent it (for he had a most voluminous and discordant 
horn of his own, and was very fond of blowing it Y?henevet he 
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for, to judge by the wUd delight evinced on every occasion by 
the drag, the chase, or the kill, it was impossible to resist the 
conclusion that, after all, the sport alone would have gone a long 
way in satisfying the wrongs endured by these manly fellows. 

When Kergoorlas turned his back on this wild woodland 
scene, of all that noble pack, ei^teen couple strong, that he had 
brought with him but a few days before from Upper Brittany, 
seven hounds only remained to follow him home from the field. 
The others, either rendered hors-de-combat by death or wounds, or 
straying, after that fatal day at Conveau, over the trackless wastes 
of the Black Mountains, made up a list of casualties long enough 
and vexatious enough to break the heart of a man less sanguine 
and elastic than that of Kergoorlas. He was not one, however, 
to yield complacently to adverse circumstances, and cry out for 
help from Jupiter before he had put his own shoulder to the 
wheel ; but, on the contrary, the loss of his hounds, which he 
felt grievously, seemed to rouse his spirit and at once to add 
fresh fuel to his natural energy ; and, as he turned in his saddle 
to survey the scanty lot that, in answer to their names, instantly 
separated from the pack, and, with stems erect, gathered in 
closely to his horse's heels, his last words were, "Helicon, 
Mareschal, and Niobe are, I grieve to say, past recovery, and 
many of my leading hounds are badly wounded; but, for the 
rest, if uneaten by wolves, I'll draw every hamlet and forest in 
Lower Brittany till I find them ; so we may meet again." 

He then bid us adieu, and set his horse's head direct for 
Gourin. On arriving in that town, his first business was to repair 
to the hospital — on which, indeed, even in the fervour of the 
chase, his thoughts had been intent throughout the day, for, 
though the morning report was favourable, he was folVy aware 
that the lives of both the men, the braconnier and. piqueui, must 
still be in the utmost jeopardy. "The paiaful suspense I 
endured" (he wrote to St. Prix on the foUowing day") '*«e ^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



220 WOLF-HUNTING. 

reached the gendarmerie, can never be effaced from my memory. 
With hasty strides I approached the building, and the nearer I 
drew to it, the stronger grew my presentiment that evil tidings 
awaited me within its walls. My nerves are not easily disturbed, 
as you well know ; but you might have knocked me down with 
a marabout feather, when, in crossing the threshold, the medical 
officer blurted out, ' Ifs all over. In five minutes after you left, 
your piqueur Gastel had a fit, from which he never rallied ; and 
he died at noon.'" 

" And the braconnier ? " I inquired, gasping with expectation 
of hearing still worse news. 

" *Is doing well,' he replied, with confidence, 'and with care 
and rest, will probably be none the worse for the concussion in 
a week or two.' " 

" You can easily imagine," continued Kergoorlas in his letter 
" what comfort this information brought me ; for the complication 
would have been indeed a serious one for me had the braconnier 
died from a blow inflicted by my servant, and, as the world would 
believe, on my account Then there was the man's wife. It 
would have changed some of your scruples, St. Prix, had you 
witnessed, as I did, the unwearied, gentle tenderness and 
devotion with which she watched, and nursed, and soothed him 
in his agony. It was a picture I should like to paint — that 
homely but handsome peasant-girl — for she could scarcely have 
seen twenty summers — transformed by love into a ministering 
angel. Such a proof of what a woman can feel and do, as a 
help-meet, for the man she loves, would compel you, as it did 
me, to think better of the sex for the rest of your life." 

The remainder of the letter described, in glad terms, the 
unexpected return of six couple of the lost hounds, which, to 
the great surprise of all, found their way back to their recent 
quarters at Gourin ; and this, too, as was supposed, of their own 
accord But it turned out afterwards that, luckily, a half-bred 
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hound belonging to the braconnier had followed his master and 
the sabottiers to the forest of Conveau, and, having joined the 
pack when the wolf was roused, had held on with the chase ; 
and this hound, well acquainted with the country, had doubtless 
acted as pioneer, and brought the rest back to his own home. 

Not only hounds, but horses, buffalo, deer, and, in fact, all 
gregarious animals, when beset by danger or difficulties, are wont^ 
as a rule, to adopt a leader and to trust implicitly to him for 
safety and deliverance. And it is no less marvellous than true 
that, in the selection of that leader, unerring instinct prompts 
them to distinguish the right animal for the right place, and to 
choose the one of all others the most capable and best qualified, 
either by courage, strength, local knowledge, or superior sagacity, 
to bring them in safety out of their trouble. Who that has read 
the passage can forget Lord Byron's description of the "trampling 
troop" of wild horses, and their mighty leader, in that story of 
Mazeppa? While the steed, to which he was so fast bound, 
fell at length, and, with glazing eyes and reeking limbs, lay 
immovable — 

** A thousand horse, the wild, the free. 
Like waves that follow o'er the sea, 
Came thickly thundering on. 
* • • • « 

On came the troop— they saw him stoop. 

They saw me strangely bound along 

His back with many a bloody thong : 
They stop — they start— they snuff the air,. 
Gallop a moment here and there, 
Approach, retire, wheel round and round. 
Then plunging bsick with sudden bound. 
Headed by one black mighty steed, 
Who seemed the patriarch of his breed, 

Without a single speck or hair 

Of white upon his shaggy hide ; 
They snort — ^they foam — ^neigh — swen'e aside. 
And backward to the forest fly, 
By instinct, from a human eye." 
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a strategic manoeuvre in which he is too often successful — on such 
occasions, from the frequency of deep valleys, roadless forests, 
and impracticable fences, which are like Devonshire banks, but 
far bigger; the most determined horseman soon finds himself 
nowhere, the piqueurs are left miles behind, and the hounds 
eventually throw up in a strange country without the power, if 
they have the instmct, to return to their own kennel. If, there- 
fore, the plan of branding hounds with the initial letter of the 
owner's surname be found so useful in England, h fortiori would 
it be so in Lower Brittany. 

Some five-and-twenty years ago I was riding to cover in 
company with Mr. J. Russell and sixteen couple of the N.D.H., 
when looking over a young hound, recently sent to him from a 
distant kennel, he discovered him to be unbranded. "This 
won't do," said he; "we hunt to-day in a wild, woodland 
country, and if we lose that hoimd, we shall never see him 
again." Then instantly dismounting and handing his horse's 
rein to me, he drew a small scissors from his pocket-book, took 
the hound between his knees, and in a twinkling cut out a great 
R in the hair on the animal's ribs. "There, Frank, no matter 
where he turns up now; he'll be sent back to my kennel for 
fifty miles round." So spake Russell, of all living houndsmen 
certainly one of the most experienced and most practical. 

During our absence at Gourin, an Englishman had arrived 
at Carhaix and taken up his quarters at an old-fashioned house, 
exactly opposite the Hotel La Tour d'Auvergne ; and, as our 
garrulous and good-natured host, Marseillier, made a point of 
ferreting out the business of every stranger who sopuxned for a 
night or two at his own or a neighbour's house, l\e was not long 
in informing us that the gentleman was called "Jolmson," tViathis 
object was the chasse, and that, with M. de St. Pria^s petmASsion, 
he hoped to be allowed to join the wolf-hounds wKile tVvey bmited 
• in that part of the country. Now, ubiquitous as ExigUstoen ate 
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up a continuous ^^^^^^ witiTT *^' *°°' ^ 'P'*^ °^ ^ '^J"' 
to night Our old %%.:<^^ ^^^ musket and profited largely by 



:Z had iUed ^"^:^^^.^^ - *e oPPOsi- side of the 
1 «f ♦v *ne<» ^ * difficulty managed to hobble along 

the tod ''^f^To^,,^^^^. ^^ * 'ed-leg Scrims to this crafty 
valley ; and i^°^*^ ^^^ -j^ioa" 

on a stick, xoaX.^ ^ * ^d countiy, is a veiy wild animal, and 
dodge of ^e *^*^ ^i*>* *** *>« off, if the seclusion in which he 
UoN» a ^^^e <?** *^^ ^ unwelcome visitor; but Car more 
speedoiy "f^^^^^ *^ o*^^ ^ dinger is the cowardly wolf, especially 
lives i» "*^ u^^*^ sot«*^^ of man's voice and tbe report of fire- 
v^ia»* - ^t ^^^ea^ •' '^tie is the berth he then gives to that 
if by ^^ \^ \^ ^ he return iov nway a i<,»g day to it, even 
^^^taity. ^ old haunt and the strongest cover in the 

though. 



Google 



c«fe. 



,i 



<^ 






fi' 



.^ 



^>* V.^ 



5' 



fO' 



S^ 






-^^ 







-^"'.o-- ^--rrT^ti";^'' ^_ 



-sp 



Ti^" c$^\,i^\/^ -^-^ 






,o--^-- 






'^ ^" <^ r^^^ ^ •> 






^' ^bi^J^- 















.<>- ^'' 



\,o 









^ ^v<^>^^> ^ 



.»%^ 



£^"<- 



.a:*^/' 



^ ^^< 



^<<v'^>^^ 






> -^ ^. ^^ .^t -b^ ^ 







.^!^^^! X ^^^ !> io<' V'. ^ -^ 









-'0'' 






v'^ .votv°\.<<^'' 






-ajV" . \>'^.-^o^'^ 







,c-^"!> 









■^ 









■tf-»^' ^*"" 



*-'°:.4*>' 



^>f>^-;v->*' 



x<*-' 



'^r 



w^^ 



x<^' 



^^^ 



£x-C 



Cv^' 



:.^^ 



S2SS 



_e^V^ 



^o^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



To aremons;-*^^*^^'^'^ of Shafto's that, being on the spot, he 
• tt as vreU a^^»=-^*^-^ I-ocnst, as it lay directly in the line for 
H^oet. the ^-e^^^^ 8^^^* ^°:^« beyond this vaDey, St Pri, 
ie\u^tiy g?.ve -w-^^^-y, reinarking, with no Lttle acerbity, that it 
wovdd be too s\xrKr^==^y *i"*e a^d labour thrown away, and that the 
^appointment c=^m,-^xsQ^ by a blank must rest on his shoulders. 
Then followed tt»-^ usual anunated palaver as to the best nxxie of 
drawing the Une ^^^^ -^^^^'^^. ^^ contingencies likely to result 
therefrom ; so tt>^-*> ^ *t^ ^^ Trefarr^ had received his final 
orders to uncouple^ This cu* ^ ^°°*^ half-hour had been wasted 

in preliminary ta-U^' ^g:K^ost tires ^"^ ^^ °"' continental neighbours 
is, of all others, ***^^-^:Kr how fie^ "^^* ^°f' °° matter how urgent the 
need of despatch, ** -^r^lte pUc*^^ ^^^ inclement the elements may 
be, the palaver mu^*^ -«vhen ass ' *"^^ ^' ^* *"** * titne, a party of 
Indian chiefe (whc^^ ^a^t»l^ for ^"^^^^'^ to discuss any important 
subject, are retoaxt^ ^0:^^^ ^^^ss^^l ^"i^^* bearing and dignified 
demeanour) could ^^^^^ ^»^ised^- T"^'""^ gesticulation and 
lively language of ^^r than a set /? ' *'^ ^"""^^ conclude 
them'tobTSle be«^^- -d thep*^:^7^^^<*« " '^^ ^f 
. ^ .1. ^v»l^^^- -^rV^ and fw^ ^^asantiy of Lower Bnttany, still 

:s between the^^f^^^d of ^'^ ^^"^ « -iv«sally estab^hed 
thedoctnneof ^^^J^^ their *' *^^ '•^•-'. and peasants as 
even in this stt^^X^^^ the J^^*' '^^ ^°^er-si<Ie. Consequently, 
well as peers wfll '^ ^ -:=''' ^erted "" '* * 'reasonable one— it being 
although the obj®*^ c:>^%,ario ^^^^ ^ ^'^^ ^^''^ war— the Babel 
intended to sec^^^-j,^ ^^ '^s plans, and each asserting his own 
of talkers sugg«* yv« ^„ 'Z®"''^" ** sometimes no easy task for 
plan to be the ^^ o^^ '» decide on the tactics he had best 

the cotntnan^^** 

adopt. le «>^ I ''»««chest wolf-tufted (and among them 

^ee coup*^ ^efiV°^'^g hounds; W'ere then uncoupled on 
were sotoe ^^J^e ^'*^' and every acre ©f ^orse, broom, arwl 
each side of^ steadily dia^D, up *<> *e tat»le-land between it 
woodl^t**** ^ 
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c ribs. Then the fight began 
dng into the air as high as s^ :fi^v^< 
apid succession; and ever, £i.s l^i^e 
ging forward, as if impelled 't»^ - 
a Centaur, incorporate withi. l:i-xs l^ors^ 
I rivetted to the saddle, he tzoxilci s<z^a-rc::oly 
a firmer hold. Nor did his ri.^l"i.t: It-^-i^cI czease 

stxr^^^ir^^ <:::xxt:s on ^^^ ^^ 



^— t^^xr-x-^ci gale 
t:oiJi<3laeci tW 










o-rxd 






% apparently exhausted by 
, reared straight on end, o,xxci, 
3rostrate, and there lay, xxot: 
rited, and groaning on tlx* 
itebank had Johnson quitt^ci 



stnTuggle 



>>^> 



moment; down came the 

I, half-a-dozen for every plvixx^ 

s finger after every cut. 

''or ten long minutes did tlxi^ fx 

Ixxs tfiTSLxrxtixc:: efforts - 

c^ox^ixxs Ixeavilyb^ /^/^^ 

l^rt irx "^^'"^ii^^j^ 






In.i^ 



throwing himself off, ha.ci xroll^^<3. 
:Iear of all danger. He wz^s> <z»xx. ln.xs 
id, but not before he ha.<a. Iz>^^i3. 

article of his dress, la.te:l>^ s<:> ^^^y^ 

"ormed, instanter, into oxxe^ 
^—from head to fooL ISr< 
lete ; never a proud hoirs 

)rm of a grimy brick-t>\xx-xxes:ir ! ^E*i 

i the feat, but for the xTgl>^ £laJ.l- 
^er, was merely externsul, xxia.xxrx^l>^ 
1 and the damage o€ his dx-e^; 
i to hunt with the Harxxt^l^cioi^ 
V horses, Johnson wsLS A^verll^ "V-ex-s« 
well how and when to c^uxt Ixx:^ 
culty— a secret not siaffi^^^*-^^"^ 
his escape on the pxes^^*^ 
lOr even a bruised bodX- 




tl-ie w^ 



i*^ 



^^ 



*t;f 



with ^^^ ^ 
axxd vo-xied in ^ 

r tliat ot -^ 




xxxotSLTTiori^host^^ 
^ro-picily convert^ 

<^oxxseciuence O ^ 



long 



been 



Ltly 



St XX 



ids 
XXX t:lxe 

-|3y men m gerx^ 
itlx neither a t>xr 



^rt of fallm^a 
lais horse ^«v 



cixed 
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"^aold "the ^e of dra^ to within a short distance 

eucoutaged tc^- stop-ped, aii<i tatken to Callac for the night At 

ol DuaXt, iaaer=:»- -^?ii^e sl^all be at liim again (for Callac is on the 
bieak oi ^^^^^^^ forest^, and. tlien, I trus^ we shall get on better 
ouuVvrts ot ^_^^ ^j,,^ customer." " 

terms mt ^^^^^_^-t programme enough/' I rejoined, "provided the 
^ _^^^_ ^^^aarnod-ation can be found ior your hounds and 



necessary ac .^^^naitdve little town. Of couise you wfll return to 
horses m that »^^ight?'' 

^"^/l*^-^^"*"'"."^^ ***^ ^"-«««. "M. Thomas's hotel 
^ !L,e acc-c^***'*'-^*'^'' ^^'^ aU; and as it is so conveniently 
r^for^t **^ ^'r^^*^^'^«3ofroadworkifwerest 
near the forest, ^^*iimmg to Caxhaix" 

there instead o» — "t^tless, an ;,,. ' .. , ,- j 

"That is, cJ^** *o a;^"^P°«^* consideration," I replied; 
. .'^aC «T./i tastidious about my own personal 

and not wishu.^^ ^ 1?*^^^ -- - -<^y to r'^ugh it^ the 
comforts, when "^un^^^^^"^ ^ ^'^^^ approval of the plan, 

sake of hun^^^ ^ ^^^ misgivings rose to ray mind at the 

though I cO'^^^^ ^^^C>^ J^ *« liight at a way-side tavern, without 
prospect of ^^^^ ^^ Ao ^1^ * ^Ooth-brush to aid one's ablutions. 

a rag of cha^g^^ -g^ ^ ^ '^^te from the furthermost depths o£ 

An occasio^^^' ^:^^ f^^'^ ^^^^ proving the good hounds were 
Hengoet stiU ^^^^^u.r^^ unBJ>lc, except at intervals, to give 
linring to tb^ ^^^ ahead- The Louvetier's expectations 

W,J ti^8? ^^<t t?"''^ "^''"' '° ^ "^^^ ' ""*" althoiagh 
u V d^y -^^iT^'^ '^Unately one of rare occurrence in tlxis 
of ab\an3L ^^^^ ^^ the i^ss likely to chafe the temper of a xxisixi 
such a» ^ ^^^ ^ ^^ ^^*y as he was. We were now threading 
country, ^^^ ^^^i^ *^^> through a vast broom-field that sleirted 
so sang^ ^^ ^^^ league or more, when one of the piqneixrs, 
^"^ ^vex ^^^^eet us, infonned St Prfx tl^t he had tracliLed a 
^*^,^cing ^"^^ ^olv^, apparently ^ company, to the £ar end of 
^^^^ ""^ ^^5»^* *^ track-prints w^'^ clear of the cover, and. so 



Digitized by 



Google 



WILD SPORT IJSr 

far as he could judge, pointing direo-t: I 
he was quite certain one of the wol^v 
all events, carried one which appaxex:*. 
The Louvetier, on hearing ttiisj 
and, pricking forward briskly, ola-t> 
pack on the line indicated by tl^e 
the tracks were, it was only here aJ^ 
hound, giving an extra lash with, l^^- 
tongue on the ail-but extinguisK^<3- 
were not far astern, and, as soo^ 
mended a little ; but still the cry, 
those skilled pioneers picked iil> 
and a hit there, over the wild, ^^ 
and Dualt, would have given Kler-^<^ 
was it up to the very edge of the l^- 
went down, the Louvetier stapl>^^ 
exception of Johnson, turned tliei*^ 
he and the "Lunatique," now apF^^-^ 
returning alone to Carhaix. Thus ^ 
one I was doomed to see in comp^*^ 
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CHAPTER XXI. 



Having sojourned, as already stated, for two seasons in the least- 
frequented and remotest towns of Lower Brittany, mainly for the 
sake of the wild sport obtainable in that country, my acquaintance 
with the hotels, of which there is at least one more pretentious 
than the rest in eveiy small town, became almost as extensive as 
that of any Commts-voyageury hailing from Brest or some other 
neighbouring seaport At M. Thomas' I had frequently halted 
for the night ; and, well knowing the extent of his bed-room 
accommodation, it puzzled me not a litde to imagine how he 
could possibly contrive to stow us all comfortably away, as 
St. Prix declared he was able to do, within the limits of his 
narrow domain. Besides our own party, consisting of Keryfan, 
Shafto, the Louvetier, and myself, four other gentlemen had 
joined us, not one of whom had the slightest intention of 
returning to his home till the hounds were taken back to their 
kennels near Morlaix. Three bed-apartments comprised the 
total amount of stowage-room available for night guests ; and 
.although a couple of small bedsteads, the fumitmre of which 
was clean and white as the driven snow, stood confronting one 
another in each chamber, two more were still wanting to supply 
the needful accommodation for all the party. 

"While this difficulty was under discussion, M. Thomas stepped 
forward and proposed a solution of it that, at all events, did 
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charactet of the hoSt^ ^^^^ ^ declare that, modest as were its 
pretensions, he Ivad met Mth better fere and less discomfort 

than in many of the \at^^^ ^^ek in Brittany. 

The hour of seven *^^ just been announced by the old- 
fcishioned dock in the sotte-d-ma^ger, and our meal so tot 
dispatched that on every side pipes were being lighted an 
horns slung, in the immediate prospect of a start for Dualt, w 
Louis Trefarreg, entering the apartment, brought the startling 
intelligence that a carrion horse, killed for the hounds tVi^ 
previous day, and lying within twenty yards of the kennel rf 
had been devoured by wolves in the night, and that nothi h 
the bones of the beast remained to tell the tale. 

" I wondered," said the piqueur, « to hear the hounds bayinir 
so wildly in the dead of night, and more than once was tempted * 
to rise and find out the cause of the disturbance. Had T ^ 
so, I might have saved the flesh and restored peace to ^hl 
kennel." 

"Aye, and the hounds would have been all the fresher for 
their da/s work," said the Louvetier, greatiy excited by these 
tidings. 

"Quite tnie," answered the wily piqueur; "but still the 

wolves, having had time to gorge the whole of tK*. 

. me camon will 

find themselves heavily weighted when the chase cr Vi .1 

this advantage, methinks, will strike a teUing balanc^ln frvouTof 
the hounds." 

"Whafs a half-starved Brittany pony among half-a^iozeii 
hungry wolves ?» responded the Louvetier ; " for there must have 
been a pack of them, or they never would have ventured 
daring an act of aggression during the present open weather^" ^ 

"There were only a couple; and whafs more, I'll be sworn 
they were the same we hunted yesterday through Hengoef at 
all events, the tracks were torecisely similar- ^« ' 

J ir J .1. .V uf I. • ™"*^- one was an old 
dog-wolf, and the other a bitch gomg on three legs." 
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246 WOLF-HUNTING. 

yards of the granite clitter over which the wolves had passed in 
the gloom of that early mom. 

Never could the sense of discrimination evinced by these 
hounds have been better tested, nor the steadiness with which 
they cleaved to the grosser game more admirably displayed. Not 
for one instant did they appear perplexed by the double scent, 
for whenever a divergence of the two lines occurred, the savage 
manner of the hounds and the angry tones in which they spoke 
indicated, as truly as the piquein's tracking eye, the line taken by 
the wolves. Then what a real hunting treat it \n'as to see them,, 
when at fault, casting themselves to recover the scent, with heads 
and bodies lowered to their work, how they twisted and turned 
like snakes over the ground ; and then, the hound that caught 
it, how he dashed ahead ! and what a struggle it created to catch 
him again ! A neck-and-neck race between horses, be it on the 
Downs of Epsom or the Curragh of Kildare, gives, to my mind, 
but a faint and artificial picture of emulation, compared with the 
ardour of hounds struggling for a lead on a scent they love. 
With these, Nature is the jockey ; but with the other, steel and 
whalebone are too often needed to bring their heads to the front 
of the fray. 

Happily, it was most of it open moorland between Callac and 
the forest of Dualt, or, fairly mour>ted as we were, little should 
we have seen of many an interesting passage in that raniri HniR- 
The pile of rocks \vas now gained, 5^^^ -8c m gj|f ttUjq qWK 
slabs, stood on end, like giants on g^j^ ^^ ^hich ^^^^ ^^'^• 
forest beyond ; while the mass lay ^.^ * ^^^og ' ^^^ fi^^ite 
cromlechs and dolmens of mighty g- **^^^nt, fQw^. ^^^ ^^ the 
Over these the hounds clambered \^^j^i ^ ^^d gj.^. 8 natural 
and melodious cry ; but for the boj^ ^^^culty • ^^^ ^'^Pe* 



simply impracticable. A little d^^^ ^ to f^, -'v! ^ ffljj Sjhjdcc 



which Keryfan undertook the pij^^ * ^o\^^ ^ tjj^^ ** ^^ing 
ear-shot, though rarely within sigl^^ ^^> Soo»j ^'^ ^^^^ ^ ^^^ 
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for all was now deriL&e tot^^ ^^^ ^ 
patches cleared l>y tlv^ c3Ma.c»5^^\XT\ 
occupied by cluixrps oC \>^e!c3cLAXfc^'& V5c^ 
suffered no veget2sL.t3.oxa. to ^o>sn^\ \ 
shade, we could oxxly, e-vex «ccA ^sic^ 
hounds foiging fiLti.esL<3L, l>ixt. siffl\ 0x1 ^\ 

At length tlxe toixe oC tl:xe \io\m^ c 
prolonged note, ci>xi<=lcLly <3.o\x\>\ed, ^c 
heart a-throbbira^, Xifce a. sledge-luunomei 
At the same n^oniL^r^t^ ^^ I>x«, \ean\i 
and with his eax- *^«^«<i ^ ^^ ^" 
thrown Barbe-b»l«»» l>a.«=J«^ ^ 
he exclaimed, " tlaat's a- ««<* '„ ^^ ^* 
to hear which way ^Jc^^y ^^'^"^^ed to 
The old hor-se, **^l»e laoxinds' i 
master, the chaLXx^^ -^I^irxaP>et: soundinj 
when he hears t**^ ^^'^'^^ diluted, aac 
pricked forward, !»»« ^fr^^a /or strife; 
to say, « Thaf s tl^^* s»fir»^ 

m earnest" ^wras roused, ai: 

So it did; the f^^'^^^p ofbeech-tx 
cry indicated, for **^^^^t»e_I>ie«, holding 
stood St Prix, o*^ -*^ ^^ iWfarcu* ^ureJ 
silence, was motiox^I^^^ seexnetf to fcreat 
Capitol ! He ^<'^^^^^ ^vcry eye peered 
came the ciy; andl ^ ^^^ teecft-trees, 
short vistas forme«J ZT brace of wol^^^ 
as an electric flasl^, ^-^ppeared io tH^ 
space, and instantly ^^j^ ^^^ ^'ss ertoi^ 
they at once tume*^- ^^ ^^^s a. *=' 

us all to distinguish ^ Tttey^ too, 

gaunt brute of unustt^ size. ^f^els ^* * 
separated at once, like two scoti 



ioogle 



f/' 



the bigger vaiain quit^ ^j fj^ Partner at a tangent, and, in * 
few strides, leaving heT ^^^ 2urch, as if "the devU uke the 
hindmost" was the otAy ^^ ^^^ uppermost in the brute's head. 

"Thafs a lucky tam ">^ Us," said the Louvetier, trotting 
rapidly forward, and clapping the tufters, as they streamed m 
sight, close on the back of the crippled wolf. At the same tune 
(for as yet not a hound of the relay had been uncoupled) ne p 
his horn to his lips, and sounded a lively signal for tne 
batch ; but before these had time to catch us, tfel tufters had 
driven the old harridan back to the rocks, and there brought 
her to bay under a granite ledge that protected her on tvcry 
side, except in front, from the attack of her enemies. 

Quick as thought St. Prix was out of his saddle, and Barbe 
bleu made fisist by his chain-halter to a convenient tree • but 
intent as he was on saving his hounds, and bounding as he did, 
like an ibex, from rock to rock, over chasms, fissures, and such- 
like obstructions, he was unable to reach the ground in time to 
save old Caesar from his usual fate. The brave old hound had 
gone in alone at the formidable foe (the passage to the holt 
being so narrow that it was impossible for more than one to 
enter at a time), and in the desperate fight that ensued he had 
come out savagely mangled about the head, which was literally 
a mass of blood. Not^vithstanding this punishment, however, 
the very moment he caught sight of St Prix sprin^ng to hi^ 
aid, he dashed in again without a scruple of fear ; then, locked 
together, jaw and jkw, the wolf and the hound 'renewed their 
terrible struggle at the mouth of that narrow den. Two bull-does 
never encountered each other with more fury ; the coura^ f th 
hound, notwithstanding the immense superiority of the other i^ 
point of weight, muscular power, and length of teeth, giving the 
old hero a decided advantage over his cowardly foe. 

At the risk of, at least, an odd rib or two in gettmg forward 
Keryfan and I were soon standing at St Prix's side, and able to lend 
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him a hand as he <3rop^e^ \J*» ^2fcwfe ^ 
two combatants. TVxe -S^oAW^Xtee^ co 
and with one strolce tive ^asas^ n«cJVS.. ' 

old Caesar, fell <lea.d set Yvvs feeX. -YY 
being measured j\xst \>e\o»v V^vt €&»$«, 
ten inches in cir<=vi.mlfejrervc:e, n«\«!1«: ^ 
independent of t^tkact: Isursexr -poT^oii U 
least an inch and st IrxeLlf in. lexvglC^ -, so ' 
they, and so pow^x-fu.! ^wrex-^ the ja-ws o! 
a marvel how ^Ix^ Ixoixxk^L ^scaiped -witJc 
Then coinm^X3.<=^<3. -tlx^ £ixiieral ot 
over the prostr£t.e^ <=Etx-<=si.^e, no-w raise 
out at full len^tJx oxx sl. t:a.l>le-rock 
Louvetier knew :£>cTr£'<eiCtJ.y -well hov 
with aU despa-tclx s»Xteir t*»e other i 
omitted this ce:rcn^ox^y as a Galwa 
over the body of soxxxe ciej>arted fee 
business claiming tl^^ xjnamediate a 
besides sounding- **»« j^*^^r^y thsLt busi 
old Casar, who l^y t»lc^e<iin£^ and disa 
bottom of the fiss«^« i'^^*' ^^"^ ^^ ^' 
foe. This, however, was a /kr wore d 
be imagined. Tlae faound Aad a surfr, . 
andatthebese o^ times ^ouJd not stifT, 
save his master or X^e^ui* Trefarreg. 
reached the deat** scene/ and as the 
both by Keiyfeia ^"^ ^'^ -^^''^' *^^ ^'"' 
other hand but tla^t <:^/- ^^ iox/vetfer eo" 
oldwaniorin his f»r-es^/»' cox2ci«tion. ^< 
St PnX running the tft^-^ of /"« ^^'^ J 
descending into th^ P^'' ^^«*'^f fj?^ ^,,, 
over the homid's head; then ^T^^^^^ 
Ae handle, which Kery&n asid J- ** 
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above, we landed the hero alongside his mortal foe ^ ^^^ 

of growls that would have terrified a gladiator, r^jgetting 

moment he caught sight of the company he was i > ^ ^g 

his wounds, and by way of venting his ill-humour, he dashed at 
the wolfs throat, and never relaxed his hold till St Prix, after 
wiping the blood from his face with a pocket-handkerchief, 
commenced pouring some brandy into the gashes with which 
his head was seamed. The torture inflicted by this treatment 
made him let go at once ; and then came another roar, angry 
and fierce as that of Cerberus when Hercules rescued Alceste 
fi-om Pluto's dread domain. But it was of short duration, that 
roar of agony : a few gentie tirords from the Louvetier seemed to 
satisfy the sagacious old hound that it was all done for his good; 
and, lifting his head, he licked his master's hand with a touching 
air of gratitude and affection. 

While St Prix still persevered in sounding the »?(?f/— for 
neither Louis Trefarreg, nor Shafto, nor the other chasseurs had 
as yet answered the signal, nor had a hound of the relay reached 
the rocks-it became evident that something must have occurred 
to tike them in an opposite direction, and that, too, beyond the 
reach of the Louvetier's horn. 

** And stiU he blew a louder blast. 
And gave a lustier cheer • " 

but echo done answered the prolonged notes, and even they 
growing fainter and fainter, soon ceased to disturb the sUence of 
that lone forest for many a rood round. 

" I see plainly what has happened," said St. Prix, boiling over 
with impatience, and weary of delay. « The hounds have crossed 
the line of the dog- wolf, and gong ;- Mi: , , , 

where " '^ ^^'"h him « , 

« Except those lucky fellows, Lq^. ^ °"* 

are now enjoying their turn of In-u ^""^ *''e rest of tu 

'''^' ^ we have had "^ ''*° 
•^ad ours," said 
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Keryfan, affecting vo IcvV^e 'Owt'^'aeo. ^s^V^je ^^ ^^ , ' 

^'"'!,°"f ?^^ ™° ^^tiax. \mA. fesx Vo\^ the ^ O*^ ^^v 
"Killing a tlMrete-\egg;e^ >N^Jfi. xoa.-.jV^ ^Vott ^ 

confess," said the 3_^Ax>.eti«. « C>v« «^« V^ V»C ' 
well what a flying c^x is, -tkmX \ ^\vo^6 %«\v^ ' 
quits Brittany, wl^a.t: a ftyiixg ^o\£ can ^oV^tontA ' 
straight and goes for a. «=o vex in some iaX ^V , . ^^ I 

"Lefs be up* slxx<3. a.€^exr them," 1 s»^ ^ ^^S ; 
horses are fresh, yo-u. lex:k.o~w ttve country, aJ*^^* *tt^> , 
for a fine run and £l ^Loici.o-vfs fiiiale." 

In five minvi^^^ £jro»acx tJaa.t time we vrere up j 
again, St Prix, oix :^6xurl>ct-l3leu, leading us by short 
rapid strides to tl^e ££U- end of the forest eastwa 
manoeuvre leagvaes o^ «=c»'vejr had been avoided j ann 



^**6*''^-' — — -~'-"» and 

judicious was tiie cast, tfaat we had not reined up , 
half-a-minute l>es£ox-cs -we l»eard the hounds nmnj 
coming directly- for u»ss ii» fuli cry, 

"We are over tl^^^' soexit, or we shaH head h 
certainty," said tt»e X-<:>u"v'etfer, ib an ^ony of d 
scarcely were the -w-orca^ xxttex-ed whea the hounds, 
the scent, came to a- sucJciexi cAeci within, a hundre< 
spot on which we sto^x^- ^™<? enough, we had h< 
back. The wily t»"^**^' bearing the clatter of our 
had turned short, atKJ instead of breakixxg, as he 
done, sought a«a.i» *^^ cfarie^f depths of that tr 
Notawordwas si>^l^«« ^ tAe paoic, 2>"'^''^ ?^". 

nrelteagerirro? *i^- T"' JT^^^hSf STdT^*^! 
the recovery of the Ji"^ depended on ^"^ ^ i 

-d wider they 3wei,t ove^ the ^^^^^^ ^oppi 
«de, till a noble Hound called ^^^V^ Then, w] 

threw his tongue Ulce a. clap of **"" ^ t»irrst on 
'««to catch him ; and what a. gra^"^ ^^ 
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whole pack, getting together, rattled along with a roar of harmony 
that made the old forest rock to its very centre. 

"That was a tr3dng moment of suspense," observed the Lou- 
vetier, whose countenance had indicated intense anxiety during 
the check; "but I really think the untoward act of heading 
the wolf may yet turn to our advantage. Had he broken 
where he intended, his point would doubtless have been the 
rough covers of Bourbriac, some six leagues away ; but now he 
may put his head for Hengoet, and give us a better chance." 

So he did ; and although some of the chasseurs, who carried 
their carabines and professed to know Dualt as intimately as their 
own pockets, rode hard for a shot at several points, the old villain 
never gave them a chance, but went, like an arrow, straight for the 
western side of the cover, and, breaking at the exact spot on which 
we had stopped the hounds on the previous night, he led us to 
Hengoet at a pace that would have blown a mountain fox. The 
jays screeched and the magpies chattered, migrating in dismay 
from their old secluded haunts, as the chase swept through 
Hengoet, pointing over the dreary waste direct for Locrist The 
long-winded horns were now useless, indeed, an incumbrance to 
the chasseurs : the hounds, driving like fire over a prairie, needed 
not their aid, and the men had enough to do to manage their 
steeds and live with the cry. 

" Go along, Frank ! " said Keryfan, observing my cob still 
travelling as sweet as oil over the roughest ground ; " go along I 
we've got a Tartar before us ; and if they don't stop him in 
Locrist, he'll take us either to Trefranc or Conveau to a dead 
certainty." 

" I only hope he may," said the Louvetier, as, clearing a bank 
higher than a parish pound, he landed in the road, where the 
fight took place between the butcher's horse and the Jersey 
dealer. At this point, however, the wolf turned, apparently 
mistrusting the safety of Locrist as much as the Louvetier ; and 
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leaving that vaUey to t^ha fv'^N.^^ \x^<^^&^ " 
for many a nule ovexgrowv ^^^Jcv \^^ ^^ ' 
direct for Trefranc. 'X\vos te,\«=A. to< \P ' 
wastes, it would Irxave ^>eerv '■axs^'sstoX*' $1. 
pack. Sixhorsemei^,'i:iowevet,X\a»V&'t^ el 
not only weU up, -fc»xxt -we^e aCbXe, oti ^e&^ 
the brute as he entiered TxeCraxic tvoX * ^ 
the hounds. Stout as Ixes >.vas, \v\s \,t^ 
the Louvetier reixi^ca. -»ii> l^is steed, ine? 
his horn and sovixic3. ** ^Zl^sr T^zee" e-ven i 
chasseurs, who <:r.svrTci^<3. tlieir carabin 
galloping directly fioar tJrx^ far side of t 
cept him if tlx^ ■«vol:£" ^t:tei3c»pted to brc 
cover. For tliis Jfiell i>va3ri>ose, happily, 
just in time to sovixicJ. ** ^^i^-B- .^a<?<^««>4<?," as 
couple together, smci e-v-ex^^ hound in Aij 
a cover of M. dct :Sa.is3^s o** ^ ^P*"" ^^ thi 
But he was <iooKx»e<J to ^« ere he 
retreat A chkSurcosLl-t>^^r-aer, as the chi 
outlying coppice, simat:«=*>e<i up bis gun, an 
quarters, shattereci c^xx& o/" It/s Aibd Jegs, 
the hounds were o» *»!*" "" anotter min 
struggle, in wbi<=tB. «*»e^ jjeasaaf /ooA: an 
beast succumbeci *o xiumi>en?, and cii< I 
mutely to the -very 1^^^ * 
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CHAPTER XXII. 



Notwithstanding the unfeigned regret of the Louvetier that 
his hounds had not been permitted to pull down in fair chase this 
stout old wolf, I could not help remarking to Keiyfan that the 
charcoal-burner's shot was a timely and fortunate stroke in favour 
of the hounds. They had run him incessantly, including drag 
and chase, from eight in the morning till three o'clock in the 
afternoon, and that, too, for a distance of ten leagues at least, 
over as rough a country as any in Lower Brittany. The wolf, 
however, during the latter part of the chase — that between 
Trefranc and Glomel — had been gradually increasing the space 
between him and them, and bid fair, judging by the beaten 
condition of the latter, to "knock them out of time," even if 
their courage and stamina had enabled them to m ^^^' p tfli" the 
chase for an hour longer, when night would have given him the 
victory. % 

It was fortunate, also, for the hounds that, by killing at 
Glomel, they were within such easy distance — only two leagues— 
from Carhaix ; and certainly not less fortunate for our steeds and 
the running piqueurs, whose powers of endurance had been sorely 
tried by the straight-away tactics of this veteran wolf. Long and 
continuous, however, as the chase had been, the piqueurs, from 
their knowledge of the country and of the short cuts from one 
cover to another, managed to put in an appearance before St Prix 
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had sounded the ^zo^^ ^^x <!csfc\a^\: v 
^"^ the change firoxa Oar^a^\»iS^ Xv , 

come prospect to axxy oC xxa, ^^x , 
^a^siduous the a.«:^xx^oxx ol l3[. ^^ 
^hort sojourn at: «x^i^ ^^t^eV 1^«. 
strongest expressioxxs oC ti.ax^^4, 
tie separation fr oxxi. T^i^ ^xob^^^^^ 
the subject of sore xxxise:ry to \.vm ^> 
Short, how^ever, as tilxe ^stac 
-Carhaix, the cross-<roxxi3.trr>r roa.^ ov 
struggled proved 1^3^ far ttie most ^ 
did more injiury to oxiar Ixorses t 
have done on a. l>etter road. It 
Gibbon, or ttxG CZTlsty-torx %Vooc 
November and sl. Iriajrci day w^ith 
clay, that stuclci lild^ "t>£x-d-l£me to 
fetlock deep and xxior^, so impede 
dismounted an.d drri^v^x:^^ tzfaejm be/oj 
would certainly n.^^v-^r iiavo reacA< 
The piqueurs slxx€3, tlrKC: IxotxtkIs did , 
top of the heci^e-t>^«-^^^^^ ^vtrblch, bein^ 
afforded the driest £c>op£>3.tli, or /ri?ri 
heavy lands. 

% the time -w^^ dJLtcirc<I the tov 
^ght, and the glixxMixxczicts^ old lante 
across the streets, .ax^i^ tli^t, too, at 1 
oAer, presented I>ut ^ dismal light, a i 
the gloom and rexidez- /i^ only the mc 
way through the n^rx-ow> silent <a venue 
d'Auvergne. Hisrre ^^^ ^ere, irtdecc 1 
™dows stood a. yvrrctahed rosin oanc 
*at, were it not /o^ i^ locality, irxi^^ 
'"^ ofaglow-i^<7^ZH^4?tei/.- thG ^^^ 
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rather to show that customers would still be attended to than to 
exhibit the variety and quality of the goods within. Dismal as- 
the aspect was, however, out of doors, right pleasant was it to 
see Marseillier's hearty and ever-cheerful countenance beaming 
with joy at our unexpected return, and bidding us welcome within 
his portals as if we had been old friends he had lost sight of for 
many a long day. Verily, his warm greeting acted like a cordial 
on our spirits as, wearied by the wet mud-work, and somewhat 
depressed by the surrounding gloom, we entered his comfortable 
hotel. 

Then his tongue, which was as long as that of an ant-eater, 
rattled on like the clapper of a mill, the sole subject of its^ 
volubility being the rascality of Johnson, the Jersey horse-dealer. 

" Butcher Kenwyn has had a narrow escape," said he ; " and" 
would probably have lost both his horse and his money if the 
police had not tracked this villain to his den in the very nick of 
time." 

"What, om: companion of yesterday?" inquired St. Prix, fairly 
taken by surprise at this startling intelligence. 

" The same," answered Marseillier ; " the man whom I intro- 
duced to yoiu- society as a gentleman, M. de St Prix ; for which 
act I owe you and your friends the most ample apology, as a 
greater rogue never assumed that honourable title." 

" I did not at all like the looks of the man, I own," said 
St Prix ; " but inasmuch as he was a stranger, and apparently 
fond of hunting, I tried to overcome the prejudice one is too apt 
to feel, either for good or ill, at first sight, and so welcomed him 
to om* himt But what has happened, Marseillier ? " 

The garrulous host then proceeded to relate *^^ capture of 
the horse-dealer by a London detective, ai^j^d ^Y ^ French 
commissary of police, and the circumstances, 5^ faJf as he could 
learn them, that led to his apprehension. 

" No sooner," said he, " had Johnson return x to Carhaix last 
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evening than he proc^e^^ft. ^^ ^xv^C 
^though the butolx^^ ^.^ ^^^>ev «.^>x^Y.^ 
deemed incur^i>i^, ^i^^ ^^,^^^ ^^ ^ ,. 

up the horse. Bvxt: j^^^ ^ tihe lau« ^^ 
triumph, meaning: t:o sexxcL off tYve Y.otse <^^ 
'or shipment t:o Ze^n^l^i^d, tlve officeis P^^ ' 

secunng his ^vrists ix^ steel manacles, cai 
-Rieux, thence to t>e coiiveyed to Jersey by 
the port for that islaxz^c^^ Tiie charge agmst 

with intent to ciefrst-Lxci ^.nt irxfiixential London l ' 

" appears he Jx^xd ix^siJix-eci Iiis premises an 
* large sum with ttn^a^t ^-xxd other companies * 

different occasioias, fi.x-^ haci t>roken out m ' ' 

the lofts, consxsLTTxii^^, -a^s JoHnson swore, a lar 
and corn, for ^w-hicirlx iie vir^s twice pa/d in fuu 
companies. Sutsjpidor^^ ^'^^^^^^^'^ ^^^^ upon him ai ' 

and his neighboui-s^^ aTfcex- ^ivias^ him the nickname i 
did not scniple t:o ypv^^Trx^ t:htG tire-olfice agents tha 
been practised oi^ tl:ierx^ v^jpon each occasion. So a i 
^ept upon him oxi ev^x>^ sicfe^ eKeo ibjr his own si i 
when, for the thxlrdL t:incxG, ^ ^re was discovcrcdi in a : 
ooe but himself ix-a^ci ^xi t:Gi'G<i for four'SLXidL-twrGnty-YioM \ 
a stringent inqo fry w^-a-s ^^ once instituted l>y the ch . 
company; and l>it: t^y ^^'^ GvidencG inrsLS sLt length eli 
went to prove l>^yo^^ ^^ reasonable: cioiaL>t, that tJ 
^d been &ed' by Jolxnson's own IiSLixdL^ Irx the meai 
^^eseprehmmarie^ v^^^^ b^ingr sifted, Jol^^on r.ot likl 
affairs were taking, ^nd probably ^^^^^^.^^ ^^"^ i 

'"^^^^^^cY^ior ;, small sum UTxd^<^ ^^^ ^^ 
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the non-return of 
coast Secret as had been his flight, however, t»^ ^^ ^^^^ 

the boat on the following day gave rise to inquine , |^ ^q 

brought the London detective on his track; an . 
footprints remained to indicate his route o'er the pathless sea, the 
officer in pursuit, as if guided by instinct, drew the Brittany ports, 
one by one, from St. Malo westward, and at length hit off his 
man at the Tr6guier Douanerie. 

" From that point there was little further difficulty in the 
matter, for had the fugitive retired to the forest, and lived with 
the wolves, instead of coming here to hunt them and deal for 
horses, our police and gendarmes would have hunted him 
down, to a certainty, as weasels would hunt a rat in a bundle 
of faggots." 

,^/' Aye," said Shafto, "and would take care that he was sent to 
Cayenne afterwards, there to expiate his crime by expatriation 
and labour for the remainder of his life. In England convicts 
are kept at home, and fed on far better fare than falls to the lot 
of the honest, industrious labourer ; and if they only happen to 
have plausible tongues, and a credulous chaplam, they are again 
let loose on the public to practise, as they too often do, with 
improved knowledge, their old craft of ruffianism and felony." ' 

Apropos to ticket-of-leave men, a story is told of the late 
Lord Carlisle, who, when he was Viceroy of Ireland, undertook, 
from motives of philanthropy, to employ convicts thus liberated 
as domestic servants at Dublin Castle. Accordingly, one day 
after dinner, when two strappmg ticket-of-leave men had been 
waiting at table, powdered and fiUl-dressed as footmen in court 
livery. Lord Carlisle turned to an intimate friend, one of the 
wittiest and best known of diners-out in London, and asked him 
to give his opinion and tell hiffl linne^tly Tifbat l^e thought of 
the plan. "«li^ M K| ffio^ oj 

"Well, mylord," said he, nt^^^ 

you will soon be the only spoon left in fu- /^" Persevere with it, 

^*'' *n mis house." 
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inspect the condition of the gallant hound after the maltreatment 
he had met with on the previous day. A crowd of bystanders 
had ahready gathered round the charetUy for, besides the maimed 
old warrior, whose head, fearfully swollen, was a mass of wounds, 
his gaunt enemy, the she-wolf, was lashed in a conspicuous position 
to the back part of the driver's seat, and looked even now 

** Tremendous still in death." 

The hound, of course, had his full share of admiration and 
pity from the sympathising townsfolk, who, however, saw enough 
of his crusty nature not to venture, beyond a few kind words, on 
caressing him in his present sore plight. But it was the wolf 
that excited the attention of the crowd to the highest degree. 
On it they never seemed to be tired of gazing; old people 
crawled out on crutches, and women lifted their infant children 
to take a view of the beast that all seemed to fear and hate 
equally. Nor was it strange that so destructive a brigand, living 
amongst them and yet doing his fell work so mysteriously that to 
catch him in the act is a matter of the rarest occurrence, should 
attract the curiosity of the suffering crowd, nor that, seeing him 
now poweriess for further evil, the expression of joy and gritula- 
tion should be heard on every side. Accordingly, when the 
charette moved off towards the kennels (if the peasants' hovels 
appropriated to that purpose could be so called), the shout of 
exultation that followed it brought every soul, not already in the 
streets, to the open windows, and roused old Caesar to such a 
degree that he roared like thunder in response. Sejanus ducitur 
unco, wrote the poet of a spectacle once exhibited in the streets 
of mighty Rome ; and doubtless a similar shout might then have 
been heard to that which now foUowed the fallen wolf as, wi* 
a hook through its nose, its carcase was dragged triumphandy 
through the streets of old Carhaix. On examining the wolf 
subsequently, one of its hock-joints was found to be stiff, or 
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being not so much to enjoy the sport as to do honour to the 
Louvetier, who was looked upon as a public benefector to Carhaix 
and the surrounding district. 

Although the blasting of powder by those who were cleaning 
their guns, and the braying of horns, and the yelping of curs 
and the more distant thunder of St Prix's hounds, began about 
five A.M., it was past seven before the whole body of the town 
chasseurs assembled in the Place^ and thence, taking the Kergloff 
road, sallied forth to the chase of every beast and bird, from a 
linnet to a red-leg, or a squirrel to a roebuck, no game being 
too insignificant for their guns, nor too big for their capacious 
carnassihes. But for a full description of the day's diversion the 
reader is referred to the next chapter. 
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noderate share of field and sylvan axxixxsements, tli^ fOT^^^^ 
immediate neighbourhood would. aJlv^T-r^ « ' , » 

Toughout the season: at least, tliis ^vvas th ^^^ 

:o which these papers refer. The ^^c^^^^ ^f- ^^^ ^ ^^^=-^ 

hatever that meant or might be siaonr^^-.^ *. ^ ^ownsfc^ ZMJcr 
11 . J -.1. 1 i^Jr^osed to include \^r^^^^ 

ng we all accepted with pleasure, an^ ^w"tVi k i^^— ^ 

'rix, we shouldered our guns and sa^Uied ^ -u ^^^^F^^*^"^ 
t at least of getting a good walk, if- ^^^ of - ^-^^ tX^^ 
)orL The only weapon carried by th^ t J^yi^g U^ 

1 was a club-stick, which, by the .^^rai "^^^^^^^ on xt%^ 
fashion, grasping it by the small ^n^^' handled iS^ 

duty on the ground. ' ^^^ making th^ 



o 



D eye hath seen such scarecrows," exola^* 

alstaff, when he flatly refused to m^.^ vT • ^^^ inimortal 
he ragged lot he was then leading - l>vit t ^^^^ Coventry 
have been enlarged had he seen tl^^ *^ ^ ^^P^rience 

d dogs that marched upon KerglofF t-ti^,*. ^^ '^edley of 

uarter of the civilised globe could a. wil-^ ^^^^' ^^^ <^ertainly 
be found than those of Comouaille -p^ ^^""^^oking set of 
pack to the chasse in hunting cos turtle J^<ling -with their 

in number, with the exception of five K - ^^tter, about 

Is of the lowest type, from the form six^-^ ^^^, vvere chieflv 
1 have puzzled the craftiest cynologi^^ ^^tures of which 

" dog they were most nearly allied, or vv-x^ ^^scover to what 
redominated in their veins. In soixi^ /^^ngrei bloocf 

-^ere the distinct characteristics of ^^ * ^ited under on^ 
■'s dog, while others displayed a daslx Pointer, ^^i^y 

adulterated with that of the cur, th^ -^ l^ound'^ t){Q<?c/ 
* curly-coated poodle, the last of wl^i^-. ^^"^^^^ ^%^ \ ^ 
igled with every description of dog that- ^I^Pcsuy |V. 
*rless, the streets of Carhaix. Then ther ^^^"^^rs^^^ u^l 
the lot, a double-nosed Spanish poii^^ ^'^a.s otV^\ 

I, a stump tail, and a magnificent he^ei* "^^^tli ^ ^^ If 

' lie li^^^U 
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yr p^ . * t:o ^ ' "^"^ *<^^ « commandant 

/r ^^tfve *«*i^. ^^^^Paiate and foimW abteast, 

"*^^ ^^^ ^ ^ 0^^ ^^tXtx ^'^^^"'^ ^ <^'^*^'» of at least 

^■^ ^"'.L ^s,»^ * ,v^ ^V^ Af^J^ ^n ft** same was afoot-a word of \ 

^^*''«V'*"'°to^ %^ n Otv ^^^^ P'^sent occasion. Within a \ 

C- -:t^^ «Vt^.t::^f ^^' the countr^ishabi^, \ 

c:a>^^otv ^^v ^e ^ 0e ^r\at game of every descnption is \ 



^>^uotv ^^^ ^^ xjcve ^^^e ^^^t game of every description is 

\ea©3.e ox ^^^ >c>^ xx> ^ 11 dius is extended, partridge, red-leg 

^''^''\SftVf^^^^'^'v al^^ ^^^^^' ""^^^^^ ^^' ^^^ ^°^'<le^^ are 
^^T^ev, ^^""^ utii'Vjet^^ ^o Warrant a good bag; while farther 

Itound Vti *^^'''^''^'^t\ve ^<>^f' ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ the other, 
5,fve\d suW, ^^^^ ^'^^^ ^Yie great forests around 
ito be tnet v^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^t hour, although hundreds of acres of 

CotvseqM ^^ heather were steadily drawn at a slow walk, 
^orse, ^g^^jug out the lower growth with minute care, and the 
^ \ earching the higher and less accessible cover equally close, 
cicely a dozen shots were fired by the whole party, and those 
hiefly at rabbits and a woodcock here and there. While we 
were thus advancing slowly towards better ground, and a covey 
of red-legs, six in number, had fallen, every bird of them, to the 
peasants' guns, a low suppressed whistle, like that of a steam 
engine indicating danger ahead, passed rapidly along our line, 
and created intense alarm among the braconniers, some of whom 
instantly thrust their guns, muzzle forward, into the densest furze 
bushes, while others doubled them up, consigning the barrel into 
one pocket and the stock into another, witliin the folds of their 
capacious vests. Immediately after the last volley at the red-legs, 
a man's bare head had been seen peering, stealthily as it were, 
between two hillocks at some distance in front of us, as if it 
was his object to make out the men who were carrying guns and 
had just fired at the feathered game. 

That the head could belong to no one but a gendarme, lying 
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they could reach the spot the man had jumped on his legs, and, 
starting off like a tail-piped cur, disappeared, amid the shouts and 
laughter of the braconniers, in an adjoining thicket. He had 
been more frightened than hurt by the kick, which the bystanders 
averred was a mere touch of the toe — z. wrestling exploit, designed 
to give the fellow a back fall, and nothing more. But the most 
provoking part of this affair was the delay occasioned in recovering 
the hidden guns ; and as the braconniers not only possessed by 
far the best dogs, but knew best where game was to be found, 
Marseillier, who had always an eye to the pot, insisted on the 
advisability of going back, all hands, to aid them in the search, 
and then, with an unbroken line and all the dogs, to go to work 
again. 

This arrangement, after some parley, was acceded to ; but 
the time and trouble expended in finding the guns, shoved, as 
they were during the short panic, into the densest furze bushes, 
was a worry not to be described. At length, all being found, we 
managed to get once more under weigh togetlier, and again the 
beat was resumed in right earnest. The spade of country swept 
by the extended line could not have been less than four hundred 
yards, from St. Prix on our right to the pugnacious braconnier 
on the extreme left; so that, searched and trodden out as the 
ground was, it would have been almost impossible for a cock- 
mouse to have escaped detection within the limits of that 
doomed area. So regular and so systematic was the operation, 
and so expert the marksmen, that it seemed to me quite 
wonderful, not that game should be scarce, but that there should 
be any game at all within two leagues at least of the town of 
Carhaix, when battues like these were carried on hebdomadally 
throughout the season. 

When a hare, the shiest of animals in this district, was found, 
and by sheer luck had escaped the shower of slugs that whizzed 
in her wake, the whole pack, including even the stately Sancho, 
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her homeward journey, would rarely draw his trigger in vain at 
such a time. Then the hounds, with their half-reasoning powers, 
would quickly put two and two together, and discover that this 
shot, fired by their master, usually betokened the death of the 
hare j and this inference probably led them to fly to the carpen- 
ter's signal so readily, whenever a check made it doubtful whether 
the scent could be recovered again or not. 

As we advanced farther into the wilderness — ^for such, in the 
absence of all traces of cultivation, it certainly was — we came ta 
a broad plateau in the direction of Huelgoet, so matted with 
heather, knee-deep and luxuriant on every side, that whenever 
old Sancho, carrying his head aloft in the air, and indicating by 
his earnest expression the immediate presence of game, came io 
a dead point, I almost made up my mind that a grouse must 
rise from such likely ground. But no; the inevitable red-leg 
dominates here, and the grouse and blackcock are as unknown 
as the dodo in this land of ling. Yet anyone comparing these 
moors — producing as they do the whortleberry heather, the cran- 
berry, and black fir — ^with the moors of Great Britain, would be 
puzzled to explain why grouse are not indigenous here as they 
are in our own favoured coimtry ; for certainly the means of 
subsistence for them appear to be as abundant in this as in that 
land. The great landed proprietors of Lower Brittany might 
possibly take a leaf with advantage from the Highland laird's 
farm-book, and, by the cultivation of grouse, hither imported^ 
convert tens of thousands of acres, now lying waste and 
unprofitable, into valuable shooting ground Capital would, 
of course, be required even for such a stock; but here tna 
commodity is rare indeed, and until it is supplied, these vas 
tracts of waste land must remain, we fear, as desolate to t e 
sportsman's eye as they are profitless to the owner's pocket. 

The red-legs, too, were not so plentifiil as Marseillier seeme 
to expect them in such favourable ground, three coveys, number- 
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brush level with his back, as he flashed ahead, like a comet over 
the arch of heaven. 

" Give it him, Frank I " shouted Kerjrfan, who, although some 
forty yards off, was my nearest neighbour. " A fair broadside as 
I ever saw : give him both barrels." 

But the veteris vestigia flamnuz made my pulse tingle at the 
sight of him, and I felt as if my right arm would have been 
paralysed at the socket if I had struck down that noble fellow. 

" No," I said, " I couldn't do it Old memories would never 
forgive the deed ; nor could I ever look Jack Russell in the face 
again if I once shot a fox ^" 

" Diable ! " retorted he, with a look of surprise. " Not shoot 
a fox, Frank, in this wilderness? Why, here he is really a 
noxious animal— does a deal of mischief, and shows no sport 
Depend upon it, the carpenter, who estimates the value of his 
skin at three francs, will set you down as a veritable Quixote for 
the rest of your life." 

" Can't help that," I replied \ and as I gave him a rattiing 
cheer, his brush swung round, as if saying adieu and waving 
his gratitude for the clemency I had shown him. A little vicky, 
however, doubtless his co-partner in the patch of gorse, was less 
fortunate in her tactics, for, breaking at the point guarded by the 
peasants, three of whom fired at her one after the other, she fell 
dead to the last shot Nevertheless, all three claimed a share in 
the spoil, swearing, each one of them, that his shot had dealt 
the fatal coup. As a sharp wrangle was the result, the carpenter, 
on being appealed to as arbitrator, pronounced at once in favour 
of all three claimants — that being the customary practice on such 
occasions. 

Their eagerness for the skin, considering the grim poverty oi 
these men, was scarcely to be wondered at, seeing it was valued at 
three francs ; whereas a hare, skin and body, could be purchased 
in the market at Carhaix for fourteen sous, about two-thirds of a 
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fact, forest trees, and the bogs, generally bare, carried spare and 
broken patches of short grass over their quivering crusts; and 
here the cock were far more plentiful. But, with the trees above 
their heads, no temptation would induce the ouvriers or the 
braconniers to draw the cover, because, as they averred, it was 
of no use flushing the cock when it was impossible to shoot 
them in such a place. The dogs, too, only cared for flax, and 
would scarcely stoop on the haunt of a cock, much less quest 
when the bird rose. So there was nothing for it but to go in 
and tackle them ourselves. Accordingly, Keryfan, Shafto, and 
myself plunged into the thickest of it; and, with old Sancho for our 
chief aide-de-camp, we must have had twenty snap-shots in about 
so many minutes. Of course a great number were missed, every 
bird of which brought down such a cross-fire upon us that, unless 
some protecting angel had especially watched over our exposed 
bodies, the peasants must have bagged other and heavier game 
than mere woodcock. In vain we shouted for mercy or threatened 
reprisals ; still every cock that escaped our guns brought a volley 
of slugs whizzing about our ears and cutting off alder-twigs on 
every side. At length, most unexpectedly, a hare jumped up out 
of a rushy bog, and, getting instantly beyond our ken, carried 
back all the dogs in fuU cry. The peasants, too, believing it to 
be a fox, darted off in pursuit, hoping to intercept the wily beast 
at the far end ; and thus relieved, we enjoyed, without further 
annoyance, some very pretty shooting for a good hour or more. 

But our danger was not yet quite over. On rejoining us in 
more open ground, the carpenter directed the whole party again 
t^parm line and to beat abreast as heretofore ; and scarcely had 
this order been obeyed, when a rabbit, found by a cur, dodged 
back, and, coming straight towards me, endeavoured to force the 
line under my very legs. At that moment two slugs passed 
through a fold of my leather leggings, and the rabbit fell dead 
at my feet. The perpetrator, however, an ouvrier standing not 
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indeed, had struck work long before, and, with the exception of 
old Sancho, followed each one his master's heels with a forlorn 
and spiritless air. This return journey Was by far the most 
disagreeable part of the da/s work ; for, in order to avoid the 
slushy lanes, it was necessary to travel in Indian file on the tops 
of the banks, which, hollowed out by the peasants' sabots, and 
elevated some ten feet above the level of the land, presented to 
a stranger, at least, a most awkward and dangerous footpath on 
a dark night How the peasants, so often returning in a state 
of intoxication to their homes in the coimtry, travel over them 
without breaking their necks, is quite marvellous, when, from the 
holes and root-snags so often crossing the trough, a sober man 
finds it difficult enough to keep his legs with all his wits about 
hinu 
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hits — {qz those are the cardinal points in a hound's diiaracter — 
I'll never draft him for his uncomely looks." 

"Quite right, too," I replied. "The chase of the present 
day, however, in your country and ours is so very different, that 
a hound in every respect qualified for your work would probably 
very soon find himself ' out of the game ' in an English fox chase. 
Pace is the first consideration with us ; and a hound must need 
be straight in his limbs and dean in his growth, or he could 
never blow his fox in forty minutes, and, above all, keep clear of 
the horses pressing on his very stem. These, with condition, are 
the indispensable points required in a modem English fox-hound ; 
and if, on a flag-inspection, the puppy lack them, he is never 
given the chance of showing what merits he may possess as a 
chase-hound : he is drafted at once, and either goes to some 
inferior pack or to the colonies. So, as I scarcely need add^ 
many a good hound, throaty and out-at-elbow— faults supposed 
to be incompatible with speed — is parted with in this way." 

"No doubt about that," said the Louvetier. "A throaty 
hound almost invariably possesses a good nose, and, as I have 
often proved, a hound, though crooked in his legs as a dachshutidy 
may be a rare one to drive for all that. But if you are so parti- 
cular in your selection of hounds, the breeding and rearing of 
them must be a heavy item in the cost of producing a first-rate 
pack." 

"Very true. Forty or even fifty couple of puppies are annually 
sent to walk to replenish the wants of a single grand pack, out of 
which number, after due trial and examination, both in kenne^ 
and afield, when they come up, perhaps not more than twelve 
or fifteen couple are admitted as entries into the regular pack ; 
the remainder, as I have before stated, are drafted without a 
sample." 

" Ah, well," said the Louvetier, as if lost in astonishment at 
the boundless wealth of the English people, " a master of hounds 
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Parisian dressing-case and grand portmanteau, ornamented with 
fancy buckles and brass studs, were strapped aloft on the back 
of one of them, it was impossible to forbear a laugh, so strange 
was the contrast between the sorry beast and the gay burden. 
But with this weight only on his back, the charcoal-burner 
seemed to think the animal insufficiently freighted, for he con- 
stantly solicited Keryfan to mount behind his baggage, avowing 
that, by the additional weight on his rump, the fore-legs of the 
beast would be less likely to give way. One glance, however, 
at the knees, which had been recently sorely barked, convinced 
Keryfan he had far better trudge any distance on his own legs 
than trust his neck to so frail a jade. 

The Hermitage has already been described in a previous 
chapter as the residence fitted up by Shafto for the purpose of 
pursuing the wild, fierce game inhabiting the forests that sur- 
rounded it on every side ; and so far as its out-of-the-world, 
solitary site could warrant it, no human habitation was ever 
better entitled to that name. The robbers' nest occupied by the 
Doons in that Exmoor gorge could scarcely have been more 
inaccessible — having a rocky waste on one side, ravines and 
forests on the other, with a footpath, only fit for a goat, leading 
up to its rude and massive walls. Yet that rugged approach, 
firom long usage, had become as familiar to Shafto as the steps 
of his club to a lounger in Pall Mall ; on foot or on horseback, 
by night or by day, he traversed it with equal confidence. His 
friends, too, remote and roadless as the country was, found their 
way to the Hermitage with little difficulty ; and once there (for, 
as Keryfan said, was it not a temple dedicated conjointly to 
SL Hubert and Hospitality?) the difficulty was to get away. 

While on the subject of inaccessible localities, an anecdote 
of the great Bishop of Exeter, Henry Phillpotts, occurs to my 
mind, and may not be inaptly quoted on the present occasion. 
In that vast and unwieldy diocese, over which he presided for 
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From the condition of the roads, however, within many miles 
of the Hermitage, it must be considered very doubtful if Julius 
Caesar, after conquering the various tribes of Armorica, ever 
penetrated the rugged region of Celtic Gaul which is known as 
the backbone of Brittany. Nor did the Romans occupy that 
country permanently till the year a.d. 383, when a Roman officer 
called Maximus, resident in Great Britain, revolting against the 
Emperor Gratian, withdrew to Brittany, and, carr3ang with him 
two Roman legions and a vast number of Celtic islanders, con- 
ferred the government of Armorica on Meriadec, a warlike Celt 
and a chief among his followers. This, the first great emigration 
of Britons into that province, was soon succeeded by many others, 
the immigrants finding peace and protection under the rule of the 
Celtic cliief. 

Shafto, who had preceded our party by an hour or more, 
came out to meet and welcome us as we hove in sight of his 
porte-cochere, and the loud greeting he gave us at a distance of 
some hundred yards, reminded me of that given to Ben Jonson 
when he was approaching the country mansion of his supposed 
friend, Drummond of Hawthomden. 

" Welcome, welcome, honest Ben ! " 

shouted the host, as he spied the poet wending his way on foot 
up a stately avenue leading to the house. 

"Thank'ee, thank'ee, Hawthomden!" 

responded the expected guest, with that readiness in rhyming for 
which he was so remarkable. But the poet laureate would have 
eaten his chop at the Mermaid Club with his friends Raleigh, 
Shakspeare, Beaumont, and Fletcher with a thankful heart, could 
he have foreseen the cruel terms in which Drummond described 
his character, after a three-weeks' visit, from notes taken at the 
time, and at a subsequent period published to the world. In 
this respect, however, Shafto's welcome was a very different one; 
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from the contents it revealed, looked far more like a butchei's 
shop than an ordinary larder ; for there, suspended by hooks to 
a cross-beam, hung a calf and two little sheep newly flayed, the 
hind quarters of a bullock, and a couple of heads of wild boar 
recently killed in the forest of Kilvem by Keigoorlas' and 
St Prix's hounds. 

" Provision for a month at least," observed Keryfan, " and no 
fear of short allowance even for a longer period, provided the 
garrison counts, as it now does, but five heads." 

" Add five-and-twenty to that number, and you will be nearer 
the mark," said Shafto ; " for every hound will have his black 
bread moistened with good broth out of that stock. Annette 
is a rare kennel-feeder, and would help a favourite hound to the 
first cut out of a leg of mutton sooner than see him stinted in 
his fftod." 

During this time a lively conversation was going on between 
Owen Mawr, Annette, and the charcoal-burner, whose ponies, 
already well fed, stood with their heads close to the porU-cochkrCy 
as if eager to be off on their homeward route. But there 
was a hitch somewhere ; and, firom the ominous expression 
of the charcoal-burner's face, who ever and anon looked upwards 
with alarm, shaking, as he did so, an avalanche of snow firom 
his broad-brimmed hat, it was evident that he was not so 
ready as his beasts were to turn his back on the hospitality and 
safe shelter afforded by the Hermitage. " It's only three leagues 
off, I tell thee ; not a mfetre more," said Owen Mawr and Annette 
in the same breath, bent, as they had welcom^(J Wm, to " speed 
the parting guest " to the utmost of their po^^^ ^^^ the guest, 
like the Squire of the pad in the old ballaH hO 

" Often took leave, but was loth to ,i > ^^ 

still lingered on the threshold, urging that i^ j a ^^^^> ^jid 
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search of the man, by order of the chief officer commanding 
that force. 

A whole week had elapsed with a similar result — ^no news of 
the charcoal-burner— during which time the conscience-smitten 
alarm of Annette and the misgivings of her husband would have 
been painful to witness, if Shafto's faith and argument had not 
assured us that in all probability neither the man nor his ponies 
had been attacked at all. "For," said he, "I looked at my 
watch when Annette fired off the gun — ^it was then three o'clock; 
and as the wolves of the neighbouring forest, attracted by the 
fresh meat, certainly passed the livelong night under our walls, 
it is quite clear that they, at least, could have had nothing to 
do with the charcoal-burner's disappearance after he quitted our 
gates. To my mind, the long serenade they gave us is a sufficient 
alibi in their favour to acquit them of this charge." . 

On the seventh day after that memorable night Shafto, by 
St Prix's especial request, had taken his hounds to the forest 
of Glomel, to kill, if possible, a wolf that had been doing great 
damage to the cattle of the Count de Sais/s tenants. This 
forest lay due east of the Hermitage, near Rostrenen, on the 
northern slope of the Black Mountains ; and although, from one 
point to the other, the distance could not have been less than 
four leagues, we found ourselves — ^men, horses, and hounds — ^at 
the cover-side at half-past eight o'clock, soon after the break of 
day. There was still a thin layer of snow covering the earth, 
so the piqueurs did their work with little difficulty, bringing back 
a goodly list of the rough game that had gone into lair during 
the night, namely, badger, fox, chevreuil, and one old wolf — the 
latter, from his broad splay fleet and long claws, being, without 
a doubt, the culprit on whose doom we were bent. Accordingly, 
by the help of the snow and a couple of rare tufters, we soon 
roused him from his slumber, and in less than half an hour six 
couple more were hard at him, waking up the old woods with 
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CHAPTER XXV. 



It was a terrible dusting the old wolf gave us that day at 
Fontargoned ! So beaten were some of the leading hounds that 
getting them home to their kennel at all that night was a business 
of no little patience and labour. Indeed, but for the help of our 
hunting-thongs, attached to their couples, by which we were able 
to lift them along through the miry lanes, many a time would 
they have curled themselves up by the wayside, and abandoned 
the painfiil journey in despair. When the Hermitage was at 
length reached, it must have been forty-eight hours afterwards 
ere a single hound ventured to stretch his limbs or show a nose 
outside his harrique; Annette, however, taking care to supply 
each one with food as he lay, too weary to rise, recruiting his 
lost power and indulging in the warmth and comfort of his ferny 
coucL The horses, too, were even more beaten than the hounds, 
Shafto's stout old hunter, Mirabeau, refusing his com for a week 
afterwards, and my cob being miserably tucked up in the flank, 
and looking more like a "garran" than the compact, lig^t- 
stepping steed he was when I first brought him wolf-hunting into 
these parts. Bad grooming, cold stables, and long distances 
home after the sport of the day was over, were of course the 
chief causes of this change ; for I took especial pains myself to 
see that his daily rations of com and hay were regularly supplied, 
the oats being very dry and of the best quality, although, from 
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accidents have happened with impunity both to man and horse ; 
and as two of these have occurred to gentlemen in the West of 
England, and can be authenticated by witnesses alive at the 
present day, they are well worthy of being chronicled in these 
pages, and rescued from the oblivion to which otherwise they 
would soon be inevitably consigned. 

The first accident took place with Mr. George Templei's 
hounds, the famous " Let-'em-alones,'* which kept the South 
of Devon alive for so many years, before a regular pack of 
foxhounds was established in that division of the county. A 
fox had been found in Bovey Heathfield — 2. district in which 
coal-pits had been sunk in former days, but which, being long 
abandoned, were covered over with boughs of trees to prevent the 
ferm-stock from breaking their necks. The scent was first-rate, 
and the hounds trimming him at a rattling pace, when the 
Rev. Henry Taylor, one of the finest horsemen ever known in 
that or any other country, in landing over a fence, found his 
horse's hind-quarters giving way, and only able to save himself 
from falling backwards by a tremendous effort with his fore-legs. 
He was riding his celebrated "Nunky" at the time ; and instantly 
being aware that Mr. William Ley was coming at the fence close 
on his heels, he shouted wildly at him to hold hard, and avoid 
the coal-pit into which he had himself well-nigh fallen. But the 
warning came too late, and either was not heard or was dis- 
regarded : over they shot and down they went, horse and rider, 
head foremost into the pit, the whole fi-ame of the woodwork 
giving way imder the weight, and falling before them into the 
gulf below. This probably saved their lives ; the mass of soft, 
decayed wood acting as a buffer, and easing the force of the 
final concussion. However that may be, neither the man nor 
the horse were even bruised seriously by the fall ; for, unlike 
Marcus Curtius of old, by the help of a few ropes they not only 
reappeared speedily in the land of the living, but did not quit 
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hurried at once to the spot ; and, finding the mare was alive, 
proceeded to a neighbouring mine, and procured the help of 
several men with shears, pulleys, and ropes. A man then volim- 
teered to go down, stuck a candle in his hat with a lump of day, 
and was lowered to a considerable depth ; but, his heart failing 
him, he shouted out to be pulled up again, declaring, as he came 
to grass (a miner's term), that the air was so foul he could not live 
below. 

Another man, however, whose heart was in a better place, 
enquired if the mare was alive ; and, on being told she was, said 
confidently : " Then, if she can live, I can ; so lower away, my 
lads : " and down he went fourteen fathoms — eighty-four feet He 
was down some time, and at length the signal came to " Pull up;" 
and up he came. " The mare," said the man, " is resting on her 
tail, with her fore-legs reared against the side of the shaft There 
is a deal of slush and water, but I managed to fix the rope with a 
timber-hitch round some part of her body. So, all hands, haul 
away I" Eighteen stalwart men then set to work; and, in a 
minute or two, up she came to the grass-bank, whinnied and 
neighed when she saw the light, and was on the point of being 
released from the rope, when suddenly, either from curiosity to see 
the mare, or some other cause, the men let go their hold ; and, 
not being fairly landed, down she went again with the running 
rope to the very bottom of the pit 

Sleeman was now in despair. Indeed, firom the first he had 
given up the mare as lost ; but he was now certain she must be 
dead. However, the men were for making one more trial ; and 
finding the rope fast to something, they hauled away, and up 
came the mare for the second time, the running noose being 
firmly fixed round her fore-pastern joint Safely landed this time, 
she got up, shook herself, and walked home to her stable, .a//VA?«/ 
a serious scratch. After this event Mr. Sleeman rode the mare 
with hounds for fifteen seasons ; and then, when aone for himting, 
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naturaX^ ^^^^^ a >vol^^^ ^^ sufferer appealed to him in vain, and 
in purs-t^ 3rm^ ha^^ 5 ^^ ^^^^^^ killing him, and rarely failed in 
ig so, ir ^^p^^.-^^ -n ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^°y ^^^^^S outrage or had 
uiredaji^^^^^^^ ^j^^^^UUfame among the country-folk. This being 
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the game, as he was wont, fair law, he drew first one trigger, then 
the other. Both caps exploded, but failed to ignite the powder, 
and instantly the duck, with a quack of delight at their escape, 
were winging their way in wild flight beyond the range of my two 
barrels. An ejaculation not usual with Keryfan, and certainly not 
fit for ears polite, burst from his lips, as he followed the birds with 
his eye, marvelling at their luck, and reprobating his own in no 
measured tones. " If s the old story," he went on — " trusting to 
another what I suppose I ought to do myself — namely, dean my 
own gun : if s what you, Frank, always do for yourself, and I am 
coming to the conclusion that, with all the dirt,. it is the right thing 
to do in the end." 

" No doubt about that," I replied. " No less than three 
personal friends of my own have had their forefingers and thumbs 
shattered by the explosion of their powder flasks, owing entirely 
to the careless way in which their guns had been cleaned. A bit 
of tow remains behind in the breech, and either the gun misses 
fire, or worse consequences ensue on reloading the discharged 
barrel." 

A good hour was lost ere we could get Keryfan's gun into 
shooting order again ; and I think it will teach him a lesson of 
self-dependence which he will not readily forget The Faucheux 
breech-loaders were then only known to a few, even in France — z. 
great boon as regards time saved in cleaning, safety, and rapidity 
in loading, and other advantages. For the first half-hour or so 
we could hear the roar of Shafto's heavy gun ringing constantly 
through the woods ; but either he killed what he shot at, or the 
fowl winged seawards, for not a head came up to enliven the 
dull hour wasted over Keryfan's gun. At length we were off 
again ; and from that time till the shades of night made it a hard 
matter to see even a duck on the wing between your gun-barrel 
and the dark woods in the background, we scarcely passed a bend 
in the brook without springing duck or teal, the latter numbering 
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—the carnassihrt of Owen Mawr being full to repletion, while 
Noel, who had slung the game over his shoulders and around his 
waist, feirly staggered under the weight, and looked, enveloped as 
he was ii» feathers, more like a mythological harpy, with a man's 
face and ^^ body of a vulture, than like a human being. How- 
er we ^^^^ adjusted the load xnore equally among the whole 
artv • 3^^ leaving enough to maix^tain the poor aubeigiste and 
his family *°^ * whole week, with t^o couple of duck and teal for 
the Cur6, v^^^"^ the aubergiste des^^^d as un brave gan^on, we 
^jviggled b^'^ through heather and broom ; and if, as we gained 
the gates of the Hermitage, the leg-^bour had been somewhat 
wearisome, we had, at least, nothing to complain of in the fine 
day's sport we had so thoroughly enjoyed. 



D'g'^'^^d bv 



Google 



304 WOLF-HUNTING. 

stranger was an officer, whom we had met at Concameau, and 
that he had wandered thus far in search of game, which, owing 
to the garrison and braconniers, had become lamentably scarce 
in the neighbourhood of that seaport. The remise proved to be a 
patch of close, stubby gorse, in which the birds would be quite 
certain to lie dead as stones ; for it was impossible they could run 
a yard in such a cover, wont, as their habit is, to give leg-bail when 
there is a chance of doing so ; and as even the setters found it a 
difficult matter to force their way through the prickly mass, Shafto 
suggested that we should form line and tread it out piecemeal, as 
the only mode of getting the birds to rise from so strong a place. 

Accordingly we proceeded at once to adopt this plan; and 
the strange chasseur, whom we afterwards discovered to be a 
Capitaine Rainault, was offered, as a point of etiquette, his 
choice of position, right or left wing, or centre, whichever he 
preferred. To our great surprise, however, he stoutly refused 
to use his gun; but, at the same time volunteered to help in 
beating up the game, insisting that, as we had found the covey 
in the first place, the privilege of shooting it belonged exclusively 
to us. But Keryfan, whose good-nature would not permit him 
to take advantage of the stranger's scruples, planted himself in 
the old palaver attitude, and proceeded deliberately to argue the 
point on the very edge of the gorse. " Good," said he ; " we 
certainly were the first to find the birds, but, in all probability, 
we should never have seen them again if you had not kindly- 
interposed and given us this information ; so pray consider that 
you are fairly entitled to share the sport with us." 

His rhetoric, however, was of little use; for the Captain, 
handing his gun to the Breton servant, and taking possession 
of his staff, jumped into the gorse, saying jauntily, as he did so, 
that he wished to take a lesson in shooting firom the English 
chasseurs, of whose exploits such marvellous accounts had 
reached the Concameau garrison. The cover was then drawn 
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strongly recommend you to try the next you kill ; but, of course^ 
you should ait off the head first, and then hang up the carcase 
in a fig-tree to mellow and make it tender." 

Here, then, was the very trite motto, " Chacun a son goUiy* 
exemplified to the letter ; and although at first I thought he was 
hoaxing me, I had aflerwards ample proof that his statement was 
nothing more nor less than the naked truth. 

Shafto, by his long residence among the French, had himself 
become an accomplished cook, and, with Annette for his scullery- 
maid, could manufacture various dishes, and especially soups,, 
with consummate art and proficiency. The latter, so fJEu: as I 
am able to judge, is usually a less generous mixture among our 
neighbours on that side of the channel, probably because our meat 
is better, and less water is used in its composition. Shafto,. 
however, had a method in the concoction of soup which rendered 
it unrivalled in strength and flavour by any I have ever tasted 
at home or abroad. His plan was simply this for the week 
round: A vast earthenware pot-au-feu stood simmering among 
the embers of his wood-fire from morning to night and night to 
morning, and was thus supplied, day after day, with the stock 
and materials needful for producing and replenishing its contents.. 
On Monday, a shin of beef, say lolbs., simmered gently all day 
in a gallon and a-half of water, Annette taking care to keep it 
well skimmed, and about an hour before dinner adding the usual 
vegetables. 

On Tuesday, the vegetables being carefully extracted by 
1 means of a colander, a brace of uncooked partridge and a little 

fresh water were popped in to the beef, and the whole left to 
^ simmer and amalgamate as on the day before. 

On Wednesday, another brace of birds, roasted brown, with 
water if required, were added to the poi-au-feu. On Thursday, 
the character of the mixture was altogether changed by the 
addition of a couple of woodcock or half-a-dozen snipe, which, 
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in the wrestling ring. This non-forestal event, however, was a 
summer affair, and occurred many a long day after we had taken 
leave of our self-exiled host and his strange isolated home at the 
Hermitage. 
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From the adoption of the word ar gpurren^ then, it may fairly 
be inferred that the game of wrestling was derived from the 
Romans who, in the time of Caesar, occupied in great numbers 
the coimtry of Armorica, when it was constituted a province and 
called •'Lugdunensis Secunda;" but, from the still earlier visits 
of the Phoenicians to that country, it may have had even an older 
origin, though, as it has been already remarked, the Bretons have 
had no ancient chronicler to record the fact. A comparatively 
modem one, however, has informed us how, on the Field of the 
Cloth of Gold, in the time of Francis I., a grand wrestiing-match 
took place between the French and English athletes ; and how, 
when England gained the mastery, the greatest regret was ex- 
pressed that the Bretons had not been sent for to oppose the 
English, as they were deemed unconquerable champions in this 
manly game. The accounts, too, of the treasurers to the Dukes 
of Brittany constantly make mention of sums of money given to 
their wrestlers ; it being the object of the Government to cultivate 
the muscle and bodily strength of the people by such gym- 
nastics. 

Having so &r referred to the antiquity of the sport in that 
coimtry, let me endeavour to describe a wrestling-match, such as 
every summer may be seen at Pleyben, a small town in Finisterre, 
nearly midway between Chiteaulin and Chateauneuf-du-Faou. 
To him, however, who has ever witnessed a gathering for the 
like purpose in Cornwall or Devon, I cannot, I fear, hope to 
contribute information either of a novel or startling character ; 
still, although the game may be somewhat similar, a strange 
difference exists in the picturesque and mediaeval appearance 
of a Breton assemblage from that of our Western counties. 

On a favourable grass-plat, and under the shade of a climip of 
chestnut-trees, the spectators were compelled to form a vast ring, 
which, although unroped, was admirably kept by a staff of men 
appointed for that purpose. These, answering in some degree to 
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Jiandsome per-centage into the pocket of the wily trader. 
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Telamon, a ringing cheer bursts from the crowd, and both 
heroes prepare forthwith for the encounter. 

" Certain preliminaries, however, are still necessary before the 
struggle actually begins. In order to give proof that no enmity 
exists between them, the two combatants advance to the centre 
of the ring, and, shaking hands cordially, swear that as they 
commence the contest in a friendly spirit, so will they continue 
to regard each other after the struggle is over. They then make 
the sign of the cross, to indicate that they are Christians, and 
have neither had recourse to witchcraft, enchanted herbs, nor 
made compact with the devil, who, at the expense of their 
eternal damnation, might give them superhuman strength for the 
battle. This ceremony over, they and the crowd feel satisfied 
that so far no foul play has been imported into the match, and 
that the combatants go to work on equal terms." 

They then seize each other, shoulder and hip, deliberately 
and firmly; and, with legs apart and foreheads fixed against 
each other, like two rafters of a house, " each propping each,**" 
the beams of their backs fairly creak, and the sweat runs down 
like rain, as, interlocked and with a lively use of the heel on 
the hollow of the knee, they tug, they strain, till at length one, 
more breathless and exhausted than the other, is uplifted bodily 
in the air and thrown on the flat of his back heavily to the 
ground. 

The prize is then awarded to the victor ; not such, however,, 
as Achilles offered when Ajax and Ulysses strove in vain for the 
mastery — not a fireproof tripod, valued at twelve oxen, to the 
champion ; nor a damsel, valued at four oxen, to the vanquished ; 
no, the first prize at Pleyben is simply a hat-r-fluffy, broad- 
brimmed, and heavy as the helmet of a dragoon ; but yet con- 
tended for with as much earnestness and honesty as if it had 
been a crown of gold. 

The wrestlers being barefooted, there was none of that savage 
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field his presence, so far from giving offence to any, was welcomed 
by all, and, moreover, had the quiet and unobtrusive effect of 
checking the utterance of many a coarse word as it rose to the 
lips of those around him. This was Bob's conviction, and, with 
his love for the chase, hereditary and inborn as it was, well might 
he say that "he only wished his whole life had been spent as 
innocently and happily as in the hunting-field or on the river- 
side." 

Still, his bishop — a man who, by his zeal, industry, and 
untiring activity did the work of ten ordinary men, and whose 
eloquence, now, alas ! silent for ever, was wont to charm every 
ear, patrician or proletarian — ^strongly objected to Bob's hunting 
tendencies ; and, with the hope of persuading or compelling him 
to renounce them, he summoned him to his palace, where 
accordingly on a stated day Bob made his appearance. 

" I am told, Mr. Buckstone," said his lordship, very gravely, 
" that you are in the habit of regularly joining a pack of fox- 
hounds in your neighbourhood j and such a practice being incon- 
sistent with the sacred character of your office, I must beg you to 
give me a distinct promise that you will renounce it at once so 
long as you continue to be a curate in my diocese." 

"My Lord," said Bob, with an air of remonstrance, but at 
the same time with the utmost deference, " I neglect no duty ; 
and my health, which is not strong, is greatly benefited by the 
exercise. I have, too, but a cob pony to ride ; so I trust your 
Lordship will not bind me to give a promise which some day I 
may be tempted to break." 

" And is your nature so weak and your passion for the chase 
so strong," said the Bishop, somewhat sarcastically, "that not 
only your word, but interests even of the highest import must 
needs be sacrificed to such indulgence ? What was your reason 
given you for, but to control your passion? No, Mr. Buckstone, 
let me have your promise, and be a man and keep it." 
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Now, Bob's spirit was a very independent one ; and to be 
2 lectured as if he were a mere schoolboy was not exactly the most 

judicious mode of dealing with him on this or any other subject 
But when he perceived the Bishop's temper was getting the better 
of his reason, that sense of awe with which he had been inspired, 
and which, at the commencement of the interview, had brought 
an icicle to his nose, now vanished like a vapour ; and Bob, 
' writhing under the taunt, firmly refused to give the demanded 

promise. 

But the colloquy did not end there. It so happened that a 
short time previously the newspapers had commented sharply on 
the appearance of his Lordship at a grand ball given by the 

Duchess of ; and the Bishop had written a letter to 

explain that he had never entered the ball-room at all, but 
had remained in the ante-room, with the sole object of enjoy- 
ing the fine music performed by the band on the occasion. 
This circumstance being fresh in Bob's memory, some imp of 
j mischief must have possessed his tongue when that "unruly 

member " proceeded to say that, " if there was any moral tur- 
pitude in the matter, there was at least as much in going to a 
dance as in going to hounds." 

The cap fitted at once ; and the Bishop, taken aback Ijy this 
counter-hit, instead of continuing to attack Bob's position, was 
compelled to defend his own. " I know, of course, what you 
allude to, Mr. Buckstone ; but I have already explained, and 
again repeat, that I never entered the dancing-room, but remained 
in another apartment enjopng the music." 

" My Lord," said Bob, " your position and mine are precisely 
similar : I delight in the music of the hounds, but am very seldom 
in the same field with them." 

The Bishop's gravity fairly gave way ; and feeling the parallel 
was too accurate to be questioned, he dropped the subject, insist- 
ing only that Bob should stay to luncheon with him ere he turned 
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on his homeward route. Before that meal was over Bob became 
so charmed by the Bishop's good company that he begged his 
Lordship's acceptance of his cob, an offer, however, which, it need 
scarcely be added, was most graciously declined. Those two 
men, the one a poor but honest curate, the other a magnate of 
unrivalled ability, since that event have both been brought by one 
sickle to the same level ; but who shall say which of the twain is 
now the more exalted ? 

When the wrestling at Pleyben had been brought to a close, 
the bagpipes seemed suddenly inflated with fresh wind and 
renewed vigour as they struck up a lively air, the prelude 
to a wonderful dance called the "Jabadao." It is the Breton 
Fandango ; and though most popular among the Bretons pur 
sang, it is utterly unknown beyond the region of Comouaille. 
No pen but that of a Frenchman, and he need be a master of 
the art, could describe intelligibly the 'saltatory action, the 
pirouettes, the jigging and figures of the dancers engaged in 
the "Jabadao." From the name, which so nearly resembles 
the Spanish word ''Zapateo," or the knocking of sabots, the 
dance probably owes its origin to that country, formerly and in 
better days the land of song and dance ; but, if it does, the grace 
and elegance said to distinguish the old Asturian " measiure " have 
certainly not descended to the " Jabadao," as at present danced 
by the Breton peasantry. 

The priests, it should be added, were now no longer visible ; 
the wild turn of the music and the passionate delight with which 
the young men and maidens dashed into the dance had put them 
to flight ; and, although there was nothing bordering on indecency 
in the exhibition, the close contact of the couples and the 
pirouettes performed by the lady, when her hand was passed 
over her head, were enough to disturb the virtue of an anchorite. 
So, perhaps, it was quite as well on their own account that they 
did not stay to witness the " Jabadao." 
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322 WOLFHUNTING, 

This dance, which is held in high contempt by the French 
bourgeoisie, is not altogether confined to the peasant class of 
Lower Brittany ; for it has been my lot to meet more than one 
member of the old Breton noblesse, whose proficiency in footing 
it was the talk of the couhtry, and who, whenever the tunes 
of the bagpipe invited them to a caper, never missed an oppor- 
timity of mingling with the peasants, and indulging their ^cy in 
this provincial amusement It was said of a fine young fellow, 
who firequently joined our wolf-himting expeditions, a cadet of 
the ancient house of de Morlaix, that his passion for dancing the 
" Jabadao " had been the ruin of his life. He was engaged to 
be married to a lady, who, in addition to great personal charms, 
was reputed to be the wealthiest heiress in all Brittany; the 
day had been fixed, the trousseau provided, and wedding guests 
bidden to the ceremony, firom the storm-beaten cliffs of Penmarch 
to the chiteau of Larochejaquelin on the distant Loire. A week 
or so before the event was to have taken place, his presence was 
required at Quimper to meet the father of the bride elect, the 
Baron St Pol-de-Leon, between whom and himself certain legal 
documents, relating to the lady's settlements, were to be signed 
and attested by both parties. St Pol, one of the few specimens 
left of the Grand Monarque School, punctilious, proud, and 
treating the slightest liberty taken with himself as an aflfront to 
his dignity, was duly in attendance at the appointed time. Not 
so, however, young de Morlaix, who, in passing through a village 
between Le Faou and Quimper, unfortunately heard the strains 
of a bagpipe playing the " Jabadao " tune, and, unable to resist 
the attraction, had fastened his horse to a tree and flung himself 
into the circle with the spirit of a Spaniard dancing the Bolero. 

While he was thus engaged, amusing himself and fascinating 
a peasant girl, who was the belle of the district and his partner 
in the dance, the horse broke his bridle, and, turning his head 
in the direction of his own stable, trotted off unseen by a human 
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being. Still the wild notes of the bagpipes kept the revellers 
going \ and not until de Morlaix, looking at his watch, discovered 
that already he had overstayed his time, and could only by hard 
riding keep his appointment at Quimper, did he hurry away from 
the attractive ring. His dismay, on finding his steed gone, no 
one knew whither, and himself stranded at least three leagues 
short of his destination, may be better imagined than described 
However, after tracking the animal a long distance without being 
able to overtake him, he gave up the chase, and started at once 
on foot for Quimper, hoping still to catch St Pol in the town, 
and explain the cause of his delay. But he was too late. The 
haughty old baron, after waiting two weary hours in the Avocafs 
office, ordered out his carnage, in an ungovernable rage, declaring 
his daughter was slighted and himself insulted by this cool 
conduct of de Morlaix. Nor did the matter end there. The 
next day came a challenge, worded in ^fierce language, and 
demanding immediate satisfaction for the offence offered. To 
this, however, de Morlaix returned a mild apologetic answer, 
explaining his brief enjoyment of the " Jabadao" en raute^ and 
the misadventure with his horse; but the fiery baron was not 
to be appeased, and, although no duel ensued, the match was 
broken off, and de Morlaix never saw the lady afterwards. The 
result, however, made little or no impression on his spirits, for 
only a week after the event he was the life and soul of a party 
hunting with St Prix's wolf-hounds in his father's forest ; neithe 
was his fancy for the "Jabadao" impaired a whit by the loss 
of the heiress, but, on the contrary, he never failed to take a 
turn in it whenever a peasant girl and the bagpipes gave him 
the chance of doing so ; and he was wont, moreover, to say 
that, had he been connected with St Pol, the scruples of the 
haughty old peer would probably have compelled him to give 
up that exhilarating and delightfiil dance — a sacrifice too painful 
to be contemplated. 
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After that day at Pleyben no particular incident wortliy of 
record, with respect to the wild sport of the forest or the social 
amusements of the people, occurs to my recollection during the 
remainder of my stay in Brittany. Carhaix being my head- 
quarters, the centre of the roughest and wildest country between 
St Brieuc and Douamenez, the point of divergence from which 
the best hunting and shooting could be obtained, and the town 
of all others the least frequented by strangers, I returned thither 
to pack up my goods and bid adieu to the many Breton 
friends, gentle and simple, who had shown me no little kind- 
ness during my long and pleasant sojourn amongst them. To 
M. de Leseleuc, a grand specimen of a native gentleman, I was 
especially indebted for his never-failing courtesy and counsel ^vith 
respect to the customs of the people, for his hospitality, and, 
above all, for his good company on many a shooting excursion 
in the surrounding forests. On shaking him by the hand for the 
last time, and thanking him for all the favour he had shown 
me — " It is nothing," he said ; " nothing at all : nor can I ever 
repay the kindness my father received from your coimtrymen 
I when he was a prisoner of war so long at Wincanton." 

Great was my regret on parting with these primitive people, 
among whom I do not remember to have passed a single unhappy 
hour ; for, wander where I would in search of game, I was never 
once given to understand that I was an intruder on the soil, nor, 
with one exception, and that most justifiably, was my permis de 
chasse ever demanded either by a gendarme or a peasant pro- 
prietor. I had just shot a woodcock which rose from a spring 
close to a peasant's homestead ; and, as my faithful old Rover 
brought me the bird, a wild-looking Breton rushed out upon me, 
exclaiming with great excitement, "That's my fowl; I have been 
feeding it daily for the last fortnight \ there are my traps {da 
lindag) by which I hoped to have caught it." 

I looked down, and saw the bog round the sprmg pegged all 
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over with horse-hair springles, and the marvel was how the cock 
managed to evade them even for a single hour. "By what 
authority are you here," he continued, in an angry strain, " de- 
stroying and carrying off the produce of my own property?" 

" By the authority of this document," I said confidently, pulling 
out my permis de chasse, and handing it to him for inspection. 
AVhile he was examining it, literally upside down, I took the 
woodcock alive out of the old dog's mouth and begged his 
acceptance of the bird; while, at the same time, opening my 
tobacco-pouch, always well stocked with caporal, I insisted on 
his filling his own plaque with that fragrant and much-coveted 
tobacco. Had we, like Tam o' Shanter and Souter Johnny, been 

** fou* for weeks thegither," 

we could not have become better friends than we did in two 
minutes. The ofTerings, especially the latter, acted like magic 
upon him ; and I left with a pressing invitation on his part that 
I would soon come again and shoot woodcocks in that locality. 

The two good hounds I brought with me into Brittany, one of 
which was bred at Lanharran and the other at Ty-isha, both 
possessing the same blood with the Welsh hounds now so famous 
in the Chepstow and Langibby kennels, I left as a legacy to my 
kind fiiend M. de St. Prix. The Lanhaixan hound, however, 
going astray, was soon after eaten by wolves ; but the other, the 
black and tan " Warrior," took to the rough game at once, and 
became one of the best hounds for wolf and boar in the Louvetier's 
pack. 

A fair passage in a spanking bullock-craft, called the " Eclipse,' 
conveyed me in four hours from Port Rieux to Jersey, and thence, 
taking the mail-steamer on the following morning, I was landed at 
Southampton comfortably that same evening. 

THE END. 
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